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The present invention relates to improve 
ments in the art of manufacturing luggage 
carriers and especially the handles thereof. 
A general object of the invention is to 

provide an improved luggage carrier handle 
or the like which is simple and durable in 
construction. · 

It has heretofore been common practice in 
the manufacture of luggage carriers, to pro 
vide carrier handles formed of strips of 
leather or other tenacious, flexible material 
bent fiatwise upon themselves to provide U 
shaped uninterrupted end portions and an 
intervening gripping portion, the end por 
tions of these handles being pivotally aSSO 
ciated with the luggage carrier cases by 
means of Imetai loops coacting with said end 
portions. The upper and lower portions of 
these prior handles are Sewed together by 
stitching which extends longitudinally of the 
gripping portions of the handles, and the 
handles are ordinarily covered with leather 
or other neat appearing sheet material. In 
order to complete the finished appearance of 
these prior handles, it has also been custom 
ary to glue a band of the covering material 
around each end of the handle closely adja 
cent to each of the metal end loops, but due 
to the flexibility of the material from which 
these handles are constructed, and also due 
to the constant abuse to which they are sub 
jected by the baggage men, the prior handles 
tend to tear at the stitching and when this 
happens, the end loops quickly tear the fin 
ishing bands from the handles and enhance 
the complete destruction thereof. 

it is a more specific object of the present 
invention to provide improvements in the 
construction of luggage carrier handles of 
this general type which will increase the life 
of such handles, and whereby the neat ap 
pearance thereof will not be marred by ordi 
nary use and customary abuse. The inven 
tion contemplates the provision of a rela 
tively strong clamping member or ring sub 
stantially encircling each end of the handle 
closely adjacent to each of the end loops, 
whereby possibility of tearing of the stitch- C 

of the handle in order to give the structure 100 ing is reduced and consequent destruction 

or deformation of the handle is substantial 
ly prevented. 
A clear conception of an embodiment of 

the invention and of the mode of construct 
ing luggage carrier handles in accordance 5ä 
therewith, may be had by referring to the 
drawing accompanying and forming a part 
of this specification in which like reference 
characters designate the same or similar 
parts in the several views: 60 

Fig. 1 is a part Sectional side elevation of 
one of the improved luggage carrier handles, 
showing the same applied to a fragment of 
a luggage carrier case; 

Fig. 2 is a top view of one of the im- 65 
proved luggage carrier handles; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged transverse section 
through one of the luggage carrier handles 
showing a fragment of the loop which is 
pivotally associated therewith, the section ro 
being taken along the line 3—3 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a similarly enlarged transverse 
Section through the luggage carrier handle, 
the section being taken along the line 4—4 
of Fig. 1 75 

Referring to the drawing which discloses 
one embodiment of the improvement by way 
of illustration, the luggage carrier handle 
comprises a body portion 5 pivotally asso 
ciated with a luggage carrier case 8 by s0 
means of solid metad loops 6 pivotally en 
gaging the opposite ends of the body por 
tion 5 and pivotally coacting with loop fas 
teners 7 which are rigidly attached to the 
case 8. The luggage carrier handle is ordi- 85 
narily formed of one or Imore strips 11 of 
leather bent upon themselves to provide U 
shaped portions at the ends of the body por 
tion 5, the ends 12 of the strips 11 meet 
ing at the lower portion of the handle. 90 
While leather is customarily employed in 
the formation of these handles, any other 
tenacious material may be utilized. The 
upper and lower portions of the leather 
strips 11 coact along surfaces 10, and are 95 
firmly united by means of stitching 13 ex 
tending longitudinally of the body portion 
of the handle. A similar piece 14 of leather. 
or the like may also be utilized at the top 



0 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

proper shape, and the entire handle is en 
closed within a covering 15 of suitable ma 
terial such as thin leather or deather compo 
sition sheeting. The side edges of this 
sheeting, are camped between the upper and 
lower portions of the handle, and the entire 
covering 15 is preferably glued upon the 
internal hande structure. 
The loops 6 which are pivoted in the U 

shaped end portioins of the handie may 
either pivot directly upon the bends of the 
leather strips, or they may be provided with 
metal bearing pieces embedded within the 
handle. Directly adjacent to the loops 6, 
are clamping member's or retaining rings 
9, preferably formed of metal or other 
strong material. The rings 9 may be 
formed as j-shapedi pieces haying sharp 
projections or points 16 formed integra? 
with the ends thereof, and these j-shaped 
pieces may be slipped downwardly over the 
ends of the handle a Find the bifurcations 
thereof Subsequently ito 
points 16 within the hain die As illustrated 
in Fig. 3. As it is customaty to provide the 
carrier case 8 with protecting corners, the 
appearaice of the strti célul'e is ealainced by 
utilizing the same kind of material that is uti 
lized for these corners and for other fittings 
of the case 8, in the formation of the clamp 
ing rings 9. The rings 9 need not neces 
sarily be formed as U-shaped pieces, nor is it 
necessary that they be provided with the 
end points 16, since these rings may obvious 
y be formed in different ways while accom 
?lishing the same desirable results. 
The clamping rings 9 may also be varied 

in shape Without departing from the present 
invention, but they must be adapted to 
Prevent spreading of the handle at, the sur 
faces 10 directly adjacent to the loops 6. 
WVith the handle thus constructed, the loops 
6 are prevented from moving away from 
their axes of swing and therefore cannot 
tear the stitching 13. These rings 9 in no 
hanner interfere With the normal use of 
the handle, and obviously enhance the ap 
pearance thereof and produce a more me 
chanical construction than that previously 
Sed for similar purposes. TiThe rings 9 also 

tend to retain the covering 15 in place, this 
covering having its ends disposed withiin 
the e longitudinal division formed adjacent 
to the surfaces 10. 
From the foregoing description it wiil 

be apparent that the invention provides a 
luggage carrier handle or the like which is 
simple and durable in construction and 
which will withstand considerabile abuse 
without destruction thereof. The clamping 
rings 9 may be applied at relatively slight 
cost and effectively maintain the loops 6 in 
proper pivotal association with the ends of 
the handie. 

It should be understood that it is not de 

sired to limit the invention to the exact 
details of construction herein shown and 
described, for various modifications within 
the Scope of the claims may occur to per 
sons skilled in the art. 

It is claimed and desired to secure by Let 
ters BPatent : 
A handle comprising, a pair of solid metal 

endi loops, a plurality of leather strips bent 
fiat Wise upon each other and through said 
Oops to provide j-shaped end portions piv 
otay supporting the loops, the ends of 
Said Strips being joined intermediate said 
loops and the upper and lower stretches 
thereof being connected by stitching extend 
ilig from One of said Uj-shaped end portions 
to the other, and camping rings snugly em 
bracing Said U-shaped strip portions closely 
adjacent, to said lóops to prevent shifting 
Oli ühe pivota loop axes and tearing of the 
Stitching, said rings being fixed against dis 
placement a Way from the adjacent loops due 
tº pressure applied from the loops against 
the rings. 

In testimony whereof, I affix my signa 
tu'e. 

WILLIAM C. CHESNUT. 
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