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The main objects of this invention are:

First, to provide a metal studding joint
or like unit with means for attaching wall
board or like panels thereto. -

Second, to provide a structural device of
this character in which the attaching means
for the wall board or like panel constitutes
a finishing strip for the panel.

Objects -pertaining to details and econ-

10 omies of my invention will definitely appear

from the description to follow.
tion is defined in the claims.

A structure embodying the features of my
invention is clearly illustrated in the ac-

The inven-

15 companying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a studding
unit embodying the features of my inven-
tion.

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary sectional view on

20 line 2—2 of Fig. 1 with fragments of panels
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mounted on the studding.

In the accompanying drawings 1 represents
wallboard, plasterboard, or like material to
be supported. The studding unit desig-
nated generally by the numeral 2 is formed
of a pair of channel-shaped members 3 form-
ed of sheet metal. These members are
formed with coacting seam flanges 4 and 5
on their edges, these seam flanges when en-
gaged as shown in Fig. 2 constituting rein-
foreing or stiffening members. for the unit.

The web portions 6 of the elements are
folded upon themselves to provide outward-
ly projecting central flanges 7. These flanges

5 have lugs 8 struck out therefrom. The webs

also have curved tongue-like supports 9 for

‘the panels 1 struck outwardly therefrom.

The supports, being attached at one end
only, provide spring members which yield-
ably support the panels, compensating for
variations in thickness and also providing
a firm grip on the panels.

"The attaching members ‘10 have curved
body portions and inwardly offset spaced
flanges 11 adapted to receive the flanges 7

the lugs 8, thereby securely retaining the

attaching member in overlapping engage-.

ment with the supported panels. The flanges
11 are preferably flared at their outer edges
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to facilitate engagement with the flanges 7.

With this arrangement of parts the panels’

may be quickly and effectively secured to
metal studding without the necessity for
driving fastenings through the panels or
providing special fastenings to be driven into
the metal studding, as has heretofore been
attempted. Further, an attractive finish is
provided for the panels.
" T have illustrated and -described my im-
provements as I have embodied. the same in
studding, but it is desired to point out that
they may be readily adapted for joists and
other structural units where it is desired
to attach panels or the like thereto. -
Having thus described my invention what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:

1. A structural device comprising a unit-

consisting of a pair of channel-shaped mem-
bers disposed in facing relation and having
laterally projecting co-engaging seam flanges
at their edges, the webs of said channel
members being folded longitudinally to pro-
vide centrally disposed flanges, said flanges
having oppositely projecting lugs struck
therefrom, and attaching members having
inwardly offset flanges spaced to receive
said flanges on said studding unit and fro-
vided with lugs coacting with the said lugs
thereon. : ‘

9. A structural device comprising a unit
consisting of a pair of channel-shaped mem-
bers disposed in facing relation, the webs
of said channel members being folded longi-
tudinally to provide centrally: -disposed
flanges, said flanges having oppositely pro-
jecting lugs stiuck therefrom, and attach-
ing members having inwardly offset flanges
spaced to receive said flanges on said stud-
ding unit and provided with lugs coacting
with the said lugs thereon. -

3. A structural device comprising a unit

consisting of a pair of channel-shaped mem- og

and_provided with lugs 12 which engage “bers disposed in facing relation, the webs of

said channel members being folded longi-
tudinally to provide centrally disposed
flanges, said flanges having oppositely pro-
jecting lugs struck therefrom, the webs of
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said channel members also having curved
supports struck out therefrom at each side
of their said flanges, and attaching mem-
bers having inwardly offset flanges spaced to
receive sald flanges on said studding unit
and provided with lugs coacting with the
said lugs thereon.

4. A structural device comprising a unit
consisting of a pair of channel-shaped mem--
bers disposed in facing relation, the webs
of said channel members being folded longi-
tudinally providing centrally disposed
flanges, the webs of said channel members
also having panel supports struck out there-
from at each side of their said flanges, and
attaching members engageable with said
flanges on said studding unit. :

5. A structural device comprising a chan-
nel-shaped structural member having its
web portion folded upon itself to provide
a centrally disposed projecting flange, and
also having supporting members struck
therefrom at each side of said flange, and
an attaching member. having inwardly off-
set flanges spaced to receive said flange on
said structural element, said flanges on said
structural element and attaching member
having co-engaging lugs. :

6. A structural device comprising a chan-
nel-shaped structural member having its
web portion folded upon itself to provide a
centrally disposed projecting flange, and an
attaching member having inwardly offset
flanges spaced to receive said flange on said
structural = element, said flanges on said
structural element and attaching member
having co-engaging lugs. .

7. A structural device comprising a chan-
nel-shaped structural member having its
web portion folded upon itself providing a
projecting flange and also having spring
supporting members struck therefrom at
each sidé of said flange, and an attaching
member engageable with said flange.

8. A structural device comprising a unit
having oppositely projecting flanges, the
flanges having laterally projecting lugs, and
attaching members having inwardly offset
flanges spaced to receive said flanges on said
studding unit and provided with inwardly
projecting lugs coacting with the said lugs
thereon.

9. A structural device comprising a unit
having oppositely projecting flanges, the
flanges having projecting lugs, and attach-
ing members adapted to receive said flanges
on said studding unit and provided with
lugs coacting with the said Ings thereon.

10. A structural device comprising a
member having a centrally disposed flange
projecting therefrom and projecting sup-
ports disposed at each side of said flange,
said flange being provided with lugs, and an
attaching member disposed opposite said
supports and having spaced flanges coacting
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with said flange on said studding element
and provided with lugs coacting with the
lugs thereon.

11. A structural device comprising =a
member having a centrally disposed flange
projecting therefrom and projecting sup-
ports disposed at each side of said flange,
said flange being provided with lugs, and
an attaching member disposed opposite said
supports and engageable with said flange
thereon,

It witness whereof I have hereunto set

my hand.
CHARLES T. HATCH.
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