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PAPER ROLL HoLDER 

Elvah O. Bulman, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Application April 7, 1947, serial No. 739,776 : 

The present invention relates to a very practi 
cal, economically constructed and assembled hold 
er for rolls of wrapping paper of the type which 
is used in retail stores for wrapping merchandise. 

... In my invention the structure is of a light yet 

...very strong and sturdy construction, may be 
shipped disassembled, being very quickly assen 
bled at the place of use by connecting and asso 
ciating the parts together and securing them by a 
number of short bolts, and when thus secured, 
none of the parts which make up the paper roll 
holder may be either accidentally or otherwise 
disconnected from each other in service, and the 
nuts on the bolts are held against unturning by 
reason of a tension upon the bolt shanks, due 
to the novel construction used, the force of Said 
tension acting against the inner sides of the bolt 
heads and nuts so that neither can be turned with 
respect to the other, except by the application of 
a greater force than will normally be developed in 
the regular use of the paper holder. The major 
portion of the structure of the paper holder is of 
sheet metal, which is readily shaped and formed 
by punch press operations, resulting in greatest 
economy in manufacture. 
... An understanding of the invention may be had 
from the following description, taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings, in which, 

Fig. 1 is an elevation of the paper roll holder of 
ny invention. - 

Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical section on the 
plane of line 2-2 of Fig. . . 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary enlarged longitudinal 
vertical section on the plane of line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary enlarged vertical trans 
verse section on the plane of line 4-3 of Fig. 1, 
showing the cutter elevated relative to Fig. 1. 

Fig. 5 is a like view with the cutter for the paper 
in its down operative position, different from Fig. 
4 where it is elevated and in inoperative position. 

Fig.6 shows in perspective, separate from each 
other, the immediate sheet metal parts compris 
ing the cutter bar mounting arms and the mem 
bers used and associated therewith for pivotally 
mounting them. . . . 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged vertical section through the 
base Support of one of the standards on the plan 
of line 7-7 of Fig.1. . . ." - 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary horizontal section and 
plan on the plane of line 8-8 of Fig. 1 and 

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of a base support, 
one for each of the standards, and of one end of 
the connecting bar between them. . . . 
... Like reference characters refer to Jike parts in 
the different figures of the drawings. .':. . . . . . . 
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In the construction, two spaced apart vertical 
Standards are assembled with and connected each 
to a base support (Figs. 7 and 9), which is formed 
from sheet metal, having an upper. Web with 
a downwardly extending continuous flange 2 
around it, the end portions of the support being 
at a Slightly lower plane than the center portion, 
and in the web at each end a slot is cut, having 
a relatively large size at 3 at its inner end, a nar 
roW Slot 4, the sides of which are at an acute 
angle to each other, connecting said larger end 
opening 3 With a smaller opening 5. The inter 
mediate raised portion of the web is formed With 
tWo Spaced depressions 6 of rectangular form dis 
posed Symmetrical to the transverse center plane 
of the base support, leaving between them a hori 
ZOntal Section which, while resistant to deforma 

30 

stion, has a degree of flexibility so that it may be 
Sprung, or Strained to one side of its normal plane. 
At the inner upper corner, and midway between 
the ends of each base support, an opening 8 is cut, 
leaving a vertical tongue 9 integrally connected 
With the adjacent flange 2. In the roll holder a 
flat bar (, having an opening 9a, as shown (Fig. 
9) adjacent each end thereof, has the end por 

rtions, thereof inserted underneath the adjacent 
portions of the center sections 7 of the base sup 
ports, With the tongues 9 extending upwardly 
through the openings in the bar 9. 
The two base Supports and the bar (, are first 

connected together in the assembly of the roll 
holder parts, and it is obvious from the described 
structure that the bar 6 is inseparably connected 

... With each of the base supports and can not be 

40. 

disconnected from either as long as said two base 
Supports are in a common plane. The openings in 
the end portions of the upper web will serve to 
pass Screws for the securing of said base supports 
to a counter top or other horizontal member 
above which the roll holder is to be located, or 
rubber foot members having relatively large un 
der portions fi (Fig. 8) and relatively small diam 
etershanks. laterminating in larger heads 2 
may be attached, the heads of the shanks going 
upwardly through the larger area portions 3 of 
the slots, and then by moving the shanks to the 
Smaller ends 5 and forcing and squeezing them 
by the edges bounding the slots 3, they will be 
held in position against accidental disconnection. 

50. Two standards each made of a single length of 
flat metal are connected at their lower ends, each to a described base'support. Each has a longi 
tudinal Web. 3 reinforced at its longitudinal edges 
by outwardly pressed ribs. 4 which terminate in 

55, inwardly. extending flangest 5, as shown in Fig. 
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8. At each end the metal is turned laterally in 
Ward at right angles and formed with two flanges 
16 lying in the same plane, connected by an 
intermediate channel portion fl. An upper bar 
8 generally of wood, paralleling the lower bar 0, 

lies adjacent its ends and at its under side against 
the upper flanges 6, with the WebS f of the 
intermediate channel sections Spaced from the 
under side of said bar 8 (FigS. 4 and 5). At the 
lower end of each standard the webs G are re 
ceived in the rectangular depressions 6 and the 
intermediate channel portions are spaced a short. 
distance above the central sections 7 of the WebS 
of the base support. Bolts 8d, pass through the 
upper bar 8 and through the webs of the upper 
channel sections , receiving nuts 8b at their 
lower ends, and shorter bolts a pass through the 
webs of the lower channels f and through said 
sections , also receiving nuts 7b at their lower 
ends, securely connecting the partS together. 
When the nuts are tightened the parts 7 and 7 
are strained toward each other at the lower ends 
of the standards and the parts f at the upper 
ends of such standards are Strained and forced 
toward the upper bar 8. A heavy tension is im 
parted to the bolts with resultant pressture against 
the nuts thereon, which serves to frictionally hold 
the nuts from aimless or accidental unturning 
under all conditions of Service of the paper roll 
holder. 
Toward the upper end and at the inner side 

of each of the Standards a bracket is permanently 
Secured. Each of Said bracketS is made from a 
single length of fiat metal. With an intermediate 
rectangular section 9 (Fig. 6) from the upper 
end of which a leg 20 is turned outwardly at right 
angles terminating in a fiat base 2, which lies 
against the inner Side of the Web 3 of its aSSo 
ciated Standard and is preferably Spot-Welded 
thereto. At the other end the intermediate Sec 
tion is continued and turned outwardly termi 
nating in a foot 22 in the same plane with the 
foot 2 located against the web f3 and spot-welded 
thereto. At the lower portion of the section 9, 
the metal is struck outwardly in a horizonal shelf 
23 which has a rectangular guided slot 24 through 
it, as shown. Near the upper end of eachi section 
9 the metal is struck outwardly to form a gen 

erally semi-cylindrical bearing 25 the purpose 
of Which will hereinafter be described. 
A flat bar having a widened upper end section 

23 from which a narrower flat and longer section 
27 extends is used with each of the shelves 23, 
the arrower portions 27 passing through the 
slots 24. The upper wider part 26 has a circular 
opening 28 therethrough, connected by a narrow 
slot to the outside as shown in Fig. 6, and a coiled 
compression spring 29 is located around the part 
2 bearing at its upper end against the lower 
edges of the Wider Section 26 and at its lower 
end against the shelf 23 (Fig. 3). Two arms 30 
of flat metal each, at its inner end, having a 
laterally turned leg 3 with an opening there 
through are connected one with each of the wider 
end portions 26 by inserting an edge of the leg 3 
opposite an end of the opening through the Slot 
leading to the circular opening 28. Each of said 
arms 38, near its inner end, has a circular opening 
33 through which a bearing 25 extends. Each of 
Said arms 3, at its outer end portion, has a 
generally triangular opening 34 cut therethrough, 
Between the outer ends of the arms 30 a presser 
and paper cutter bar extends, made from a length 
of flat metal of convex form as shown at 35 (Figs. 
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4. 
flanged at 36 for reinforcement. The ends of the 
cutter bar, each has a narrowed hook 37 integral 
therewith and projecting therefrom, to paSS 
through an opening 34 and below each of the 
hooks 3 is an upwardly extending finger 38 
which is disposed outwardly a short distance 
fro; the extreme outer end of the adjacent arm 
33. The projecting hook 37 is of a width that 
the cutter bar may swing back and forth between 
One side of the opening 34 to the other the edge 
of the hook 3 lying closely adjacent the inner 
arc shaped Side of Said opening. 

Substantially midway between the upper and 
lower ends of each standard and at the inner side 
thereof a holding socket 39 of sheet metal is per 
manently Secured by Welding, both of Said Socket 
lenbers being in the Sane horizontal plane and 

adapted to receive the ends of a rod 4) upon 
Which a roll of paper is Wound. 
With a construction as described, the arms 30 

may be lifted to upper position as in Fig. 4, lifting 
the paper cutter 35 away from the paper roll, the 
cutline of which is shown in dash lines in Figs, 
2 and 5 with the edge of the cutter 35 against it, 
In the down position as in FigS. 2 and 5 the Outer 
edge of the cutter bar 35 presses against the paper 
and is held Snugly by the force of the spring 
3 Which tends to turn the arms 3 in a counter 

clockwise direction when in the position shown 
in Fig. 5. When turned to upper position the 
lines of force of the springs 29 pass in front of 
the axis of the bearingS 25 SO that the spring 
tends to turn Said arms 3 and the bar 35 clock 
Wise or in an opposite direction until said arms 
are stopped against the bar 18. Paper may be 
unrolled and then cut against the outer lower 
edge of the clutter bar 35 in the usual manner 
after the desired length has been withdrawn, 
After a roll of paper is exhausted a new rol 
may be put in place With the cutter bar occupy 
ing the position in Fig. 4. 
The construction as described is very sturdy, 

dependable, efficient and economical to manufac 
ture. After the assembly is completed there are 

5 no parts which can work loose and become dis 
connected under the Service to Which the rol 
holder is Subjected. 
The aSSembly is Sinple and easy, the Structure 

has proven particularly satisfactory. 
The invention is defined in the appended claims 

and is to be considered comprehensive of a forms 
of Structure coming within itS Scope. 

I claim: 
1. In a paper roll holder, a Supporting frame 

including tWo Spaced apart Standards, a base Sup 
porting member at the lower end of each stand 
ard, Said Standards and base Supporting members 
having parts slightly spaced from each other, 
neanS for connecting Such Standard to its base 
Support including bolts and nutS, the bolts pass 
ing through Said Spaced parts of Said standards 
and Supporting members, said parts being yield 
ingly resistant and Sprung towards each other 
and exerting pressure upon the bolt heads arid 
nuts to prevent relative movement of the bolts 
and nitS With respect to each other, a transverse 
bar across the upper ends of the standards, bolts 
paSSing through Said Standards and the upper 
ends of the bar, Said upper ends of the standards 

70 having yieldingly resistant portions spaced from 
the bar deformed by the bolt connections and 
nuts on the bolts to exert deforming pressure on 
Said yielding portions. 

2. In a paper roll holder and cutter, a support 
4 and 5), and at its inner edge longitudinally 75 ing frame comprising vertical standards spaced 
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from each other, a top croSS bar between the 
upper ends of the standards, bolts connecting the 
bar to said standards, said standards at their 
upper ends having Spaced flanges bearing against 
the lower Side of the bar at each end thereof 
and an integral downWardly extending channel 
portion between Said flanges spaced from the un 
der Side of the bar and through Which the bolts 
pass, nuts at the lower ends of the bolts bearing 
against and preSSing Said channel portions toWard lo 
the bar, a Supporting base connected to the lower 
end of each Standard and a bar extending be 
tween the Supporting bases and paralleling the 
upper bar. 

3. The elements of claim 2 in which said Sup 
porting bases near each end are provided with 
openings each comprising Spaced larger and 

6 
Smaller OpeningS connected by a slot and a re 
Silient foot member having a large base portion, 
a Small neck and a larger head inserted through 
said larger opening and the neck moved through 
Said slot into Said Smaller opening. 

EVAH. O. BULMAN. 
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