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UNITED STATES PATENTOFFICE. 
. WILLIAMI PYE, OF WAKEFIELD, AND LELAND D. NOURSE, OF BROOKLINE, 

WASSACHUSETTS. 

CASKIET-CASE. 

976,213. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Nov. 22, 1910. 
Application filed October 13, 1909. Serial No. 522,377. 

To all whom it may concern.: 
Be it known that we, WILLIAM PYE, and 

LELAND D. NouRSE, citizens of the United 
States of America, residing at Wakefield 
and Brookline, respectively, in the counties 
of Middlesex and Norfolk and State of 
Massachusetts, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Casket-Cases, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to casket cases, the 

object of the invention being the provision 
of a device of this character provided with 
a removable top and end so constructed and 
arranged thatthe topcannot beremoved after 
it has once been placed in position until the 
end has been removed. The removable end 
is provided with key controlled lock mecha 
nism from which it will be seen that in order 
to remove the top or lid of the case, Said. case 
must be lifted from the grave and the end 
thereof unlocked. 

Further objects and advantages of the in 
Vention Will be set forth in the detailed de 
scription which now follows: 
In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 

is a longitudinal vertical section of a casket 
case constructed in accordance with the in 
vention, With one end thereof removed, Fig. 
2 is a perspective view thereof with the top 
and one end removed, Fig. 3 is a front end 
view partially in section, Fig. 4 is a trans 
Verse vertical section upon line y–y of Fig. 
1, Fig. 5 is an enlarged view of the latch, 
and, Fig. 6 is an enlarged sectional view 
upon line 0–10 of Fig. 1, with one of the 
locks in elevation. 
Like numerals designate corresponding 

parts in all of the figures of the drawing. 
In carrying out the invention, we provide 

a casing comprising a bottom 5, side walls 
6 and 7, and a fixed end wall 8, all of these 
parts being fixedly and rigid?y secured to 
gether as by nailing in the usual manner. 
Vertical cleats 9 aresecured to the side Walls 
6 and 7 adjacent the open end of the case, 
and vertical cleats 10 are Secured at the 
juncture of the fixed end Wall 8 with the 
side Walls 6 and 7. Transverse cleats 11 are 
Secured in the usual manner to the bottom 5. 
A removable top or lid 12 has transverse 
cleats 13 and 14 secured toitsupperside and 
transverse cleats 15 and 16 Secured to its 
under side. 
The removable front end Wall 4 carries a pair of locks 17, there being one of these i position by screws, it is possible to remove 110 

locks at each side of the end Wall and near 
the top thereof. A keeper plate 18 set over 
a recessed portion 19 formed in the side 
walls of the case receives the bolt 20 of these 
locks when a key inserted in key holes 21 
is used to project the bolts of Said locks. 
These keeper plates are Secured in position 
by screws 22. Recesses 23 are formed in the 

i bottom 5 near the front end thereof these 
recesses Serving to receive dowel pins 24 
carried by the end Wall 4. The fact that the 
lock structure 17 is duplicated upon each 
side of the removable end Wall 4 has been 
indicated in dotted lines in Fig, 3. 
The lid 12 is Secured in position by a plu 

rality of latches 25 and latch plates 26. 
These parts have been indicated upon a 
Somewhat Small Scale in Figs. 1, 2, and 4, 
but the detail construction thereof is more 
clearly brought Out in the enlarged view, 
Fig. 5. By referring to this figure, it will 
be seen that the latch plates are provided 
With inwardly and downwardly turned up 
per ends 27 that are adapted to be engaged 
by the hook portions 28 of the levers 29. 
These levershave rearward?y extendingtail 
pieces 30 and are pivotallymounted at: 31 
between ears 32 of plates 33, these plates be 
ing Secured by screws 34 to the lid 12. 
Springs 35 bear between the plates 34 and 
thetail pieces 30 of the levers and normally 
tend to force Said Ievers into engagement 
with the ends 27 of the latch plates 26. 
The operation of the device is as follows: 

When the lid 12 is placed in position, the 
latches engage the latch plates as shown in 
Fig. , 5 and prewent said, lid from being 
lifted to be removed. It is apparent, how 
ever, that, with the end 4. removed, the lid 
12 may be moved longitudinally toward the 
left in Fig. 1 to thereby bring the latches 
Out of engagement with the latch plates, 
but after the end 4. has been placed in posi 
tion and the bolts 20 of the locks have been 
moved into engagement with the keeper 
plates, endwise movement of the lid is pre 
Vented, and since it is not possible to have 
access to the latches when this end 4 is in 
position, it Will be apparent that the lid can 
not at this time be removed. In placing the 
end 4 in position, the dowels 24 enter the 
recesses 23 after which the bots of the 
locks are projected by means of a key in the 
usual manner. Where the lid is Secured in 
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the lid from the casket case without remov 
ing the case from the grave, and it is desir 
able to prewent this. It is apparent that it 
would be impossible to have access to the 
end 4 for the purpose of opening this case 
without removing Said. case from the grave. 
From the foregoing description, it will be 

seen that simple and eficient means are here 
in provided for accomplishing the objects of 
the invention, but while the elements shown 
and described arewell adapted to serve the 
purposes for which they are intended it is 
to be understood that the invention is not 
limited to the precise construction set forth, 
but includes within itspurview Such changes 
as may be made Within the Scope of the ap 
pended claims. | 
Having described our invention, what We 

claim is: 
1. A. casket case comprising in its con 

struction a removable top and end wall, 
latch mechanisms for preventing vertical 
movement of the topwith relation to the case, 

i said latch mechanisms being capable of dis 
25 
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engagement by endwise movement of the 
top with relation to the case, means for se 
curing Said end wall in position, and means 
upon the top for engaging Saidend wall and 
preventing endwise movement of the top 
whensaidend Wallis in position. 

2. The combination with a casket case, 
comprising in its construction a removable 
top and end wall of a plurality of latch 
plates Secured to said Case, a plurality of 

976,213 

latch members Secured to the underside of 
the top and adapted to engage Said atch 
plates or to be moved out of engagement 
with Said latch plates by endwise movement 

35 

of the top with relation to said latch plates, 
key controlled locking mechanism carried 
by the end wal for Securing Said end wall 
in position, and means upon the top for en 
gaging Said end wall and prewenting end 
wise movement of the top when the end Wall is in position. 

3. A. casket case, comprising a body por 
tion including a removable end Wall and a 
removable top, latch connections between 
Said removable top and said body portion 
for preventing Vertical movement of the top 
with relation to said body portion, said 
latch mechanism being adapted to be dis 
engaged by endwise movement of the top 
with relation to said body portion, a stop 
member carried by said top and adapted to 
abut against Said end wall, to prewent lon 
gitudinal movement of the top when said, 
end wall is in position, and key controlled 
locking mechanism for Securing Said. end 
wall in position, substantially as shown and 

| described. 
In testimony whereof We afix our signa 

tures in presence of two witnesses. 
WILLIAM PYE. 
LELAND D. NOURSE. 

Witnesses: 
J. W. BRITToN, 
RUTH, L. McQUARRIE. 
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