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To all Luhon, it nagy concert: 
Be it known that I, SAMUEL H. NESBIT, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at An 
thony, in the county of Harper and State of 
Kansas, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Type-Holders; and I do de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, and 
to the letters of reference marked thereon, 
which form a part of this specification. w 
My invention has reference to a new and 

novel device for holding insertible type to be 
used in connection with postmarking and 
stamp-canceling machines, and has for its ob 
ject a portable holder easily manipulated, 
which will enable an operator to make quickly 
and correctly the necessary changes in the 
dates, and serve as a convenient receptacle 
for the type, and facilitate the cleaning there 
of after use. 
My invention consists essentially in a cas 

ing for containing the type the front of the 
casing being open or partially open to permit 
an inspection of the contents; in a spring-act 
uated follower normally operating by press 
ure on the column of type to prevent the ac 
cidental displacement thereof; and in certain 
details of construction whereby a type can be 
readily removed and returned to its proper 
position with relation to the other type, all of 
which I will now fully and clearly describe 
and ascertain, and reference is to be had in 
connection with such description to the ac 
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companying drawings which form a part of 
this specification and in which 
Figure 1 illustrates in perspective view my 

new and novel type holder. Fig. 2, is a ver 
tical longitudinal section thereof, and Fig. 3 
is a plan view of a modified form of construc 
tion. 

Referring to said drawings, the reference 
letter a denotes the casing which is made of 
any suitable material, but preferably of metal 
such as sheet tin, copper or bra SS. This cas 
ing is rectangular in cross section to conform 

So 
to the shape of the type, and is sufficient in 
length to accommodate in its lower portion 
a', thirty-one or more type b, corresponding 

to the days of a month, which are arranged 
in a column numerically. The lower portion 
a' of the casing is partially cut away to form 
an elongated slot c to expose the type and per 
mit a ready inspection thereof, or as shown in 
Fig. 3, the whole of the front of this portion 
a may be removed. But I prefer to employ 
the construction shown in Figs. I and 2 as in 
this case the liability of the accidental re 
moval of the type is obviated. At the upper 
end of the slot c is another slot darranged at 
right angles to the length of the casing and 
extending entirely across the front thereof; 
and through which slot d the type are in 
serted and fall in place. In Fig. 3, the front 
of the casing being entirely removed from the 
lower portion, this slot is dispensed with, and 
the type are insertible at any position along 
the length of said portion. The lower portion 
of the front of the casing is cut away as are 
also the sides, for a short distance to form an 
Opening e. Whereby a portion of the lowermost 
type is exposed sufficiently to enable the op 
erator to seize and remove the same. 

In the upper portion a of the casing is a 
followerf which abuts against the uppermost 
type and is held in contact therewith by a 
coil spring g. Which is interposed between the 
said follower and the top of the casing as 
shown. This follower has a pin h extending 
outward therefrom which works in a slot in 
the portion a and arranged on said pin is a 
knob i by which said follower is moved by 
hand against the action of the spring. 
In operation, the follower is moved by hand 

past the slot d and the type are inserted by 
said slot, in numerical order beginning with 
“1,” and ending with “31,' or until the column 
is complete, and the knob being released, the 
follower actuated by the spring returns to its 
normal position, and by pressure on the col 
umn prevents the displacement of the lower 
type. When a type is required for use the 
knob is moved back and the pressure being 
relieved on the column the lower type is with 
drawn by hand, and the follower moves the 
Column a distance equal to the space caused 
by the removal of said type, and the lower 
most type is then “2.” When a change of 
type is required, the used type is inserted by 
the slot d, the follower being first raised, and 
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the lower type “2’ is withdrawn, and “3’ 
presented at the lower opening, and so on. 
Thus the necessary changes in the type may 
be changed without delay, and without mis 
take, inasmuch as the required type is the 
only one that can be withdrawn. 
Any desired type may be employed, as for 

instance that representing the days of the 
month, the hours, the months, and year, or in 
Some instances the alphabet. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. A device for holding type comprising a 

casing for holding the type in a column, a 
follower, a spring for moving said follower, 
and openings in the casing for the insertion 
and removal of the type. 

2. A device for holding type comprising a 
casing having an opening in its lower portion 
for holding a column of type, a slot at the top 

of said opening for the insertion of said type, 
a slot at the bottom of the casing for the re 
moval thereof, and a spring-actuated follower 
in the upper portion of the casing operating 
with the column in the manner and for the 
purpose set forth. 

3. A device for holding type comprising in 
combination, a casing for containing a column 
of type, and having an elongated slot, cross 
slots at each end of said slot for the insertion 
and removal of the type, a follower above the 
column, a spring, and a knob on the follower 
Working in a slot in the casing, substantially 
as and for the purposes set forth. 

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

SAMUEL H. NESBIT, 
Witnesses: 

O. JENNINGS, 
GEO. W. SCHUTZ. 
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