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1 Claim,
1

This invention relates to a coupling, and more
particularly to a hinge connection or coupling for
connecting the temple piece to the frame of eye-
glasses.

The object of the invention is to provide a
coupling for hingedly connecting two members
together.

The object of the invention is to provide a cou-
pling for eyeglasses whereby the temple pieces
can be readily attached and detached from the
frame of the eyeglasses.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a hinge connection for eyeglasses which is sim-
ple in its construction and arrangement, strong,
desirable and efiicient in its use, compact, attrac-
tive in appearance, and comparatively inexpen-
sive to manufacture.

Other objects and advantages will be apparent
in the course of the following description.

In the accompanying drawing forming a part
of this application, and in which like numerals
are used to designate like parts throughout the
same,

PFigure 1 is a fragmentary plan view of the eye-
glasses provided with the coupling, according to
the present invention;

Figure 2 is an elevational view of the coupling
applied to eyeglasses;

Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary plan view
of the glasses, with parts thereof broken away
and in section;

Figure 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken
on the line 4—4 of Figure 3;

Figure 5 is a perspective view of certain parts
of the coupling;

Figure 6 is a perspective view showing the posi-
tion of the parts when the coupling is assembled;
and

Figure 7 is a plan view, with parts broken away
and in section, of a modified coupling.

Referring in detail to Figures 1 to 6 of the
drawing, the numeral 20 designates a frame of a
pair of eyeglasses, and supported by the frame
20 is a conventional lens 21. The present inven-
tion is directed to a coupling for hingedly con-
necting the temples 22 to opposite ends of the
frame.

In constructing the coupling, the temple 22
and the frame 20 are each provided with a socket
23 which extends inwardly from an end thereof.
Since the coupling consists of two (2) similar
or identical parts connected together, only the
part of the coupling which seats in the socket
23 of the frame 20 will be shown and described.
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The socket 23 is substantially rectangular in ss

88—53)
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shape and is preferably formed in the frame 20
during the molding thereof. The member or
frame 20 is provided with a ledge or lip 24 adja-
cent the socket 23 and arranged between the lip
24 and the wall 25 is a plurality of spaced teeth
or serrations 26. A hinge plate 27 provided with
a plurality of spaced teeth 28 is seated in the
socket 23 so that its teeth 28 mesh with or engage

the teeth 26 of the member 20. A plurality of

spaced parallel ears 29 project from the hinge
plate 27 through the cut-out portion 34 in the
member 20 and an alighed aperture 30 is ar-
ranged in each of the ears 29. After the hinge
plate 27 is positioned in the socket 23, a slide
bolt 32 is inserted into the socket, Figure 6, to
maintain the teeth 28 and 26 in engagement
with each other whereby the hinge plate will re-
main immobile.

In using the coupling of Figures 1 to 6, as previ-
ously stated, each of the members to be hingedly
connected together, as for example the eyeglass
frame 28 and the temple piece 22 are each pro-
vided with identical sockets 23. The slide bolt 32
is arranged so that its elongated portion holds
the hinge plate 27 immobile in the socket. The
slide bolt 32 is provided with a bent portion {9
which projects out of the socket whereby the
slide bolt can be manually moved in and out of
the socket so that the coupling can be readily
assembled and disassembled. The hinge plate 27
is positioned in each socket, and the two hinge
plates are arranged so that the ears 29 of one
interfits between the ears of the other hinge plate.
Then a suitable pivot pin 33 is passed through

= the registering apertures 30 whereby a pivotal

connection is provided between the temple piece
and frame. Although the coupling has been illus-
trated in use for eyeglasses, it is to be under-~
stood that the coupling can be used for hingedly
connecting any two members together.

In the embodiment of Figure 7, the coupling
has the same construction as the previously de-
scribed coupling as shown in Figures 1 to 6, ex-
cept that the hinge plate and member 20 are not
provided with meshing teeth. Instead of the teeth
arrangement, the member 20 is provided with a
groove 34 which terminates or communicates with
the socket 23. 'The hinge plate 35 carries a tongue
36 which seats in the groove 34 to prevent acci-
dental movement of the hinge plate 35, and the
slide bolt 32 is inserted in the socket 23 for re-
taining the tongue 36 positioned in the groove 34.

What we claim:

Eyeglasses comprising a frame, a temple piece,
said frame and temple piece being each provided




with g socket, & pliirality of spaced teeth arranged
in each of said sockets, & hingeplate seated in
each of said sockets, each of said Dlates being
provided with & plurality of spaced teeth arranged
in engagement with the teeth in said socket, the
teeth on said hinge plate extending along one
longitudinal edge thereof for a portion of its
length, a plurality of spaced parallel apertured
ears projecting from each of said hinge plates, &
pin pivotally connecting the ears of one plate
to the ears of said other plate, and a slide bolt
positioned in each of said sockets for maintain-
ing the teeth of said plate in engagement with
the teeth of said socket, said slide bolt abutting
the other longitudinal edge of said hinge plate.
DAVID I. STEPACOFF.
PETER C. SMITH.
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