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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, LYMAN G. LEASE, citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at How 
land, in the county of Trumbull and State 
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Concrete Blocks and 
Walls, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention has for its object an im 

proved construction of wall and building 
blocks or tiles therefor, the said blocks be 
ing formed on one or more faces with a groove or depression designed to produce 
ventilating openings through the walls. 
And the invention consists in certain con 
structions, arrangements and combinations 
of the parts that I shall hereinafter fully 
describe and claim. 
For a full understanding of the invention, 

reference is to be had to the following de 
Scription and accompanying drawings in 
which: - 

Figure 1 is a sectional perspective view 
of a portion of a wall constructed with my 
improved building blocks, illustrating an 
arrangement whereby longitudinally and 
substantially continuous air passages are 
formed in the wall. Fig. 2 is a perspective 
view of one form of block employed; Fig. 
3 is a similar view of a modified form of 
block; and, Fig. 4 is an end view of one ar 
rangement of the blocks hereinafter specifi 
cally referred to. 
Corresponding and like parts are referred 

to in the following description and indicated 
in all the views of the accompanying draw 
ings by the same reference characters. 

Referring to the drawing, the numeral 1 
designates one form or embodiment of my 
improved building block or tile, which may 
be made of any desired substance such as 
concrete, or vitrified materials as desired. 
The blocks 1 are formed in one wall with 
an inwardly curved longitudinally extend 
ing portion, as indicated at 2, producing on 
the exterior of the block a longitudinally 
extending groove or depression 3, which is 
preferably a little deeper than the wall or 
side of the block, as shown. By producing 
this groove, as shown in the drawing, it will 
be noted that the wall of the block or tile is 
not weakened, but is substantially of uni 

form thickness. It is to be understood that 
these grooves may be formed in one or more 
of the walls of the block or tile, and may be 
formed either along the median line of the 
wall of the block or at either side of such 
line. The grooves 3 are preferably semi 
circular in cross section. Obviously the 
blocks may be arranged in the building wall 
with the grooves of the two adjoining blocks 
meeting so as to produce a cylindrical ven 
tilating opening as illustrated in Fig. 4. 
Or, the grooved wall of one block may be 
arranged contiguous to the straight or plane 
walls of the two adjacent blocks, so as to 

60 

provide air passages as indicated by the di 
rection of the arrows in Fig. 1. 
From the foregoing description in con 

nection with the accompanying drawings, it 70 
is obvious that a wall built of blocks con- . 
structed in accordance with my invention 
may be provided with ventilating openings 
extending longitudinally and continuously 
in any desired course by laying the blocks 
end to end, and that any one or more of 
the courses may be provided with trans versely extending ventilating openings by 
placing any one or more of the blocks trans 
versely of the wall, that is, with its groove 
extending from front to rear. 
Obviously my invention is not limited to 

a hollow block or tile, nor to a hollow block 
or tile as illustrated in Fig. 1. For instance, 
as illustrated in Fig. 3, a modified form of 
block designated 1, may be used. This 
block may be provided with a web 4 and 
with the grooves 3 in opposite walls at op 
posite sides of the web. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new is: 
A wall constructed of a plurality of 

courses of hollow blocks, the blocks being 
open from end to end and those of each course 
being laid end to end whereby to afford an 
uninterrupted air passage extending the en 
tire length of each course, each of the blocks 
being formed in one wall with a depression 
extending the entire length thereof, that 
portion of the wall of each block opposite 
the depression being plane, the blocks of 
each course being arranged alternately with 
the depressed wall of each block presented 
in the same direction as the plane wall of 
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the adjacent blocks of the same course, the In testimony whereof E affix my signature 
depression of each block registering in presence of two witnesses. 
throughout a portion of its length with the ''' A depression of R related block of an adjacent : YMAN G. LEASE. L. s.l. 
course whereby to establish communication 
at intervals between the air passages of the 
adjacent courses. 

Witnesses: 
GEO. T. HECKLINGER, 
NELLIE WADSworTH. 


