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T0 (all ?ph0iit ?# '?matt?/ 60??¢¢í'h): 
Be it knoWm that I, RUFUS PORTER, of Bris 

tol, in the county of Hartford and State of Con 
ne(gticut, haWe inVented a neW and usefulImpr0We 
ment ill WiSeS; and I hereby declare that the fol 
loWing is a full and exact description there0f, ref 
erence being had to the annexed drawing making 
part of this Specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a, Side view. F'ig. 2 is a, central wer 
tical longitudinal Section, and Fig. 8 is a wertic 
al tranSW'erSe Section on the line 0 0 of Fig. 2. 
The nature of this imwention consists in SO forum 

ing and arranging the tWojaWS and main SectionS 
of a wise that either jaW may be firmly Secured 
and Imade stationary While the other is free, and 
may be mowed promptly and made to gripe any 
article firmly Without the time and labor required 
to turn a common wise-ScreW. 
The front jaW A is united t0 a horizontal slid 

ing bar B, the top of Which has ratch-teeth (t (t. 
The rear jaW C is united to a Saddle, ID, the sides 
of Which extend dOWnward on both Sides of the 
bar B and terminate in lateral flangeS¢¢, Where 
by thiS Section iS attached t0 the t0p of a bench 
by SCreWS. The bar B Slides freely through this 
Section, being guided by internal gr00weS 6 6. 
(See Fig. 8.) In the rear end of the Saddle ID is 
a curwed concave, ? ?t, into Which is fitted a cir 
cular Slotted hub, H', from Which a lever, G, ex 
tends upWard; and within the slot of the hub F 
is mounted a paWl, H, the point of Which ordi 
imarily rests upon the ratch (ta; and the paWl, 
beillg m0unted upon a piwot, I, Which is slightly 
eccentric, takes t0 the teeth of the ratch When 
the lewer G is preSSed rearWard, and the jaW A is 
thereby Slightly mowed. Apin,?', extends through 
the hub Fin Such a position that, When the lever G 

iS brought t0 an upright p0Sition, the pin comes 
in c0latact With the paWl and liftS it froIn the 
ratch, S0 that the bar A may move freely in eith 
er direction. Another pin, ?', extends through the 
rear of the Saddle for the purpose of keeping the 
hub F" in its place. 
When an article is t() be held fast by this wise 

it is placed betWeen the jaWS and the front jaW 
iS preSSed rearWard until it comeS in C0Intact with 
the article, and then, by forcing back the lever G, 
the article is griped as forcibly as by a ScreW 
wise, and the labor and time required for turning 
a, SCrew are obviated. Through the center of the 
bar B is a wertical ScreW-hole, K. Whereby this 
bar lamay befirmly attached to the belnch, and, Witl 
the front.jaW, become fixed, while the rear.jaW is 
free and mowable; for, the bottoms ofboth sections 
being even, it is only requisite to place a piece of 
card-board under the Section thaat is to be station 
ary that it may be held fast. While the other is 
free, 
What I claim as my imw'ention, and desire to . 

Secure by I/etters Patent, is--- 
1. The particular c0nStruction andc0mbiuation, 

herein deSecribed, of the Slotted hub H', bar G, 
pawl H eccentrically pivoted in Said hub, exten 
Sion B of ja.w A, and the jaWS A C, aS Set forth. 

2. The particular Coustruction and the arrange 
ment relatively to one another of the bar B and 
the open-bottomed Saddle ID, in virtue of Wlhicl? 
either jaW may be made Stationary or imain0wal.- . 
ble, as herein deScribed. 
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