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This invention relates to improvements in 
knives. A knife embodying this invention is 
particularly adapted for use as a paring knife or 
carving knife. 

5. It is the object of the invention to provide a 
knife with a handle having a specific relation to 
the blade and provided at a point spaced from 
the blade with a fin at a particular angle and 
adapted to lie between the forefinger and second 

10 finger of the user to be grasped between the 
forefingers and thereby to enhance the facility 
with which the operator may manipulate the 
knife. 
In the drawing: 

15 Figure i is a view in side elevation of a knife 
embodying the present invention. 

Figure 2 is a view thereof in plan, 
Figure 3 is a section taken on line 3-3 of 

Fig. 1. 
20 Figure 4 is an end elevation of the handle with 

the blade appearing in section on the line 4-4 
of Fig. 2.. 

Like parts are designated by the same refer 
ence characters throughout the several views. 

25 The particular form of the blade will obviously 
require variation to suit the particular use to 
which the knife is to be put. The knife illus 
trated is designed for use as a paring knife hav 
ing a blade 5 with a substantially rectilinear cut 

30 ting edge 6 and a curved back 7. 
The particular handle illustrated is a moulded 

handle, the material of which flows integrally 
as shown at 8 through suitable openings pro 
vided in the shaft 9 of the blade. 

35. The end of the handle is preferably beveled 
rather sharply as shown at O so that the handle 
extends materially farther along the back edge 
7 of the blade than it does along the cutting edge 
6 thereof. This provides a support at the back 

40 of the blade for the forefinger of the operator 
which enables the pressure of the operator's 
forefinger to be exerted much closer to the point 
of engagement of the blade with the work than 
would otherwise be conveniently possible. 

45. At the opposite end of the handle there is 
preferably a head it which tends to confine the 
operator's hand to the handle. I preferably, 
though not necessarily, also provide ridges 2 
and 3 of more or less conventional form at 

50 points spaced to receive the operator's fingers, 
whereby to improve his grasp on the blade. The 
ridge 3 lies between the second arid third firgers 
and the ridge 2 between the third and fourth 
fingers of the operator's hand. While such ridges 

55 have heretofore been provided on knife handles 

(C, 30-340) 
and the like, it will be noted that in the present 
device the head ridge and the ridges 2 and 
3 are Convergent, and it will also be noted that 
the ridge 3 is elongated as compared with ridge 
2 (see Fig. 1). There is, however, very little is 

difference in the height of the ridges or their 
projection from the handle proper. 
One of the important features of the invention 

consists in the web or fin 5 which is received 
between the operator's forefinger and second 10 
finger. This fin extends completely across one 
side of the handle and is distinctly different from 

- the ridges 2 and 3 in that its projection from 
the face of the handle is sufficient to enable it to 
be grasped between the operator's first and sec- 5 
ond fingers. It is not only of considerable pro 
jection, but it is very thin so that it does not 
force the fingers materially apart. Like the 
ridge 3, it is convergent toward the ridge . 
The outer margin f4 of the fin 5 is preferably 20 

Substantially rectilinear as shown in Fig. 4 and 
one of the corners of the fin which appears at 
the top in Fig. 4 is more gradually rounded than 
the lower corner, the latter being almost rec 
tangular. 25 
The back face 6 of the handle is positioned to 

be engaged in the palm of the operator's hand 
and is preferably free of ridges and is convex in 
form and rather sharply rounded at where it 
approaches the blade. 3. 
The form and extent of the fin 5 is such that 

it lies sufficiently far between the operator's fin 
gers so that the knife may be grasped by the 
pressure of these fingers toward each other en 
tirely apart from the engagement of the fingers 35 
about the handle proper. This fact has been 
found to contribute greatly to the maneuverabil 
ity of Such a knife, since it enables the operator 
freely to shift his grasp on the handle from time 
to time without dropping or even discontinuing 40 
his use of the knife. 
Thus a continuous flexing of the hand is pos 

sible even during the most rapid use of the knife 
and the operator's fingers do not become cramped 
and tired as they do in the use of an ordinary 45 
knife which depends for its manipulation and 
retention upon the clasp of the operator's fingers 
tightly about the handle. 

Furthermore, it is found that with a high fin 
at 5 immediately adjacent the portion of the 50 
handle engaged at 8 by the operator's forefinger 
over the back of the knife blade, a great firm 
ness and precision in the use of the knife is 
possible. In many other knives, attempts have 
been made to limit the movement of the operator's 5 
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hand over the back of the blade by means of some 
sort of support located at the extreme end of 
the handle adjacent the blade. In such knives, 
however, there is not the freedom of manipula 
tion nor the security of support that is provided 
by fixing the position of the operator's hand with 
a fin located between the first and second fingers 
instead of outside of the first finger. 

I claim: - 
i. In a knife, the combination with a blade 

having a cutting edge and a back edge, of a 
handle connected, with said blade and bevelled 
at its end to extend farther along the back edge 
than along the cutting edge of the blade, all sides 
of said handle convexly approaching said blade, 
together with a fin mounted on said handle Sub 
stantially wholly, at one side, thereof and pro 
jecting therefrom to a distance sufficiently to be 
engaged between the operator's first and second 
fingers, said fin being continuous substantially 
completely across one side of the handle from 
portions of the handle aligned with the back of 
the blade to portions of the handle aligned with 
the cutting edge thereof. 

2. In a knife, the combination with a blade 

2,124,615 
having a cutting edge and a back edge, of a 
handle connected with said blade and bevelled 
at its end to extend farther along the back edge 
than along the cutting edge of the blade, all sides 
of said handle. convexly approaching said blade, 
together with a fin spaced from the end of said 
blade for the width of the operator's forefinger 
and inclined with reference to said handle sufi 
cently to approach parallelism. With the beveled 
end thereof. 

3. The combination with a knife blade having 
a back and a cutting edge, of a handle connected 
with said blade and provided with a fin spaced 
from Said blade upon said handle for approxi 
mately only the width of the operator's forefinger, 
said fin projecting laterally from the handle suf 
ficiently to be received between the operator's first 
and second fingers to facilitate his grip upon the 
handle in the manipulation of the knife, and 
said fin being substantially continuous with a rela 
tively thin cross section across. one side of the 
handle from that portion of the handle adjacent 
the back of the blade to that portion of the handle 
adjacent the cutting edge thereof. a - 

WALLE FOLIZ. 25 

10 

5. 

20 

  


