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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, RICHARD E. JoNES, a 

! 2 is an enlarged horizontal section taken 
through the door and frame showing the 

citizen of the United States, residing at manner of mounting the spindle. Fig. 3 is 
Hagerstown, in the county of Washington 
and State of Maryland, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Self-Tighten 
ing Twin Latches for Doors and the Like, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to certain new and useful improvements in self tightening fas 

teners, for cold storage doors, the object be 
ing to provide a fastener which is so con 
structed that the latches are drawn down 
into beveled keepers in order to cause the 
door to make a perfect contact with the 
frame at the top, bottom and sides. 
Another object of the invention is to pro simple 

and cheap in construction and one which can 
be operated from either the inside or outside 
of the door. 
A still further object of the invention is 

to provide a fastener which is spring actu 
ated so that after the door has been shut it 
is only necessary to release the operating 
lever in order to allow the pivoted latches to 
be drawn down into the keepers so as to 
cause the door to be closed tightly. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a fastener with a pair of pivoted latches ar ranged adjacent R 
of the door which co-act with keepers having 
beveled faces carried by the frame in such 
a manner that when the latches are released 
they will be drawn down into the keepers 
by the action of the springs so as to draw the 
door tightly closed. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a pair of pivoted latches which are 
nnected to an operating block by latch 

rods, said operating block being operated 
by a pivoted lever carried by a spindle 

if mounted in suitable bearings secured on the 
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parts hereinafter fully describe in the claims and shown in the accompany 

door, said spindle having a lever or handle 
at its opposite end arranged on the inner 
-face of the door to enable the door to be 
opened from the inside. With these various objects in view, my in 
vention consists in the novel features of con struction, combination and arrangement of d pointed out 
ing drawings, in which, 

Figure 1 is a front elevation, of a cold storage door and frame showing the appli 
cation of my improved twin fastener. Fig. 

e upper and lower edges 

a vertical section showing the position of 
the pivoted latches within the keepers when 
the door is in a closed position. Referring to the drawing A indicates a 
door frame and B the door, which may be 
of any desired construction, the above de Scription eing given so that the operation 
of my ill proved fastener can be readily 
understood. 

In carrying out my improved invention, I 
employ a pair of pivoted latches C and ID 
adapted to be mounted on the outer face of 
the door as clearly shown, said latches being 
carried by bearing members E and F which 
are secured to the face of the door by lag 
screws G which form pivoted members for 
the respective latches so that the latches can 
readily Swing, the movement of said latches 
being controlled by guide members H and I 
secured upon the face of the door, and 
through which the latches extend. 
Secured to the door frame A in horizontal 

alinement with the latches are keepers J and 
K which are provided with beveled inner 
edges J and K adapted to co-act with the 
latches when the same are forced into the 
keeper's so as to draw the door tightly closed 
in order that the door will be forced up against the rubber gaskets so as to form a 
perfect air tight joint. 
Connected to the upper latch C is a latch 

rod I which extends through a guide mem 
ber M secured on the face of the door and 
has its lower end secured in an operating 
block O to which is connected a lat 
which is connected at its lower end to the 
latch D so that when the operating rod is 

rod IP 

60 

65 

9 (y 

95 

moved upwardly the latches C and D will . 
be raised so as to disengage the same from 
the keepers and it will be seen that when 
the operating block O is drawn downwardly 
the latches will be drawn into the keepers. 
In order to hold the latches in the keepers 

100 

under tension I provide a coil spring R 
which has one of its ends: connected to the 
upper latch C and the other or free end to 
the door B and it will be seen that by this 
arrangement the latches will be drawn into 
the keepers by the action of the spring 
without having to operate the operating 
block. 

It will be seen that the spring R will con 
trol both of the latches as the latches are 
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2 
connected together by the latch rods in such 
a manner that when one latch is moved the 
other will also be moved so that when the 
operating block is moved upwardly both 
latches will be disengaged from the keepers 
and when released and the door is in a closed 
position they will be forced into engage 
ment with the beveled inner edges of the 

10 
keepers by the action of the spring in order 
to hold the door firmly closed. 

IFor operating the operating block OI 
provide the door with a spindle S which is 

5 

portion Tand a rounded end portion T. 
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mounted in suitable bearings S' secured to 
the inner and outer faces of the door and 
fixed on the outer end of the spindle S is 
an operating lever T provided with a handle 

which works loosely in a notch M formed 
in the operating block O so that when the 
handle T of the operating lever is forced 
downwardly the block O will be drawn up 
Wardly in order to raise the latches out of 
the keepers. The inner end of the spindle 
S is provided with an operating lever or 
handle U which is secured thereon by any 
suitable means, such as shown in Fig. 2, but 
it is of course understood that various means 
may be employed for securing the operat 
ing levers in position on the spindle with 
out departing from the spirit of my inven 
tion. v 

From the foregoing description it will be 
seen that I have provided a door fastener in 
which a pair of pivoted latches are em 
ployed which coact with a pair of keepers 
having beveled inner edges so that the door, 
will be forced tightly closed, said latches 
being normally held under spring tension 
and being operated by latch rods which are 
operated by a pivoted lever through the 
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medium of an operating block to which the 
respective ends of the latch rods are con 
nected. . . . . 
What I claim is:- 
1. A fastener of the kind described com prising a pair of pivoted latches adapted to 

be secured to the door, guide members ar 
ranged over said latches, a pair of keepers 
secured to the door frame provided with 
beveled inner edges adapted to receive said 
latches, a spring connectin 
latches to said door, latch rods connected to 
the respective latches, a block connecting 
said latch rods provided with a notch and a 
spindle carrying a lever having arounded. 
end working in the notch of Said block. 

2. A self tightening twin fastener for 
cold storage doors comprising a pair of 
keepers provided with beveled inner edges 
adapted to be secured to the door frame, a 
pair of pivoted latches carried by bearing 
inenbers secured to the door, guide mem 
bers secured to said door over said latches, 
a latch rod connected to the upper latch 
working through a guide secured to the 
door, a block carried by the lower end of 
said latch rod, a latch rod connecting said 
block to the lower latch, said block being 
provided with a notch, a spindle mounted in 
said door in bearings secured to the inner 
and outer faces of the same, a handle or 
lever secured on one end of said spindle, and 
a lever secured upon the other end provided 
with an ONE projecting rounded end 
working in the notch of said block for oper 
ating the same. 

RICHARD E. JONES. . 
Witnesses: 

R. M. KEEDY, 
C. L. KEEDY. 
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