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To all whom it may concerrn:

Be it known that I, AUSTIN KELLEY, of
Brooklyn, in the counby of Kings, in the State
of New Y.ork, have invented certain new and

5 useful Improvements i’ Bustles, of which the
following is a specification.
- Lemploy aseries of springs,arranged to form
loops extending up and down, at proper dis-

tances apart, and graduated in size from the-

10 back around the sides toward the front. The

springs may be flat steel, corresponding to those

often used forskirt-hoops, but preferably thin-
ner, and capable of bending in the right plane
with more facility. -~ The springs are attached,
15 by sewing or otherwise,to a piece of thin fab-
ric,which aids to maintain them at proper dis-
tances apart. One of the ends of each spring
is attached to-the waistband,or to a stout flexi-
" ble strip eorresponding thereto.  The springs
‘20 are curved outward at the extreme upper end.
The other end of the spring is equipped with
a hook, and is adapted to be joined to the
spring, not at the extreme top, but at varions
distances down on the outer line of the loop.
25 Each spring, therefore, describes a figure not
much unlike the figure 6, the long side of the
figure being outermost and the quick curve
being on the inside toward the person. Sev-
eral eyelets or other hook-engaging devices
30 are provided at different heights up and down
on the inside of the spring.- The hooked end
of the spring may be shifted from one of these
points of attachment to another, inducing a
corresponding change in the effective size- of
35 the loop and in the prominence of the bustle.
The accompanying drawings form a part of
thisspecification,and represent what I consider
the best means of carrying out the invention.
. Figure 1 is a view showing the bustle at-
40 tached to a person. Fig. 2 shows at the left-
hand side a view of the interior of the bustle
when entirely open, and at the right-hand side
a corresponding view with the springs en-
gaged, so as to make the bustle more promi-
45 nent. Tig. 3 is avertical section. Fig.4isa
diagram illustrating the different degrees of
plommence that can be given to the bustle,
and Fig. 5 is a corresponding diagram, show-
ing a modification in which some of the ad-
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-end is brought up nearly to the same height

“waist.

(o model.)

vantages of the invention will be realized. 50
Fig. 6 is a'side view, representing what I es-
teem the most complete form of theinvention,
and Fig. 7 shows the spring-hook and the end
of the prinecipal spring in an’extended condi-
tion.

- Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

A is the waistband, and B a piece of silesia.
The front edges of the latter are equipped with
eyelets b, whleh may receive lacings or other
fasteninors,to serve additional to the button or
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.other fastening of the waistband A.

D D are the springs of flat steel covered
with braid. They are inserted in pockets C,
formed by stitching narrow tapes up and down 65
on the inside of the fabric B. Iwill designate
the ends as the.‘“upper”’ and ‘‘lower,”’ Tt be-
ing sufficiently clear what is meant, although
in a modification, to be described, the lower

o]
as the upper. The upper end of each spring 7
D is curved outward, so that the dress resting
thereon shall form 2 graceful curve ab the
All the springs in the series are united
at their lower ends by a binding or stout strip
of fabrie, E, near which, but a little distance
from the end, is firmly attached a two-armed -
fastener, which I will term a *‘spring-hook,’’

G. By means of ‘this hook the spring is at-
tached at will to the corresponding eyelet or 8o
other hook-engaging device, of which there .
are two or more foreachspring, (indicated by .
IL.and J on the inner face of each spring,) or,
rather, the corresponding face of the pocket
C. To engage the spring-hook G, the spring
D is bent around upon itself, and caused to
describe the figure 6, as 1nd1eated in Figs. 3,
4, and 6. When the spum-hooks G are en .
gao ed in the uppermost series of hook-engag-
ing devices, I, the loop described is 1&1‘ge and
the bustle is prominent. When it is desired
to make it less conspicuous, the hooks ‘G- are
detached from their hook-engaging devices I,
which can be done with little strength, and
are engaged in thelowermostseries of eyelets,
J. Thus the prominence or magnitude of the,
bustle may be varied at-will. In either con-
dition of adjustment the curves deseribed by
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~ the two in which it engages.
Lo Rt
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the upper and outer portion of the springs are
easy and graceful, and the terminal portion of
the spring:is held nearly paraliel with the por-
tion of the spring whereitis engaged.  There
may be more than two series of hook-engaging

-devices I.J,with:corresponding increaseinthe

faeilities for varying the adjustment. :

It will be understood that the two-armed
fastener, which I :term: a *‘spring-hook,”” en-
gages by inserting an arm in each of the two
eyelets.  The first arm is long, and is thrust
in to itsfull extent,in ordesr to allow:the shorter
arm to engage in the proper eyelet above.
“When I speak of engaging ih a given éngag-
ing: device I or J; I refer to the uppermost of
The action is
shown clearly in Fig. 6.

Modifications may be made in many: of the
details—as in the number and length of the
springs, in the length and thickness. of the ma-
terial B, the breadth of the belt, the extent of
the outward curve at the upper end of the
springs; and generallyin all the details.  Plain
hooks G, Fig. 3,"may serve with some suceess
in place of the spring-hooks &, it being under-
stood that the parts G and G’ and I and J are
any suitable adjusting securing devices. - The
pockets C may be dispensed with. Other suf-
ficient eyes or fastenings may be employed in
place of the devices I'J. - The springs may be
whalebone, steel, or varions other materials.
I prefer steel rolled so flat and thin as to pre-
sent considerable width relatively to the thick-
ness.  Such springs are stiffer laterally, and
the strueture so made is not as:liable to: col-
lapse o1 become deranged. Some of the bene-
fits of the invention may be realized by fixing
the spring-hooks or equivalent fastenings on
the extreme lower end of the springs. Their

engagement with the eyelets, under such eir-
cumstances, does not compel so great a carva-
ture in the spring as the arrangement first de-

seribed. ' In'such ease one row of eyelets may
be placed higher.: Fig. 5 shows such modifi-
cation. It may be preferred by some.

T claim as my invention—

1. The adjustable bustle described, having
fabric Band springs D, spring-hooks or analo-
gous fastenings G, connected: at or near the

lower end, in combination with corresponding s

fastenings, I J, arranged in two or more series,
as:and for the purposes:herein specified.

2. In a bustle, the springs D, formed in ver-
tical loops by means of fastenings G, engaging
with: fastening devices I J on:the inner face of
the spring, and having the:lower 'ends of the
springs extended beyond the fastenings, so as
to hold the several springs in' the form of: a
figure 6, as herein specified.

3. The bustle described, having springs D,
fastenings G- L J, fabrie: B, and waistband A,
arranged, as shown, with the upper end of the
springs adjacent to the waistband ctirved out-
ward, so that: each spring forms a curve in-

ward at the lower end and outward at the up-

per end, as herein set forth.
4. In a bustle, the two-armed fastening G,
attached to the spring D, in combination with

‘a'series of :eyelets or: analogous fastening de-

vices, I J, and arranged to engage by its arms
in:itwo: of the said eyelets, and to hold the ter-
minal portion of the spring firmly in. a posi-

_tion nearly parallel toa pertion of the same
'spring at the desired higher level, as herein
-specified.

Intestimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand, :at New York city, this 1st day of
August, 1881, in the presence of two subsecrib-
ing witnesses.

AUSTIN KELLEY.

Witnesses:
B. E. D. STATFORD,
H. A. JOHNSTONE.
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