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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoaN P.. WILKINSON, of
Abbeville, in the county of Lafayette and State
of Mississippi, have invented a new and Im-

-proved Key-Hole Guard for Locks, of which

the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription. L

My invention consists of ‘a sliding block in
the lock-case equal in thickness to the space
between the plates of the lock-case, and ar-

ranged to slide forward and backward by

means of ‘a thumb-bit extending out of a slot

in the bottom or side edge of the case, the
block being so fitted that the side and edge

plates of the lock form the guides or keepers
for it, and the thumb-bit being arranged so
that the lock may be -used either on right-hand
or left-hand doors without change or altera-
tion, and in the case of locks requiring the
guard to be shifted vertically the thumb-bit is
contrived for locking the guard in the upper-
most position, all as hereinafter fully de-
scribed.

Reference is to be had to the accompsanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a lock pro-
vided with my improved key-hole guard as
arranged for locking the guard by the thumb-
bit, the front plate of the lock being removed.
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the bottom edge of
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a section of Fig. 2 on line
x z. Fig. 4 is a side elevation of a lock with
a guard, as arranged without the locking con-
trivance of the thumb-bit, the plate of the case
being moved. Tig. 5is a section of Figs. 4

. and 6 on the line y y of Fig. 6, and Fig. 6 is
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a bottom view of Fig. 4.

« represents the guard for the key-hole b, to
be located inside of the case of the lock, so as
to be shifted along in front of the key-hole or
away from it; asrequired, by means of a thumb-
bit, ¢, extending through a slot, d, of the bot-
tom or side edge plate, ¢, of thelock, the said
block being equal in thickness to the space be-
tween the front and back plates of the lock-
case, so that it cannot be pushed back away

| from the outside plate, and so that it does not
require the application of guides or other de-
vices inside of the lock to keep‘it up to its

is employed to stop the key-hole.

‘When the guard is arranged to slide along
the bottom edge of the lock-case, it will not re-
quire any fastening device to keep it in front
of the key-hole; but in case the lock is to be
placed upright—that is to say, so that the

tical side of the lock-case—then I make the
thumb-bit to turn in the block, and make a
wide notch, f, at the top of the slot, in which
to turn the bit ¢ as a button, to secure the
guard. The same or any approved method

desired,when it slides along the bottoni of the
case, the guard being thus adapted for both
vertical and horizontal adjustment 2long and
between the lock side plates, to adapt it for
use with any style of rim-lock.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. The combination, with a lock-case, of a

.| key-hole guard consisting of a sliding bloek,

a, fitting between the plates of the lock, to be
guided and supported by them, and having a
thumb-bit forming a button to lock the guard

described.

2. The combination, with a lock-case, of a
key-hole guard consisting of a sliding block,
a, fitting between the plates of a lock to Dbe
guided and supported by them, and having a
thumb-bit to work it projecting through the
bottom or side edge of the lock-case, enabling
the lock .to be .placed on right or left hand
doors, substantially as deseribed.

3. A sliding key-hole guard provided with
a thumb-bit, in combination with a case hav-
ing slot d and notch f, as and for the purpose

specified.
JOHN P. WILKINSON.
Witnesses: -
B. . HOUSTON,
JoHN R. BROWN,

place, as must be provided when a thin plate-
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in the notch f of the slot d, substantially as-
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