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(54) Abstract Title: Tongue and groove trim strip
(57) A trim strip for insertion between adjacent

tongue and groove panels comprises a cover
strip 8 which overlies the opposed edges of a
pair of adjacent panels 1, 3 in use, a tongue
section 4 to fit into the groove 5 of a first one of
the panels 1 in use, and a rebate section 7 to
receive the tongue 6 of a second one of the
panels 3 in use. The cover strip 8 may have a
metal foil covering to provide a chrome effect.
The strip may be of extruded PVC. The strip
may be 10mm wide.
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FIGURE 1.

Original Printed on Recycled Paper
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FIGURE 2. Chrome Strip piece.
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FIGURE 3. With the strip between two wall panels

FIGURE 4. Without the strip between the wall panels
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Chrome Strip

Background of the invention

This invention relates to a Decorative Trim that is fitted between Decorative
PVC Wall Panels

Decorative wall panels are extruded of PVC in the shape of hollow planks with
tongue and groove edges on opposing edges enabling them to slot together in
a way that can enable the installer to clad out a room (walls and ceilings).
Chrome Strips are often sandwiched between the panels at their junctures to
improve the perception of these joins and to break up the monotony of the
pattern over the wall and/or ceiling. They are mostly silver, but can be any
colour (metallic or otherwise).

The 2 key problems often encountered are:

1. They are put on one edge of the panel, but often fall out before the second
panel can be slotted into the first panel. This is even more difficult when
installing on ceilings which are overhead and where the panels can be much
longer and more unwieldy (wall iengths typically 2.7m, ceiling lengths can vary
from 4m to 6m and more)

2. Some designs that overcome the problem in point 1. above, need a special
design of panel. le: A stockist would need to stock all its colours of panels in
one shape of panel for use without chrome strips and all its colours again in a
different shape of panel for use with chrome strips

Statement of Invention

This invention overcomes both these issues by devising of features to make it
possible to make what is effectively a 10mm wide panel (very narrow), that
has the essential features of a panel (Tongue, Grove and Decorative Surface)
while remaining the narrow width required of a Chrome Strip

See Figure 1

The advantages are that the trims are easy and intuitive to install, hold firmly
in place both during installation and during the lifetime of that installation as
well as can be fitted to standard panels — ie: not require any special
adaptation of tongue or groove



Description

Chrome Strips are pieces of PVC that are extruded in any length such as
2.7m or, if used on ceilings, 4-6m.

In Figure 1

- Item 1 is the first panel

- Item 2 is the Chrome Strip
- Item 3 is the second panel

- The chrome strip has a Tongue (ltem 4) that is siotted into the first panels
Groove (Item 5). Once the first panel is installed (glued, stapled, nailed or
however the installers wants) to the wall or ceiling, the Tongue (item 6) of
the second panel is then inserted into the groove area (item 7)

- Item 8 forms the decorative surface that is usually covered in a metallic foil,
but is sometimes left to expose a pigmented substrate, printed on, varnished
or decorated in any way that gives it decorative appeal

- Item 9 — this area is left open to allow for backing wheel to run up against
item 8 while pressure is applied to it as it is covered by the metallic foil or
decorated in any other way. This is not essential to the invention, but assists
production. Figure 2 is without this.



Claims

1. This chrome strip has a unique shape that forms both a Tongue (item 4)

and an area that acts as a Groove (item 7) despite the very narrowness of
the chrome strip
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