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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 266,867, dated October 31, 1882,
Application filed Janunary 27, 1882, (No model.)

Lo all whom it may concern :
Beit known that I, CHARLES D. MILLER, of
Des Moiues, in thecounty of Polk and Srate of
lowa, have invented an Improved Hasp, Seal,
and Tag, and method of sealing cars, boxes,
mail-bags, &e., therewith, of which the follow-
ing is a specification, ' .
The object of my invention is todeter crime
and protect property in cars, boxes, bags, or
1o other receptacles that can be locked by means
of a hasp adapted tobeflexibly connected with
such a receptacle at one of its ends, and fast-
ened thereto at its opposite end by means of a
staple in the manuer that hasps are commonly
15 applied and unsed on baildings, cars, &e.

Heretofore seals have been inserted in vari-
ous forms of locks and bolts, and a hasp hav-
ing a cap to cover a seal and lock has been
used, in combination with a fixed lock, to in-
close and protect a seal; but in no iustance
has a complete seal-box been made an immova-
ble and permanent part of a4 hasp to adapt the
hasp to be used for all the common purposes
for which hasps can be applied, and also used
23 independently of alock, bolt, or other extrane-

ous device, for the purpose of receiving, re-
taining, and protecting a seal that will be rupt-
ured and destroyed by theremoval of the hasp
from a fixed staple, and also for the purpose
30 of retaining andsealing ashipping-tag, as con-
templated by my invention, and as hereinafter
fully set forth.
Figure 1 of my accompanying drawings is a
perspective view of my improved hasp. Tig.
35 2is a longitudinalsection thereof. Tig. 3 isa
perspective view of my sealing-strip. Fig. 4
is a view of my shipping-tag. Fig. 5 is a per-
spective view, showing my invention in prac-
tical use on a ear, Jointly considered, these
4o figures clearly illustrate the constraction, ap-
plication, and operation of my complete inven-
tion.

o o represent a bar and hasp that hasa flat
under side, a perforation, No. 1, at one end,
through which to pass a screw, staple, rivet,
or other suitabledevice for pivoting or hinging
it fast to a door, and a slot, No. 2, at its oppo-
site end, adapted to admit a fixed staple.

b b represent a seal-box on the top side of
so the bar and hasp, formed integral therewith in

a mold, or fixed thereto in any suitable way.

20

¢ is a recess or panel that extends trans-
versely from the lower side of thesgeal-box and
hasp to near the opposite edge in such aman-
ner as toprovide an open space through which gz
a seal in the box will be plainly visible when
in use. The bottom is open at the frout end
of this panel to prevent dirt, water, snow, and
ice from accumulating therein.

No. 3 is a transverse slot formed throngh the Go
bar and hasp « @ to intersect the panel ¢in the
seal-box, The edges of this slot may be ser-
rated or toothed, as shown in Fig. 1, to aid in
destroying the seal when the hasp is moved
relatively to a staple in the slot. 65

d d is a longitudinal cavity in the seal-box
b b, adapted toreceive my sealing-strip. This
cavity is open atone end and closed at the
other, and intersects the panel ¢ in such 2 man-
ner that the sealing-strip inserted therein will 7o
extend across the panel or uncovered space e.

grepresentsan inclined plane orswell formed
oun or fixed to the floor of the seal-box at some
distance from the mouth of the cavity d d.

h represents a shonlder or stop ou the roof 73
of the seal-box, that is adapted to retain and
couceal the end of a sealing-strip, so that the
seal cannot be withdrawn through the mouth
of the cavity where it was introduced. The
sawme result may be accomplishied by transpos- 8o
ing the positious of the swell ¢ and stop or
shoulder £. ®

I 1/ are shoulders or stops formed on the
under side of the roof of the seal-box to ob-
struct theinsertion of a wire for the purpose of 8g
picking tire seal out of the seal-box.

iirepresentmy sealing-strip. Itcorresponds
in length and width with the cavity d 4 in the
seal-box,and may vary in size and shape, as re-
quired, to fit hasps of various forms and di- go
mensions. Lt is made of paper-board, sheet
metal, or any suitable flexible material that is
readily broken when tampered with whilein use.

o represents a distinguishing-mark fixed
upon the sealing-strip in any style of art de- gg
sired, by printing or embossing direct thereon
by meaus of types, dies, and a press, or by at-
taching wax, wafers, or other adhesive seal or
private mark that will indicate ownership and
identity property.

In the practical operation of my hasp and
seal I fix a hasp to abuilding, car, box, or bag
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in a common way, and then fix staples to the
same object in such positions relative to each

- other and the slots in the bar and hasp that
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when the hasp is adjusted to fasten and lock
the receptacle the fixed staples will project
through the said slots and my sealing-strip
passed through the staple then visible in the
panel ¢; and when the hasp is thus adjusted,
fastened, and locked, as shown in Fig. 5,1
séal the car, box, or bag, or other recéptacle to
which it is attached, by simply inserting my
tlexible sealing strip ¢4 in the mouth of the
cavity-d d of the sealing-box b b aud push it
in out of sight. As the rear portion of the
strip passes the inelined plane or swell g on
the floor of the cavity it is thereby bent and
sprung up to engage the stop or shoulder & at
the mouth of thecavity in sueha mannerasto
be restricted from any retrograde movement
and escape; and when the strip and seal is
thus introduced and secured in the hasp it will
be concealed, excepting that portion that ex-
tends through the panel ¢and contains the
insignia or private mark m, and as long asthat
part of the seal remains-intact the receptacle
aud its contents are practically sealed, and

when the seal is removed or ruptured it is an

indication that the hasp has been loosened or
tampered with. Persons familiar with my de-
vice and intrusted with property sealed there-

with will therefore be deterred from any at-

tempt to commit a theft through fear of being
detected, because they cannot replace aprivate
seal, and the inconvenience and dangers inci-
dent to making and using counterfeit seals
would afford still further security to the owner
of the seal and the property sealed therewith,
and will also be additional eause to prevent
the consummation of burglary and theft,

By forming an opening or slot, r, in the side
of the hasp to intersect the opening or panel ¢,
and providing a shipping-tag with a neck, s,
and slot #, as shown in Fig. 4, T can readily

combine ashipping-tag with my hasp and seal-
ing-strip and seal the tag simultaneously with
the car, box, or bag by means of one and the
same seal.

To use my hasp and seal on a door that does
uot slide, but is hinged to swing, I simply hang
the basp to the st-ationary door frame or facing
and fix a staple in the door so as to enter the
hasp through the slot No. 3.

The slot No. 2 may be dispensed with and a
bolt, padlock, or other fastening inserted in
the staple that projects through the slot No.
3 and the panel or uncovered portion ¢ of the
sealing-box.

In place of forming the slot No. 3in a trans-
verse position relative to the hasp, it may run
lengthwise thereto, and. the sealing-box and
cavity put in a transverse position,so that the
seal can be inserted and moved atmghb angles
to the hasp.

1 claim as my invention—

1. An improved hasp having a complete
seal cavity or box adapted to engage a fixed
eye or staple, and to receive and retain a seal
independently of any lock, bolt, or other ex-
trancous device, and to rupture and destroy the
seal by removing the hasp from the staple, sub-
stantially as set forth, for the purposesspecified.

2. In combination with a basp, ¢ a, having
a slot, No. 3, the sealing-box b b, having a
cavity, d d, with an inclined plane or swell, g,
and a stop or shoulder, &, substantially as
shownand described, for the purposes specified.

3. The hasp a a, baving a slot, No. 3, a seal-
cavity, d d, and an intersecting opening, r, and

thereby adapted to simultaneously and jointly .

seal a car,box, or bag, and a shipping-tag, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes specified.

OHARLES.D. MILLER.

Witnesses: _
IFrank H. PERRY,
THOMAS G. ORWIG.
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