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This invention relates to a device used mainly 
for sealing cartons and similar packages by means 
of adhesive paper tape and for similar purposes. 
The main objects of the invention are to pro 

vide a tape Sealing device of the character indi 
cated, by means of which a carton or the like 

- may be quickly and easily sealed with adhesive 
tape; to provide such a device which is of light 
Weight, well balanced, and easy to manipulate, 
and which is portable; to provide such a device 
which may be manufactured economically and at 
low cost, and the use of which will result in sub 
stantial savings in respect of time required for 
sealing the package or performing a like opera 
tion and in respect of the amount of tape re 
quired per package. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

are to provide, in a device of the character de 
scribed, means for automatically wetting the ad 
hesive tape as a part of the operation of apply 
ing the tape to the package; to provide means 
for effectively controlling the amount of water 
applied to the tape; to provide an arrangement 
whereby the danger of spilling water from the 
device is substantially overcome; to provide an 
arrangement for effectively pressing the tape 
against the surfaces on which it is applied so as 
to Squeeze out air pockets and insure effective 
attachment of the entire area of the tape to the 
surfaces on which it is applied; and to provide 
an arrangement whereby undesirable adhesion of 
the tape to the device itself is prevented so as to 
insure instant operability of the device at all 
times. 

In general, it is the object of the invention to 
provide a device of the character indicated which 
Will be efficient, durable and trouble-free in oper 
ation, and in which the tape supply may be eas 
ily and quickly renewed when required. Other 
objects and advantages of the invention will be 
understood by reference to the following specif 
cation and accompanying drawings (two sheets) 
Wherein there is disclosed a tape sealing device 
embodying a Selected embodiment of the inven 
tion together with the manner of using the de 
vice. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a section on a vertical plane 

through the device. 
Figure 2 is a fragmentary plan as represented 

by the line 2-2 of Figure. 
Figure 3 is a section on the line 3-3 of Fig 

Ure. 
Figure 4 is a perspective illustrating the man 

ner of using the device. 
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Figure 5 is a side elevation further illustrating 
the manner of using the device, and 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary perspective illustrat 
ing certain modified details of construction. 

Referring now to the drawings, the device 
therein shown embodies a main housing ?o com 
prising sides and f2, a bottom 3 which ex 
tends rearwardly and upwardly to form a cylin 
drical rear wall 4, and a cover 5 which is 
hingedly connected at 6 to the upper edge of 
the rear wall 4. The housing O may be made 
of any suitable material such as sheet metal. It 
is preferably finished both on the inside and out 
side by painting or otherwise so as to provide 
a neat and attractive appearance and also to pro 
tect the housing against corrosion when made 
of metal. It will be apparent that the side walls, 
bottom, and rear wall of the housing may be 
made of one piece of metal. The side walls 
and 2 are bent upwardly from the bottom wall, 
and the rear ends of the side wall are cut to fit 
the cylindrical form of the rear wall, the rear 
edges of the side wall being rigidly connected to 
the rear wall by welding, soldering, or by means 
of Corner brackets or braces such as indicated 
at , which may be suitably secured to the parts. 
The cover is preferably provided with suitable 

longitudinally extending stiffening ribs 8 pressed 
thereinto, and the side edges of the cover are 
rebent so as to provide inwardly facing channels 
9-9 at opposite sides as best shown in Figure 

3. The channel edge structure Of the COver 
Serves to stiffen the same and also provides ledges 
at Opposite sides to facilitate gripping and han 
dling of the device. The cover may be releas 
ably locked in closed position by means of spring 
locks 20-20 Secured to the inside of the respec 
tive side Walls and provided with outwardly 
turned end portions 2 which are adapted to 
project into the channels 9-9 at the sides of 
the cover. The locking springs 20 may be dis 
placed inwardly by pressing on buttons 22 which 
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are Secured to the springs 20 and project out 
Wardly therefrom through suitable openings in 
the side walls and 2. 
Within the housing to there is provided a tape 

moistening device indicated in its entirety by the 
reference numeral 23, and a roll 24 of adhesive 
paper tape. The tape strip 25 is drawn from 
the roll 24, as clearly indicated in Figure, 1, and 
is carried through the moistening device 23 and 
emerges from one end of the device under a re 
silient rubber roller 26. 
The roller 26 is rotatably mounted in side por 

tions of a hood element 27, which is hinged as 



2 
indicated at 28 to the adjacent end of the cover 
f5. A suitable leaf spring 29, herein shown as 
of two ply construction, has one end anchored 
by riveting or otherwise, as shown at 30, to the 
cover, and its other end engaged with the outside 
of the hood 27. Said spring 29 serves to yield 
ingly resist movement of the hood 27 and roller 
26 about the axis of the hinge 28. In Figure 1, 
the roller 26 and hood 27 are shown in a slightly 
upwardly displaced position, which is a normal 
operating position, but it will be understood that 
when the device is idle, the spring 29 will hold 
the roller 26 with its lower surface portion some 
what below the plane of the bottom 3 of the 
housing, 
The moistening device 23 is preferably made 

of copper or equivalent sheet metal so as to be 
non-breakable and so as to resist corrosion in 
cident to the employment of water for moisten 
ing the tape, and also so as to resist any corrosive 
effect which may result from the ingredients of 
the adhesive present on the tape 25. The mois 
tening device 23 embodies a hollow receptacle 
having a rear portion 3 of substantial front-to 
rear and vertical dimensions as shown in Figure 
, the side-to-side dimension being such that the 
device will fit freely within the housing fo. The 
forward portion 32 of the moistening device is 
formed so as to be relatively shallow, the forward 
top wall portion 33 being Suitably shaped to pro 
wide, Outwardly thereof, a space between the sides 
of the device for housing a moistening roll 34 and 
a guide roll 35. As shown in Figures 1 and 2, 
the side walls 36 and 3 of the moistening device 
are provided with notches such as indicated at 38 
for removably receiving the projecting end por. 
tions of a shaft 39 of the moistening roll 34. Said 
side walls are also provided with suitably rein 
forced bearing openings 40 for rotatably support 
ing the guide roll 35. 
The moistening roll 34 may be made of any 

suitable moisture absorbent material. One effi 
cient form of construction is of synthetic, fine 
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grain, Sponge-like material which has a high ca 
pacity for moisture absorption and which is of 
Sponge-like character except that it is of very 
Small grain or cellular construction. Other ma 
terials, such as felt and the like, may of course 
be employed. 
When the roller is made of synthetic sponge 

material such as referred to, the roller is pref 
erably made of a plurality of coaxially disposed 
sections 34a arranged side by side with interven 
ing coaxial discs 4. The outside diameter of the 
discs is preferably somewhat less than that 
Of the roller Sections and said discs, being formed 
of relatively stiff material which is not softened 
by water, serve the purpose of preventing flatten 
ing or collapsing of the roller by the tape strip. 
Rotation of the moistening roll 34 incident to 
movement of the tape strip over the surface of 
the roller is thereby insured even though the wa 
ter absorbent sections, when wet, are so softened 
that they would be flattened by the pressure of 
the tape, thereon and would not, in the absence 
of said discs, rotate satisfactorily. By employ 
ing the synthetic sponge material mentioned, 
there is no tendency for the moistened tape to 
stick to the roll even after the device stands idle 
for a considerable length of time. This is prob 
ably due to the small cellular structure of the 
Sponge-like material which, in the main, presents 
a multiplicity of very thin edges for contacting 
with the adhesive bearing side of the tape strip. 
At the ends of the roll there are provided end 
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discs 42 of relatively rigid, non-absorbent mate 
rial. These discs are somewhat larger in diam 
eter than the normal outside diameter of the roll 
and constitute guides for the side edges of the 
tape strip. The shaft or spindle 39 of the roll 
may advantageously consist of a length of copper 
tubing or other non-rusting material. 
The guide roll 35 may be of wood or other suit 

able non-rusting material, and it may be rotat 
ably supported in the bearings 40-40 by suitable 
end shafts here shown as being in the form of 
brass screws driven into the ends of the roll 35, 
the head portions of the Screws fitting freely in 
the bearing openings 40 so that the guide roll is 
freely rotatable. 
The top wall of the rear portion 3 of the mois 

tening device is provided with a filling opening 
43 which may be closed by a removable cork 44 
of rubber or other suitable material so as to pro 
vide an air-tight seal for said opening. The 
moistening device is filled with Water and the 
cork inserted in the opening. Water is delivered 
from the device to the moistening roll 34 through 
a small opening 45 provided in the concave for 
Ward top wall portion 33 which underlies said roll 
34. It will be apparent that water will not nor 
mally flow out through said opening 45 inasmuch 
as the rear chamber portion of the device is so 
sealed that air cannot enter to permit such flow. 
However, by applying pressure to the bottom wall 
46 of the moistening device, a small amount of 
water will be, in effect, pumped out of the cham 
ber and directed in a stream against the roll 34. 
Only a very small quantity of water will accumu 
late in the well formed by the concave front top 
Wall portion 33 under the roller 34, and such wa 
ter as does collect will usually be picked up by the 
roller 34 so as to leave the said well substantially 
dry. 
For pumping water out of the receptacle and 

into the well or against the roll 34, a resilient leaf 
spring 47 is secured at one end as shown at 48 
to the bottom wall 3 of the housing. The Spring 
47 is bowed downwardly and projects out from 
the bottom wall of the housing, and has its front 
end in sliding contact with the bottom wall 46 
of the moistening device. A wear plate 49 may 
advantageously be provided on the bottom of the 
moistening device to protect the same against 
wear incident to the engagement therewith of 
the free end of the spring 47. 
In Figure 1, the spring 47 is illustrated in an 

upwardly pressed condition in which its free end 
has pressed the bottom 46 of the moistening de 
vice upwardly to effect the discharge of a Small 
quantity of moisture against the roll 34. In using 
the device, sufficient pressure is ordinarily en 
ployed to hold the spring 47 in said upwardly 
pressed position and the pressure roller 26 in the 
position illustrated against the pressure of the 
spring 29. Upward displacement of the moisten 
ing device incident to the upward pressure of the 
spring 47 may occur to Some extent. However, 
the resistance of the tape to such upward dis 
placement, the weight of the moistening device 
structure and its water content together with the 
flexibility of the bottom 46 of the device, coop 
erate to insure upward flexing of the botton 46 
sufficiently to effect the water pumping action 
described, notwithstanding said possible upward 
displacement of the moistening unit. When a 
tape applying operation has been completed, the 
device is lifted from the surface of the carton and 
the spring 47 is then permitted to return to its 
normal, downwardly offset position, thereby re 



lieving the botton of the moistening unit from 
pressure and permitting it to also return to its 
normal position. Such return of the botton 4 
to normal position serves to cause any water col 
lected in the well under the roller 3 to be sucked 
into the moistening device so that there will be 
no considerable amount of free Water remaining 
in said Wei. 
The front end of the moistening device is pro 

vided with a rounded wall part 50 which also 
constitutes a guide for the paper tape. Said 
rounded wall part 50 is preferably provided with 
a series of outwardly projecting bosses or knobs 
5 which are engaged by the adhesive surface of 
the tape and thereby serve to prevent contacting 
of said adhesive surface with any considerable 
area of the front wall 50, Said knobs is thus 
serve to prevent sticking of the tape to said front 
wall guide portion of the moistening device and 
also serve to eliminate any tendency to Scrape 
the adhesive from the surface of the tape. The 
knobs or bosses 5 may, of course, be in the form 

5 
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of a plurality of relatively narrow, transversely W 
spaced ribs if preferred. 
The roll 24 of tape is disposed in the rear por 

tion of the device and is confined between the 
more or less cylindrical rear Wall portion of the 
housing and an arcuate rear wall portion 52 of 
the moistening device. The tape 25 is led from 
the roll 24 over a ledge-like part 53 of the top 
wall of the moistening device which is suitably 
formed to constitute a smooth surfaced guide for 
the tape. From said ledge part 53 the tape is 
carried under the guide roll 35 and then over 
the moistening roll 34, over the guide wall 50 and 
knobs 5A thereon and under the pressure roll 26. 

3) 

As shown, the front end of the housing is Open 
between its side walls to permit passage of the 
tape outwardly as stated, the front end of the 
bottom wall 3 of the housing being preferably 
turned up slightly and hemmed as indicated at 
54. The up-turned hemmed edge 54 of the bot 
ton wall serves to prevent outward displacement 
of the moistening device when the tape is being 
pulled OutWardly. w 
The preferred method of using the device for 

sealing a carton is to first place the device with 
its pressure roller 26 adjacent one edge of the 
surface across which the tape is to be applied. 
A small length of tape, say tWO to three inches, 
is manually pulled from the taping device and 
manually pressed downwardly and against the 
end of the carton as indicated at 55 in Figure 4. 
Then the device is drawn across the surface On 
which the tape is to be applied. The roller 26 
presses the tape into intimate contact with the 
surfaces of the carton top flaps such as repre 
sented at 56 and 57 so as to effectively seal the 
joint therebetween and to lock the same together 
against opening. The Sealing operation is prefer 
ably finished by continuing the movement of the 
device downwardly across the opposite end of 
the carton, as represented in Figure 5, So as to 
continue the tape for a suitable length down 
wardly over the end of the carton. When the 
desired length of tape has been applied to the end 
of the carton, the sharp-toothed end 58 of the 
hood 2 is brought into engagement with the tape, 
whereupon a slight twisting of the device will 
cause the said sharp-toothed end to cut the tape 
so as to free the tape strip applied to the package 
from the supply of tape in the device. 
As shown in Figure 5, the pressure roll 26 and 

hood 2 are displaced upwardly against the pres 
sure of the Spring 29 to a much greater extent 
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than is indicated in Figure 1. The hinged re 
silient mounting of the pressure roll and hood 
facilitates the application of an end portion of 
the tape to an end of the carton, especially where 
the carton is of a relatively shallow depth. When 
the carton is of a depth perhaps less, or at least 
not greatly exceeding the length of the tape ap 
plying device, it would not be possible to continue 
the tape applying operation down the end wall 
While maintaining the relationship of the pres 
Sure roller to the housing as shown in Figure 4. 
The hinged mounting of the pressure roll per 
mits the housing to be carried out in a more Or 
less horizontal position while moving the pressure 
roll downwardly across the end of the carton as 
shown in Figure 5. The hood 2 is provided with 
an extension 59 which is adapted to hold the tape 
strip in contact with the moistening roll 34 when 
the pressure roller 26 is upwardly offset as shown 
in Figure 5. The extension 59 may also serve, by 
engagement with the inside of the cover 5, to 
limit movement of the hood 2 under the in 
fluence of the spring 29, 

Spilling of any free water in the well beneath 
the moistening roll 34, when the sealer is tilted 
toward a vertical position, is prevented by the 
receptacles formed by the ledge 53 and guide 50 
at the rear and front ends of the moistening de 
Wice. 
As shown in Figures 2 and 3, the spring men 

ber 47 is so positioned that one of its edges is sub 
stantially midway between the opposite sides of 
the device. The purpose of so locating the spring 
47 is to facilitate the employment of the spring 
as a guide, particularly when a strip of tape is to 
be applied along a corner. In such a case it is 
desirable that One-half the Width of the tape be 
applied to one wall of a carton. The remaining 
one-half of the width of the tape is thereafter 
manually folded downwardly and pressed into ad 
hesive contact with the other wall. By position 
ing the One edge of the spring 47 against one side 
Wall of a carton, the device may be guided along 
that side wall so as to accurately locate one-half 
the Width of the tape strip on the other side wall. 

In Figure 6 there is illustrated a modified con 
struction of the moistening unit. As there shown, 
the knobs. 5a on the front guide wall portion 50 
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are disposed in rows which extend diagonally of 
the direction in which the tape strip is drawn. 
Such diagonal disposition of the knobs may be 
advantageous in some instances in that they may 
have less tendency than the longitudinal rib-like 
arrangement of Figure 2 to press a groove into 
the tape strip or to cause arching of the tape 
strip between the adjacent Series of bosses. Also, 
the Water discharge opening 45 is provided in a 
downwardly pressed, cup-like formation 60. Said 
cup-like formation serves to accumulate a small 
quantity of water over the opening 45 to thereby 
insure Sealing of said opening so as to prevent 
the drawing of air into the container so long as 
any free water remains in the well formed by the 
arched wall portion 33. w 
The described device is completely portable and 

may be used in practically all places where adhe 
sive tape is to be applied. The principal use of 
the device is probably in connection with the 
sealing of shipping cartons, but other uses for 
the device in connection with adhesively coated 
paper, cloth or other tape will be apparent and 
will appear from time to time. 
The conventional manner of applying tape as 

heretofore practiced embodied the use of a tape 
rol holder from which the desired length of tape 



4. 
could be drawn by hand, the tape being moistened 
incident to its withdrawal from such device. The 
entire length of moistened tape then had to be 
carried to the point of application, during which 
it often happened that the tape would twist or 
fold on itself and many times become so badly 
stuck to itself in various haphazard folds that 
the entire length of tape had to be discarded. 
Such loss of tape, together with the accompany 
ing loss of time, is effectively avoided by the use 
of the above described tape sealing device. 
Changes in the described structure may be 

made without departing from the principles of 
the invention as explained in the illustrated and 
described embodiment. The following claims are 
intended to be applicable to such principles rather 
than only to the specific details illustrated and 
described. 
We claim: 
1. A tape sealer comprising a housing having a 

portion formed to house a roll of tape, a nois 
tening device in said housing, and a pressure roll 
carried by said housing for pressing moistened 
tape drawn from said housing against a Surface 
to which the tape is to be attached, said moisten- . 
ing device embodying a water container having 
a storage chamber and a discharge chamber and 
provided with a filling opening, means for closing 
said filling opening, said discharge chamber hav 
ing a wall portion disposed in a plane materially 
below the upper portion of Said discharge cham 
ber, an absorbent moistening roll rotatably 
mounted in said device above said Wall portion, 
said wall portion being provided with an outlet 
opening for discharging water to wet said mois 
tening roll, the discharge of Water being re 
stricted as an incident to the control of air ad 
mitted to said chamber through said outlet open 
ing as effected by the Water Contained in the 
device Wherein Said Water COntainer embodies a 
flexible wall portion and Wherein there is pro 
vided means for pressing such flexible wall por 
tion inwardly to thereby forcibly expel a limited 
quantity of water through the discharge opening. 

2. A tape sealer comprising a housing having a 
portion formed to house a roll of tape, a mois 
tening device in said housing, and a pressure roll 
carried by Said housing for pressing moistened 
tape drawn from said housing against a Surface 
to which the tape is to be attached, said moisten 
ing device embodying a water container having 
a storage chamber and a discharge chamber and 
provided with a filling opening, means for closing 
said filling opening, said discharge chamber hav 
ing a wall portion disposed in a plane materially 
below the upper portion of Said discharge cham 
ber, an absorbent moistening roll rotatably 
mounted in said device above said Wall portion, 
said wall portion being provided with an outlet 
opening for discharging water to wet said mois 
tening roll, the discharge of water being re 
Stricted as an incident to the control of air ad 
mitted to said chamber through said Outlet open 
ing as effected by the Water contained in the 
device wherein Said Water container embodies a 
flexible wall portion and wherein there is pro 
vided means operable as an incident to the pres 
sure of the Sealer against the surface on which 
the tape is to be applied for pressing such flexible 
wall portion inwardly to thereby forcibly expel a 
limited quantity of water through the discharge 
opening. 

3. A tape sealer comprising a housing having a 
portion formed to house a roll of tape, a mois 
tening device in said housing, and a preSSure roll 

4) 

45 

50 

55 

O 

65 

2,868,982 
carried by said housing for pressing moistened 
tape drawn from said housing against a surface 
to which the tape is to be attached, said moisten 
ing device embodying a water container having 
a storage chamber and a discharge chamber and 
provided with a filling Opening, means for closing 
said filling opening, said discharge chamber hav 
ing a Wall portion disposed in a plane materially 
below the upper portion of Said discharge cham 
ber, an absorbent moistening roll rotatably 
mounted in said device above said wall portion, 
said wall portion being provided with an outlet 
opening for discharging water to wet said mois 
tening roll, the discharge of water being re 
stricted as an incident to the control of air ad 
mitted to said chamber through said outlet open 
ing as effected by the water contained in the 
device wherein Said Water container embodies a 
flexible wall portion and wherein there is pro 
vided means operable as an incident to the pres 
sure of the sealer against the surface on which 
the tape is to be applied for pressing such flexible 
wall portion inwardly to thereby forcibly expel a 
limited quantity of water through the discharge 
Opening, and Wherein said means Constitutes also 
a guide projecting from the housing of the sealer 
for guiding the movement of the latter along a 
selected edge of the object to which the tape is 
to be applied. 

4. A tape Sealer comprising a housing having a 
portion formed to house a roll of tape, a moisten 
ing device in said housing, a pressure roll carried 
by said housing for pressing moistened tape 
drawn from Said housing against a surface to 
which the tape is to be attached, and tape guid 
ing means engaging the adhesive side of the tape 
intermediate Said moistening device and said 
pressure roll, said guiding means embodying a 
plurality of small-area. Surface portions engaged 
by the adhesive side of the tape to prevent stick 
ing of the tape to said guiding means. 

5. A tape Sealer comprising a housing having a 
portion formed to house a roll of tape, a moisten 
ing device in Said housing, and a preSSlure roll 
carried by Said housing for pressing moistened 
tape drawn from said housing against a surface 
to Which the tape is to be attached, said moisten 
ing device embodying a Water container having a 
storage chamber and a discharge chamber and 
provided with a filling opening, means for closing 
said filling opening, said discharge chamber hav 
ing a Wall portion disposed in a plane materially 
below the upper portion of Said discharge cham 
ber, an absorbent moistening roll rotatably 
mounted in said device above said wall portion, 
Said Wall portion being provided with an outlet 
opening for discharging water to wet said mois 
tening roll, the discharge of water being re 
Stricted as an incident to the control of air ad 
mitted to said chamber through said outlet open 
ing as effected by the water contained in the 
device wherein said moistening device is pro 
vided with a Well into which the water is dis 
charged and wherein the device is also provided 
On Opposite sides of Said Well with receptacles 
respectively facing the well for trapping any free 
water remaining in Said well in the event that 
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the sealer is tipped from a normal horizontal op 
erating position toward a vertical position. 

6. A tape Sealer comprising a housing having 
botton, Side, front and rear walls, and an open 
able cover for closing said housing, the rear wall 
of Said housing being of approximately semi 
cylindrical, OutWardly convexed shape, the sides 
of the housing being of gradually reduced width 
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toward the front wall, said front wall extending 
upwardly from said bottom Wall and terminating 
in Spaced relation to said cover, thereby provid 
ing an outlet opening at the front end of the 
housing, a unitary moistening device removably 
positioned in the front end portion of Said hous 
ing and having a rear wall cooperating with said 
housing rear wall to position a roll of adhesive 
tape in the housing, an absorbent tape moisten 
ing roll carried by said moistening device, means 
also carried by said device for guiding a tape strip 
drawn from said supply roll into contact with 
Said moistening roll, and a pressure roll mounted 
on the front end of said housing for cooperat 
ing With said guiding means to hold the tape 
strip in contact with said moistening roll and for 
pressing the moistened tape, when drawn from 
the housing, into contact with the surface to 
which the tape is to be applied. 

. A tape Sealer comprising a housing having 
bottom, side, front and rear walls and an open 
able cover for closing Said housing, the rear wall 
of said housing being of approximately semi 
cylindrica, OutWardly convexed shape, the Sides 
of the housing being of gradually reduced width 
toward the front Wall, said front wall extend 
ing upwardly from Said bottom Wall and termi 
nating in spaced relation to said cover, thereby 
providing an outlet opening at the front end of 
the housing, a unitary moistening device renov 
ably positioned in the front end portion of said 
housing and having a rear wall cooperating with 
said housing rear Wall to position a roll of ad 
hesive tape in the housing, an absorbent tape 
imoistening roll carried by said moistening de 
vice, means also carried by said device for guid 
ing a tape strip drawn from said supply roll into 
contact with said moistening roll, a pressure roll 
Ounted on the front end of Said housing for 

Cooperating With said guiding means to hold the 
tape Strip in Contact with said noistening roll 
and for pressing the moistened tape, when drawn 
from the housing, into contact with the surface 
to which the tape is to be applied, said pressure 
rol being hingedly nounted on said housing, and 
ineans for resiliently holding the pressure roll in 
predetermined position. 

3. in a tape Sealer of the character described, 
a moistening roll comprising a shaft, a plurality 
of co-axially aligned cylindrical roll sections 
routed on said shaft, Said roll Sections being 
of absorbent materia which is easily compress 
ible when wet, and separating discs between said 
sections, each of said discs being of slightly 
Snaier diameter than the normal diameter of 
said roll Sections, said separating discs being of 
relatively rigid material and serving to prevent 
excessive compression of said roll sections by tape 
dra Win a COSS the Surface thereof. 

9. In a tape sealer of the character described, 
a moistening roll comprising a shaft, a plurality 
of co-axially aiigned cylindrical roll sections 
Emotinted on said shaft, said roll sections being of 
absorbent materia which is easily compressible 
when wet, separating discs between said sections, 
each of said discs being of slightly smaller di 
anetter than the normal diameter of said roll 
sections, Said Separating discs being of relatively 
rigid material and Serving to prevent excessive 
compression of said roll sections by tape drawn 
across the surface thereof, and end discs of rela 
tively rigid material and of larger diameter than 
said roll sections, said end discs constituting tape 
guide fanges at the ands of said rol. 

50. A tape sealer of the class described emi 
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S 
bodying a moistening device comprising a water 
storage chamber and a Water discharge chamber, 
and wherein the top wall of the discharge cham 
ber is so shaped as to form a well for housing a 
moistening roll, said top Wall being provided with 
a water discharge opening arranged to direct the 
water discharged therethrough against a mois 
tening roll disposed in Said Well, Said top Wall 
being also provided with a relatively small recess 
around said discharge opening for collecting any 
free water remaining in said well. 

il. A portable tape Sealer having means for 
supporting a tape Supply roll, means for mois 
tening a strip of tape incident to withdrawal 
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thereof from the sealer, the sealer being adapted 
to be manually moved across a Surface to which 
an end portion of the tape is preliminarily at 
tached so that the tape is drawn from the device 
as an incident to the movement thereof across 
such surface, and means for pressing the tape 
drawn from the sealer into contact with the Sur 
face, said means comprising a hood, hingeably 
mounted on the sealer, a roller mounted in Said 
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hood, means for resiliently holding said hood and 
roller in predetermined position, said hood being 
provided with tape Severing means for separating 
the tape supply of the sealer from the tape strip 
drawn therefrom. 

12. A tape sealer comprising a housing having 
a portion formed to house a roll of tape and an 
end portion from which the tape may issue from 
the housing, a moistening device in Said housing, 
and a pressure roll carried by said housing adja 
cent the tape issuing end thereof for pressing 
moistened tape drawn from said housing against 
a surface to which the tape is to be attached, 
and means carried by said housing beyond said 
pressure roll for severing a length of tape drawn 
out of the housing, from the tape supply remain 
ing in the housing. 

13. A tape sealer comprising a housing having 
a portion formed to house a roll of tape and an 
end portion from which the tape may issue from 
the housing. a moistening device in said housing, 
and a pressure roll carried by said housing adja 
cent the tape issuing end thereof for pressing 
moistened tape drawn from said housing against 
a surface to which the tape is to be attached, 
and means carried by Said housing beyond said 
pressure roll for severing a length of tape drawn 
out of the housing, from the tape Supply remain 
ing in the housing, said severing means being 
secured to said housing in normally fixed position 
relative thereto, and being operative to sever the 
tape as an incident to movement of the Sealer 
in its entirety in a direction transverse of the 
direction in which it is moved for tape applying 
purposes. 

14. A tape sealer comprising a housing having 
a portion formed to house a roll of tape, a mois 
tening device in said housing, and means carried 
by said housing for pressing moistened tape 
drawn from said housing against a surface to 
which the tape is to be attached, said moistening 
device embodying a liquid storage chamber which 
is normally closed above the minimum operative 
level of liquid stored therein, a receptacle at one 
side of said storage chamber, said storage cham 
ber having an opening communicating with said 
receptacle adjacent the bottom thereof, tape en 
gaging means mounted in said receptacle and 
operative to carry liquid from said receptacle to 
the tape. 

15. A tape sealer comprising a housing having 
a portion formed to house a roll of tape, a mois 



6 
tening device in said housing, and a pressure roll 
carried by said housing for pressing moistened 
tape drawn from said housing against a surface 
to which the tape is to be attached, said moisten 
ing device embodying a water container having 
a storage chamber and a discharge chamber and 
provided with a filling opening, means for closing 
said filling opening, said discharge chamber hav 
ing a wall portion disposed in a plane materially 
below the upper portion of said discharge cham 
ber, an absorbent moistening roll rotatably 
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mounted in said device above said wall portion, 
Said wall portion being provided with an outlet 
opening for discharging water to wet said mois 
tening roll, the discharge of water being re 
stricted as an incident to the control of air ad 
mitted to Said chamber through said outlet 
opening as effected by the water contained in 
the device. 

JOHN OFTEDAHL, 
EVERETT J, OFTEDAHL, 


