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Claim 1 describes that "a partial structure Z1" in formula 1 is "a
condensed polycyclic group optionally containing a nitrogen atom in the
skeleton". However, the whole structures included in the part
represented by "Z1" as described above cannot be understood merely by
these matters used to specify the invention.

Therefore, claim 1 lacks the requirement of the clarity prescribed
under PCT Article 6.

This opinion may be also applied to claims 3-18 which directly or
indirectly refer to claim 1.

Claim 1 describes that "Arl" in formula 1 "represents an arylene group
or a divalent aromatic heterocyclic group".

In paragraph [0027] of the description of the present application,
"biphenyl™ is cited as an example of the aforesaid "Arl". Thus, it is
recognized that the aforesaid "Arl" includes a group of substituent
structures in which independent multiple rings are bonded together via
single bonds, etc.

However, the matters of "arylene" or "aromatic heterocycle" per se
include various cyclic structures over a broad scope.

Taking such a structure as biphenyl, inwhichmultiple rings are bonded
together via single bonds, into consideration, there are a huge number
of combinations thereof. When the kind of bonds and the bond positions
of these bonds to individual rings are further taken into consideration,
moreover, the number of combinations much more increases. As a result,
it appears that "Arl" includes a substantially unlimited number of
structures.

In "Arl" that includes a substantiallyunlimited number of structures,
claim 1 does not specifywhichpart serves as abond position toanadjacent
nitrogen atom or thiophene ring.

According toclaiml, therefore, neither the whole structures included
in "Arl" nor any bond point to an adjacent nitrogen atom or thiophene
ring can be clearly understood. Thus, claim 1l seemingly fails to satisfy
the requirement of clearness as defined in Article 6 of the PCT.

This opinion may be also applied to claims 2 and 4-18 which directly
or indirectly refer to claim 1.

Since there is the above-said reason with respect to claim 1, it is
difficult to carry out a meaningful prior art search thereon.

With regard to the structure of the "Z1" part in claim 1, prior art
documents were searched exclusively for compounds having structures
represented by general formulae 11-19 as set forth in claim 2.

With regard to the structure of the "Arl" part in claim 1, prior art
documents were searched exclusively for compounds having structures
comprising "a phenylene group", "a biphenylene group" or "a naphthylene
group" as described in claim 3.
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