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The object of the present invention is to
provide a novel and effective means for se-
curing a fence fabric, such as expanded met-
al, to a supporting post in a manner that will
resist the shocks and strains brought against
it'by the impact of an automobile or other
body, this means furthermore performing
the functions of an extended clamp which
will act upon and hold the fabric through-
out its width. ‘

In the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a portion
of a fence or guard structure embodying
the present invention. ) :

Figure 2 is a detail view in elevation on

_an enlarged scale of a portion of the fasten-

ing means. _

Figures 8 and 4 are respectively sectional
views on the lines 3—3 and 4—4 of Figure 2.

Figure 5 is a front elevation of the locking
or holding plate. )

Figure 6 is a view at right angles to Fig-
ure 5. o

Figure 7 is a detail perspective view of
a portion of the holding plate.

Figure 8 is a front elevation of the re-
‘taining or clamping plate.

In the embodiment disclosed, the guard or
fence is, as usual, supported on a set of spaced
posts 9, which may be of any desired form
or material. The fabric 10 of the fence or
guard is preferably of expanded metal
formed into lengths, each of which may ex-
tend across a plurality of posts, the ends,
however, being arranged in overlapping rela-
tion on one of the posts, as will be clear by
reference to Figures 2, 8 and 4. This ex-
panded metal is, as is well known, in retic-
ulated form, consisting of strands 11 integral-
ly connected at spaced points, as shown at
12, and generally forming diamond meshes.

In order to eﬁ%ctively secure the fabric 10
to the posts 9, and particularly where the
overlapping ends of the lengths of fabric
are located, the following fastening means
is employed. A holding strip or plate 13 is
placed longitudinally on the face of the post.
. This strip has outstanding holding lugs 14
preferably formed by upsetting portions of
the metal, as will be clear by reference to

Figure 7." The end meshes of the fabric 10
are overlapped against the strip 13 with the
outstanding holding lugs 14 engaged in the

terminal angles formed by the strands.

Thus one end of one length of fabric over-
lies the other and the strain is in opposite di-
rections against the lugs.

Placed over the thus secured fabric is a re-
taining and clamping plate 15 consisting of
an elongated bar or plate of metal with its

margins 16 bent rearwardly. The plate 15
-is wider than the strip 13 so that it complete- |

ly encloses the same and projects beyond its
side -edges. Through these strips or plates
13 and 15 are passed holding bolts 17 that also
pass through the posts and serve to bind the
structure tightly with the parts in closely
associated relation. The bolts preferably
have portions of their shanks which pass
through the metal strips square, so that they
will not turn.

It will be understood that the above de-
scribed fastening means may be employed on
all the posts, but is especially desirable at
the meeting ends of the lengths of fabric.
When in place the fabric is thus secured
against pulling strains throughout its width,
not only being positively fastened by the
lugs 14, but being effectively clamped by the
rearwardly turned margins 16 of the retain-
ing plate 15.

From the foregoing, it is thought that the
construction, operation and many advantages
of the herein described invention will be ap-
parent to those skilled in the art without fur-

ther description, and it will be understood

that various changes in the size, shape, pro-
portion and minor details of construction may
be resorted to without departing from the

spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages of

the invention.

What I claim, is:

1. A guard fence or the like including a
post, holding elements outstanding from the
post, a fence fabric comprising sections hav-
g strands provided with end loops that de-
tachably pass over the free ends of the hold-
ing elements and are engaged about the Kold-
ing elements, and a retainer mounted on the
post and overlying the fabric and retaining
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elements to hold the loops against detachment.

2. A guard fence or the like including a
post, a plate therein having spaced outstand-
ing holding elements, a fence fabric having
connected strands forming terminal loops
that detachably pass over the free ends of
the holding elements and are engaged about
the holding elements, and a retainer mounted
on the post and overlying the fabric and re-
taining elements to hold the loops against
detachment.

3. A guard fence or the like including a
post, holding elements outstanding fromr the
post fence fabric sections extending on oppo-
site sides of the post and having reticulated
portions provided with terminal loops that
are overlapped and engaged over the holding
elements, and a retainer mounted on the post
and overlying the fabric and retaining ele-
ments.

4. A guard fence or the like including a
post, holding elements outstanding from the
post, fence fabric sections extending on oppo-
site sides of the post and having reticulated
end portions overlapped and engaged over
the holding elements and disposed in over-
lapping relation, and a retainer mounted on
the post and overlying the fabric and retain-
ing elements. '

5. A guard fence or the like including a
post, an elongated plate mounted longitudi-
nally on the post and having outstanding
holding lugs, reticulated fence fabric having
overlapping end portions located over the
plate and engaged by the lugs, and a cover
retaining plate secured over the holding plate
and covering the lugs and the portions of the
fabric engaged with said lugs. '

6. A guard fence or the like including a
post, a plate located longitudinally thereon
and having outstanding holding lugs, reticu-
lated fence fabric, with the meshes of which
said lugs are engaged, a retainer plate located
over the holding plate and covering the outer
ends of the lugs and the portions of the fabric
engaged therewith, said plate having inset
clamping margins, and means securing the
holding and retaining plates to the post.

7. A fence or guard structure of the char-
acter set forth including a post, a reticulated
metal fabric extending across the post, a
holding plate extending longitudinally of the
post behind the fabric, a clamping plate ex-
tending longitudinally of the post over the
fabric and the holding plate and covering the
lugs of the latter, and means for drawing the
plates tightly together to clamp the fabric
between them. -

8. A fence or guard structure of the char-
acter set forth, including a post, a reticu-
lated metal fabric extending across the post,
a holding plate extending longitudinally of
the post behind the fabric, a clamping plate
extending longitudinally of the post over the
fabric and the holding plate, and wider than
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the latter, said clamping plate having rear-
wardly turned side margins, and means for
drawing the plates tightly together to clamp
the fabric between them.

9: A fence or guard structure of the char-
acter set forth, including a post, a holding
plate extending longitudinally of the post
and having outstanding lugs, a fabric having
strands engaged by the lugs, a clamping plate
extending longitudinally of the post over the
holding plate and covering the lugs, and fast-
eners for the clamping plate passing there-
through and through the holding plate and
entering the post.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature.

JOSEPH E. McCRACKEN.
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