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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, JAcOB B. RUSSEL, &
citizen of the United States, residing in Lan-
caster, in the county of Lancaster and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain Im-
provements in Suspenders, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to improvemeuts in
that elass of garment supporters known as
“suspenders,” which consist of two independ-
ent straps passing, respectively, over the
shoulders of the wearer, and which are termed
shoulder straps, the front ends of which are
separately secured to the garment, the rear
or back ends being together attached by the
same device to the garment behind; and it
applies more particularly to shoulder-straps
consisting of a flat web, strip, or strap of can-
vas, webbing, ribbon, tape, leather, kid or
any other preferred flat elastic or inelastic
material of suitable breadth for bearing com-
fortably on the shoulders of the wearer.

Heretofore, the rear or back ends of such
shoulder - straps have been permanently
united and, generally, permanently connect-
ed with thedevice by which they wére secured
to the garment. This construction is objec-
tionable, as the wearing out or damaging of
one strap destroys the nsefulness of the other,
so that to preserve that other the useless strap
must be replaced at the cost of much time
and labor; or, again, the device connecting
the united ends of the straps with the gar-
ment wears out before either one or both of
the straps, resulting in the discarding of the
whole or great inconvenience in replacing the
nseless parts.

The object of my invention is to overcome
these objections. With this end in view I do
not form the shoulder-straps in one piece or
permanently attach the back or rear ends
thereof directly to each other, but keep them
separate and removably secure them to the
device through which they are connected
with the garment,

The invention consists in the construction
of a clasp or buckle for detachably securing
the rear or back ends of both the shoulder-
straps of a pair of suspenders.

In the accompanying drawings, which
form a part of this specification, Figure 11is

an outer face view of the united back ends
of the shoulder-straps, the clasp, and the tabs
conneeting the clasp with:the garment. Fig.
2 is a side or edge view of the same. Fig. 3
is an onter face view of the clasp, shown de-
tached and having the flap thereof opened
out: Fig. 4 is a longitudinal vertical section
of the clasp, and Fig. 5 a similar transverse
section thereof taken on the line x—zx of Fig.
1. Fig. 6 is a side view of the eye-link of a
tab, showing the same engaged with a button,
and Fig. 7 a rear view of the same. Fig. 8is
a vertical section on line y—y of Fig. 3.

Similar letters indicate like parts through-
out the several views.

Referring to the details of the drawings,
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A indicates the back or rear ends of theshoul- -

der-straps. The extremity of these ends are,
preferably, not united, as they usually are,
but are inserted in the open end of clasp B
without being bound together, as shown in
Fig. 1, and there secured. This clasp com-
prises a hollow V-shaped metallic case, having
the upper and flaring end open and the lower
end closed, and a flap D having a toothed jaw
for securing the ends of the shoulder-straps
in the case.

In the center of the front plate of the case
there is formed an opening conforming with
the general outline thereof, the longitudinal
sides of the opening being depressed to form
bearing lips, b, for the flap D when closed.
This flap is hinged at C, at the end of the cen-
tral opening adjacent to the open end of the
case, and has that end bent inward at an ap-
proximateright angle thereto and teeth, d, cut
in the bent in edge. ’

On the swinging end of flap D thereis a
spring cateh d’, bent so as to take over and be-
low aloop b, formed by turning up the narrow
end of the back-plate of the case, which turned
up end also forms a lower wall for the case to
preventthestrap from passing through should
it be of less width than the lower end of said
case. Before the endsof the shoulder-straps
are introduced into the clasp the swinging
end of the flap is raised, as shown in Figs. 3
and 8, and as those ends are inserted the side
walls of the clasp serve to guide the edges
thereof 8o as to preserve said straps in their
proper relative positions. In the case, the
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shoulder-straps lap each other diagonally, so
that, from their ends, they may extend in a
direct line up through the case and out of
the same to the shoulders of the wearer.

The lapping of spring-cateh d’ around and
below loop b’ reinforces said loop and pre-
ventgit from being pulled or straightened out

- by the strain put upon it through the tabs
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connected therewith,ashereinafter explained.
Lipsd form a continuous bearing for the sides
of the flap and strengthen it against distor-
tion from outward pressure, the depression of
those lips permitting the flap to be so coun-
tersunk that its oater face lies flush with
that of the body of the case and prevents the
cutting or fraying by the edges of the flap of
the garment worn over the suspenders.

In loop b’ is engaged aring E, to which are
attached the tabs F. Each of these tabs is
composed of upper wire links f and f’, the
latter being connected with a lower wire link
g by an endless band G. The lower ends of
link g are spread apart and have their ex-
tremities turned over and formed into loops,
in which are hooked the ends of a button-
link H.

The upper ends 2 of link H are spread
apart, leaving a space through which the but-
ton R is inserted. From theends/ the sides
of this link approach each other to a point ’,
from which they are extended vertically,leav-
ing between them a space, r, throungh which
passes the thread ¢, uniting the button with
the cloth. Below spacer the arms of the wire
are bent together and turned outward and
then upward for a short distance, asshown at
m, when the wire is curved to form 4 circle,
the body n which bears against the button,

... theupper part p flaring outward to facilitate
40

the introduction of said button.
Idomnotlimit myself to the precise construe-
tion herein shown and described, as many al-
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terations may be made therein without de-
parting from the spirit of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A clasp comprising a hollow V-shaped
case open at the flaring end and having an
opening in a side thereof, a flap hinged in the
end of the side opening and adapted to close
the same and inwardly projecting teeth on
the hinged end of said flap, the edges of the
side opening being depressed and forming
bearings for the flap, substantially as and for
the purpose specified.

2. A clasp comprising a V-shaped case open
at the flaring end and having an opening in
the side thereof, the back of the case being
struck up at its narrow end to form a loop, a
flap hinged in the side opening adjacent to the
flaring end of the case and adapted to close
said side opening, inwardly projecting teeth
on the hinged end. of said flap, and a spring-
catch on the swinging end of the flap con-
structed to take beneath said loop, substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.

3. A clasp comprising a V-shaped case open
at the flaring end and having an opening in
the side thereof, the back of the case being
struck up at its narrow end to form a loop, a
flap-hinged in the side opening adjacent to
the flaring end of the ecase and adapted to
close said side opening, inwardly projecting
teeth on the hinged end of said flap, and a
spring-catch on the swinging end of the flap
constructed to take beneath said loop, the
edges of the side opening being depressed
and forming bearings for the flap, substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.

J. B. RUSSEL.

Witnesses: ‘

GEO. A. LANE,
WM. R. GERHART..
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