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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN F. LENTZ, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Som 
erset, in the county of Perry and State of 
Ohio, have invented new and useful Improve 
ments in Button-Clasps, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
This invention relates to a button - clasp; 

and the object of the same is to provide sim 
ple and effective means, forming a part of a 
button, for holding the latter securely in ap 
plied position, and readily assembled in oper 
ative relation to a button without requiring a 
change in the normal structure of the latter. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and arrangement of the several parts, which 
will be more fully hereinafter described and 
claimed. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a clasp shown detached and enlarged 
and embodying the features of the invention. 
Fig. 2 is a front elevation of a modified form 
of the clasp shown on an enlarged scale. 
Fig. 3 is an elevation of a button embodying 
the clasp and looking toward the rear side 
thereof. Fig. 4 is a rear elevation of the but 
ton shown by Fig. 3, the back plate or cover 
ing removed and showing the clasp in fur 
ther modified form. - 

to indicate corresponding parts in the several 
Views. 
In all of the forms of the improved clasp a 

similar body-frame 1 is employed and has a 
lower reduced extremity 2. This body-frame 
is formed of resilient wire of a suitable gage, 
one piece of wire being used and bent to give 
the body-frame the contour specified. At the 
lower extremity of the body the wire is inter 
twisted, as at 3, and continued upwardly and 
outwardly to form clasping-arms 4, which 
movably engage the opposite side portions of 
the body-frame at a point above the lower re 
duced extremity of the latter, the arms all having inwardly-bent portions 5 to produce 
a contracted throat 6, leading to a seat. 7, 
adapted to receive a projecting headed de 
vice attached to a garment in either a per 
manent or removable manner. 
The head of the device with which the 

clasp is adapted to engage has a greater di 
ameter than the maximum distance of the 

Similar numerals of reference are employed 

portions of the arms disposed on opposite 
sides of and defining the seat 7, so that when 
said headed device is connected to the clasp 
disengagement of the button or other device 
with which the clasp is used will be prevent 
ed until manual detachment ensues. The 
intertwisted portions of the wire 3 at the 
lower terminal of the frame 1 stiffen said 
part of the frame and cause the arms 4 to 
more readily return to normal position and 
resist abnormal bending or misshaping of 
the arms. 
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The modification in the structure resides 65 
mainly in a different form of engagement of 
the terminals of the arms 4 with the opposite 
sides of the body-frame, and secondarily in a 
difference in the shape of the arms, as shown 
by Fig. 4, relatively to the arms, as shown by 
Figs. 1 and 2. In the sides of the body-frame, 
as shown by Fig. 1, eyes 8 are formed, and 
therethrough the terminals of the arms 4 
movably project. The upper terminals of 
the arms 4, as shown by Fig. 2, are formed 
with eyes 9, which slidingly embrace the op 
posite sides of the body-frame 1, and in the 
form of the device more clearly shown by 
Fig. 4, but also embodied in Fig. 3, eyes 10 
are constructed in the opposite sides of the 
body-framel, (shown by Fig. 1) and through 
said eyes 10 the terminals of the arms 4 in 
Fig. 4 also movably project. The arms 4 
(shown by Fig. 4) extend upwardly from the 
lower intertwist 3 of the wires in converging 
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planes toward the throat 6 and then out 
wardly through the eyes 10. 
As a means for accurately inserting and 

guiding the headed projecting device adapted 
to engage the improved form of clasp the 9o 
button is preferably formed with a back plate 
or cover 11, having a keyhole-slot 12 in the 
center thereof, with an enlarged extremity in 
advance of the throat 6, the maximum diam eter of said extremity being slightly larger 
than the maximum distance between the por 
tions of the arms at opposite sides of the seat 
7, so as to easily admit the head of the said 
projecting device into the button. The op 
posite extremity of the slot 12 is materially 
less in width than the said enlarged extrem 
ity of the slot and is located over the seat 7. 
The clasp is almost entirely hidden by the 
back plate or cover 11, and while the use of 
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said latter part is advantageous it will be 
understood that in some instances a button 
may be provided with the clasp and without 
the said back plate or cover. 
The improved clasp is intended to be used 

With advertising and ornamental buttons, as 
well as buttons bearing insignia of different 
organizations and societies, and in the gen 
eral construction of such devices the face of 
the button is struck outwardly or formed from 
suitable metal, having a real' inturned flange, 
as clearly shown by Fig. 4. In assembling 
the improved clasp with this form of button 
the upper and lower extremities or ends are 
sprung under opposite portions of the said 
flange, and as said opposite ends of the clasp 
or the body-frame are straight and parallel 
and one end of said body being of greater ex 
tent than the other the arms 4 will always be 
maintained in one position for convenience 
in connecting the clasp with a headed device. 
When the headed device is applied in op 

erative relation to the clasp, it enters between 
the arms 4 opposite the throat 6, and by push 
ing the button in the proper direction the 
shank of the headed projection will be forced 
through the throat 6 and enter the seat 7. In 
(letaching the button from a headed projec 
tion a movement in a direction opposite to 
that, just set forth is imparted thereto. 
The improved form of clasp is especially 

intended for use with Giff-buttons and will 
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serve efficiently as a convenient means for 
assembling and disassociating parts of a cuff 
button and facilitate application and detach 
ment of the latter. 
Changes in the proportions, dimensions, 
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and minor details may be resorted to without 
in the least departing from the spirit of the 
invention. 

IIaving thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new is 

L. In a button-clasp the combination of a 
body-frame having upwardly-projecting out 
wardly-extending arms contracted at inter 
mediate points to form a throat leading to a 
seat between the lower portions of said arms, 

gaging the opposite sides of the body-frame. 
2. In a device of the class set forth, a body 

frame having arms projecting from one end 
thereof and laterally deflected, the arms hav 
ing a seat formed between them and providing 
a contracted throat leading to said seat, the 
terminals of the arms and the opposite sides 
of the frame having a loose connecting en 
gagement. - 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

BEN.JAMIN F. LENTZ. 
Witnesses: 

OWEN YOST, 
R. F. BAKER. 

45 

the upper terminals of the arms movably en 
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