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LEVIT. HOWELL, OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, ASSIGNOR TO HIM 
SELF, WILLIAM SHARP, AND SMITH FISHER, OF SAME PLACE. 

Letters Patent No. 83,967, dated November 10, 1868. 

IMPROVEMENT IN RETAINING-DEVICE FoR Doors, &c. 

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same. 
--? 

Beit known that I, LEVIT. How ELL, of Camden, 
Camden county, New Jersey, have invented an Im 
proved Portable Retaining-Device for Shutters, Doors, 
&c.; and I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the same. 
My invention consists of a device, constructed as 

fully described hereafter, so that when applied to the 
hinge of a shutter or door, it will retail the latter in 
the position to which it has been adjusted, the device 
being portable, cheap, and simple in its construction. 

In order to enable others skilled in the art to make 
and use my invention, I., will now proceed to describe 
its construction and operation, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawing, which forms a part of this 
specification, and in which 

Figure I represents in perspective a window-frame 
and slutter, with my improved retaining-device ap 
plied to the hinge of the shutter; 

Figure 2, a section on the line 1-2, fig. 1; 
Figures 3, 4, and 5, detached views, drawn to an en 

larged scale; and 
Figure 6, a perspective view of a modification. 
At the inner side of a bent plate, A, near one edge 

of the same, is a projection, at, and on the latter is a 
lip or lug, b, which extends downward, parallel, or 
nearly parallel, with the plate A, a knob, c, being se 
cured to the upper side of the said projection. 
The device is applied to the hinge, B, of a shutter 

or door, as shown in the drawing, the curvature of the 
I plate A being such, that when its ends bear upon the 
opposite plates of the hinge, (fig. 3) the central por 
tion will extend over the lib formed by the junction of 

the two plates, the projection a resting upon the upper 
edge of the hinge, and the lug b being opposite to and 
bearing against the inner side of the hinge, as shown 
in figs, l and 5. 

It will be apparent that so long as the plate remains 
in its position, bearing against both plates of the hinge, 
the latter, and the shutter or door to which it is at 
tached, cannot be closed, and that no jarring to which 
the shutter or door is liable will be sufficient to detach 
the device from its place. 
When the shutter is to be closed, the fastening-de 

vice is merely lifted from its place, and its loss may be 
prevented by securing it to one end of a chain or cord, 
attached at the other end to any adjacent fixture. In 
this case the knob may be dispensed with, as shown 
in fig. 6. 

. It will be apparent that this device may be applied 
to the hinges of doors, boxes, &c., and may be so formed 
as to retain the hinge in a partly-opened position. 
I claim as my invention, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent 
A retaining-device, consisting of a curved plate, A 

its projection a and lug b extending from the projec 
tion parallel to the plate, all substantially as and for 
the purpose described. 

In testimony whereof, I have signed my name to 
this specification, in the presence of two subscribing 
Witnesses. 

LEVIT. HOWELL. 
Witnesses: 

JoEIN WHITE, 
C. B. PRICE. 

  


