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The present invention relates to holders or mouthpicces
for tobacco-containing products, and more particularly to
mouthpieces provided with one or more internal filters
through which the smoke must pass before reaching the
mouih of a smoker. Still more particularly, the inven-
tion relates to longitudinally extensible and collapsible
filter-containing mouthpieces which may but need not be
permanently connected with the tobacco-containing prod-
ucts.

4An important object of the invention is to provide a
longitudinally extensible and collapsible filter-containing
mouthpiece which is constructed and assembled in such
a way that the material of the filter or filters at least
nearly fills the interior of the mouthpiece when the latter
is extended.

Another object of the invention is to provide a mouth-
piece of the just outlined characteristics which may be
constructed as a throw-away expendable article or which
may be reused with one or more tobacco-containing
products.

A further object of the invention is to provide a mouth-
piece for tobacco-containing products whose filter or fil-
ters are constructed and mounted in such a way that they
prevent excessive extension and eventual destruction of
the mouthpiece.

An additional object of the invention is to provide an
improved filtering element for extensible and collapsible
mouthpieces which are utilized in connection with cig-
arettes, cigars, cigarillos and similar types of elongated
tobacco-containing products.

Still another object of the instant invention is to pro-
vide a mouthpiece and a filtering element of the above
outlined characteristics which may be mass-manufac-
tured at very low cost so that each cigarette, cigar or
cigarillo may be equipped with a mouthpiece without
appreciably increasing the cost of the tobacco-containing
products,

A further object of the invention is to provide a mouth-
piece whose shell may be made of a single strip of readily
available paper-like material, which can be readily manip-
ulated by the smoker, and whose filtering action is su-
perior to the filtering action of conventional mouthpieces
of which I am aware at this time. The mouthpiece
may be made of any suitable material, for instance a
paper, a plastics, as e.g. polyvinyl chloride, or the like.

With the above objects in view, the invention resides
in the provision of a mouthpiece for tobacco-containing
products which comprises a longitudinally extensible and
collapsible tubular shell having a first and a second
porfion the latter of which is more distant from the first
portion in the extended than in the collapsed position
of the shell, and a collapsible and extensible fltering
element received in the interior of the shell and having
first and second portions respectively secured to the first
2nd second portions of the shell. The filtering element
is in collapsed position intermediate the first and second
portions thereof when the shell is collapsed and is ex-
tensible in response to extension of the shell.

The filtering element may assume the form of a wick
comprising a body of fibrous (e.g. cotton-like) absorbent
material and cone or more flexible carriers of synthetic
plastic or like material having high tensile strength (e.g.
nylon). The purpose of the carrier or carriers is to
support the body of fibrous material and to determine
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the extent to which the shell may be extended. If the
filtering element comprises one or more cord- or band-
like carriers, it is sufficient to connect spaced portions
of the carrier or carriers to the shell so that the bedy
of filtering material is supported only by the carrier or
carriers and is collapsed or extended in response to
extension or collapse of the carriers. The material of
the filtering element is preferably such that it may ex-
pand transversely of the shell so as to at least partially
fill the interior of the shell and to make sure that to-
bacco smoke passing through the mouthpiece comes into
repeated contact with the filtering element.

The novel features which are considered as character-
istic of the invention are set forth in particular in the
appended claims. The invention itself, however, both
as to its construction and its method of operation, to-
gether with additional objects and advantages thereof,
will be best understood from the following detailed de-
scription of certain specific embodiments with reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of a tobacco-contain-
ing product in the form of a cigarette which is perma-
nently connected with a mouthpiece or holder, the latter
embodying one form of my invention and being shown
in collapsed position;

FIG. 2 is a similar side elevational view of the struc-
ture illustrated in FIG. 1, but showing the mouthpiece
in extended position;

FIG. 3 is a greatly enlarged axial section through the
mouthpiece and through a portion of the cigarette as
seen in the direction of arrows from the line 3—3 of
FIG. 1; ]

FIG. 4 is an enlarged axial section through the mouth-
piece which is shown in extended position and whose
filtering element is also shown in sectiom to illustrate a
cord-like carrier which forms part thereof and which
prevents excessive lengthening of the mouthpiece;

FIG. 5 is a transverse section as seen in the direction
of arrows from the line 5—5 of FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary axial section through a modi-
fied mouthpiece whose filtering element comprises a plu-
rality of cord-like carriers;

FIG. 7 is a similar fragmentary axial section through
a mouthpiece which comprises a single carrier in the
form of a flexible nylon band;

FiG. 8 is an enlarged axial section through a further
mouthpiece which is shown in collapsed position and
which comprises a specially configurated dispensing re-
ceptacle for the filtering element;

FIG. 9 is an axial section through a mouthpiece which
is provided with a cylindrical end portion adapted to de-
tachably receive a cigarette;

FIG. 10 is a side elevational view of a mouthpiece
which is connected to a cigar;

FIG. 11 is an axial section through a different mouth-
piece which comprises a series of telescopically connected
substantially cylindrical sections; and

FIG. 12 shows a partial axial section through the
rearward portion of a cigar with a mouthpiece accord-
ing to the inventicn fitted therein.

Referring now in greater detail to the illusirated em-
bodiments, and first to FIGS. 1 to 3, there is shown a
tobacco-containing product in the form of cigarette 10

one end of which is permanently secured to a tubular
mouthpiece or holder 11. The cigarette 18 comprises

a stick of tobacco 13 which is wrapped into a sheet of
cigarette paper 12 in the customary manner.

The tubular mouthpiece 11 comprises a longitudinally
extensible and collapsible shell or tube which includes an
outer end portion in the form of a cylinder 2@ secured to
and surrounding the adjacent end portion of the cigarctte
1€, an inner end portion in the form of a nipple 27 which




3,113,575

3

may be received in the mouth of a smoker, and a helically
convoluted strip helices or turns 15 are telescoped into
each other and which includes a larger-diameter outer-
most helix 15¢ secured to and preferably received in the
cylinder 2§, a smaller-diameter innermost helix 150
secured to and preferably surrounding the nipple 17, and
a plurality of intermediate helices 15¢. The manner in
which the helices 25a-15c¢ cooperate is shown in FIGS.
2 and 4 which illustrate the mouthpiece 11 in extended
position. When the mouthpiece is collapsed (see FIGS.
1 and 3), the helix 15a receives the helices 15¢, 155,
and the innermost intermediate helix I8¢ receives the
helix 15b. For example, the mouthpiece 11 may be ex-
tended by a smoker who inserts the nipple 17 between
his teeth and who thereupon exerts a pull on the cigar-
ette 10 or on the cylinder 29 in a direction away from
the nipple. 1t is equally possible to grasp the cigarette
or the cylinder 28 with the fingers of one hand and to pull
the nipple 17 with the fingernails of the other hand in a
direction away from the cigarette. The entire mouth-
piece may be made of a strip of waxed paper or the like
which is convoluted into the form of a spiral. 'The outer-
most helix 154 of the spiral is thereupon secured to, as
by means of a suitable adhesive, to the innerside of the
cylinder 26. The nipple 17 may be formed by cirmping
one, two or more innermost helices 16 which are located
within the helix 15h. Owing to such crimping, the helices
16 forming the nipple 17 cannot be separated from each
other when the mouthpiece 11 is caused to expand. As
shown in FIG. 3, the bulbose terminal of the nipple 17
also prevents complete penetration of helices 16 into the
helix 15b so that the smoker can readily grasp the nipple
in order to extend the mouthpiece after (but preferably
before) he lights the cigarette. Of course, the coil or
roll of helices 15 is wound with sufficient tightness so
that no air can penetrate into the interior of the mouth-
piece when the user draws tobacco smcke therethrough.

Referring again to FIG. 3, it will be seen that the
helices 15 are spaced from the cigarette 10 so as to define
in the cylinder 29 a chamber whose main portion 28a
accommodates an elongated filtering element 25. In this
embodiment, one end portion of the coilapsed filtering
element is secured to an end wall in the form of a disk-
shaped filter member 32 which is received in and which
is secured to the cylinder 20. The point at which the
end portion of the filtering element 25 is secured to the
filter member 32 is indicated by the reference numeral 34.
For example, the filtering element 25 may consist of
fibrous wmaterial, such as coiton, and may assume the
shaps of a wick which is glued to the filter member 32.
The other end portion of the filtering element is received
in an extension 28 of the internal chamber in the mouth-
piece 11. This extension 28 is at least partially defined
by the helix 155, and the other end portion of the ele-
ment 28 is secured to the nipple 17 (i.e. to the lower end
wall of the extension 28 which is defined by the edge por-
tions of the helices 16) by a dot of adhesive 38 or in any
other suitable way, e.g. by clamping. Consequently,
when the mouthpiece 11 is extended, the filtering element
35 will extend in a fully automatic way to assume the
form shown in FIG. 4, and the element 25 will be free
to expand transversely toward the inner sides of the
helices 15a—15¢ so as to at least partially fill the interior
of the mouthpiece in order to insure that tobacco smoke
flowing from the cigarette 1§ to the nipple 17 will be
compelled to pass therethrough and to deposit therein all
such impurities which the material of the element 25 can
absorb. The smoke is also cooled, which is another im-
portant advantage of the mouthpiece 1i. It has been
found that the extended element 25 completely fills at
least a portion of the mouthpiece between the end por-
tions 17 and 2¢ so that the smoke must pass at least once
through the absorbent material.

When the mouthpiece is extended to assume the posi-
tion of FIG. 2 or 4, the material of the filtering element
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25 is loosened up to insure that at least the major part
of the smoke passing to the nipple 17 is caused to re-
peatedly contact the material of this element. As a mat-
ter of fact, it was observed that the material of the ele-
ment 25 causes turbuience or eddying in the stream of
smoke. Of course, this also contributes to improved
filtering action of the mouthpiece. At least some solid
or liquid ingredients of the smoke are deposited on the
non-overlapped inner sides of the helices 154-15¢ and
cn the inner side of the innermost helix 16. The body
of filamentary material forming part of the element 23
is somewhat twisted which insures that the filtering ele-
ment can resist at least some tensional stresses and will
not tear when the mouthpiece 11 is extended.

TGS. 4 and 5 show that the filtering element 25 may
comprise an elongated flexible carrjer in the form of a
thread or cord 36 whose ends are respectively connected
to the filter member 32 (at 34) and to the helices 16 (at
36). The purpose of the carrier 36 is to prevent ex-
cessive extension or lengthening of the mouthpiece which
could permit entry of air between the helices or which
could lead to destruction of the mouthpiece. In addi-
tion, the carrier 36 insures that the material of the wick-
shaped filtering element 25 extends with the mouthpiece
and that, after expanding in transverse direction of the
element 25, this material fills or nearly fills the entire
internal space cf the extended mouthpiece.

The mouthpiece 211 of FIG. 6 is very similar to the
mouthpiece 11, excepting that it comprises several flexible
cord-like carriers 37 which insure that the mouthpiece 111
is not overly extended even if a clumsy smoker exerts a
substantial pull on the end portions of the mouthpiece.
In the extended position of the mouthpiece 111, the car-
riers 37 are preferably parallel to each other; this can
be achieved by securing the ends of these carriers in
spaced relation to the respective end portions of the
mouthpiece, e.g. in the same manner as shown for the
carrier 3§ in FIG. 4. Of course, it is also possible to
join two or more carriers into a composite cord, to
secure one end of this composite cord to a selected
portion of the filter member 32 (as by the adhesive 34),
and to secure the other end of the composite cord to a
selected portion of the nipple 17.

FIG. 7 illustrates a further embodiment of my inven-
tion wherein the mouthpiece 211 comprises a flexible
carrier in the form of a band or tape 38 to which the
filtering element 25 is secured to make sure that it ex-
pands when the mouthpiece 211 is extended. It will be
readily understood that, if the mouthpiece of my inven-
tion utilizes one or more filamentary or band-like carriers,
the fibrous body of the filtering element 23 need not be
directly connected to the mouthpiece but may be secured
solely to the carrier or carriers. This might be of some
advantage because it is normally less difficult to provide
a sirong connection between the mouthpiece and the
carrier than to provide a satisfactory conmection between
a batch of cotton or the like and the mouthpiece.

The carriers 3§, 37 and/or 38 may be formed with
roughened surfaces to insure that the fibrous body of the
filter will adhere thereto. It is also possible to provide
these carriers with coats of adhesive so as to make sure
that the fibrous material extends when the mouthpiece is
extended. The material of the carriers should be capable
of withstanding the temperature of the smoke, and their
tensile strength should be sufficient to prevent excessive
extension of the mouthpiece. Good results were obtained
with carriers of synthetic plastic material having the
properties of nylon.

FIG. 8 illustrates a mouthpiece 311 which is identical
with the mouthpiece 11 excepting that the main portion
20a of the internal chamber defined by the shell of the
mouthpiece 311 accommodates a receptacle 40 which may
consist of suitable synthetic plastic material and which
is provided with a conically converging nozzle 41 pro-
jecting into the extension 28, ie. toward the nipple 17,
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and having a conceniric opening 42 through which the
flexible element 25 extends. The ends of this flexible
element are again connected to the end wall defined by
the helices 16 (as at 39) and to the filter member 32 (as
at 34). The upper end of the receptacle 40 (as viewed in
FIG. 8) is open so that the filtering element 25 may be
readily inserted into this receptacle. In the embodiment
of FIG. 8, the receptacle 48 is assumed to be secured to
the inner side of the cylinder 20 by a suitable adhesive
and receives at least a portion of the disk shaped filter
member 32. An important advantage of the receptacle
40, and particularly of the nipple 41, is that it pays out
the filtering element at a constant rate when the mouth-
piece 311 is being extended. The member 32 may be a
fine-mesh acetate filter and is normally received in the
outer end portion of the cylinder 28, ie. in that end
portion which is distant from the nipple 17 and is im-
mediately adjacent to the end portion of the cigarette 10.

FIG. 9 shows a slightly different mouthpiece 411 which
comprises a cylindrical end portion 58 adapted to receive
one end of a cigarette 51. This cigarette is insertable
into the cylinder and is retained therein solely by fric-
tion. One end of the filtering element 25 is secured
directly to the inmer side of the cylinder 58, as at 52,
and the other end of this filtering element is secured at
S3 to the mouthpiece 54. The manner in which the
helices 55 cooperate to permit extension of the mouth-
piece 411 is the same as described in connection with
FiGS. 1 to 8. An important advantage of the mouth-
piece 411 is that it may be reused if desired, and that it
may be used in connection with cigarettes or other to-
bacco-containing products which are without filters, ie.
with so-callied filter-free regular or king-size cigarettes.
For example, a package or box of cigarettes may be sold
with one or more mouthpieces 411 of the type shown in
FIG. 9. The smoker may utilize the same mouthpiece
while smoking two or more cigarettes. Of course, it is
equally possible to sell each package or box containing
say 20 cigarettes with an equal number of mouthpieces,
or to sell the mouthpieces independently of the cigarettes.

Referring to FIG. 10, the mouthpiece 511 comprises
an outer end portion 60 which is configurated in such a
way that it may receive or that it may be secured to a
cigar 61. Otherwise, the construction of the mouthpiece
511 may be the same as that of the mouthpiece 411.

FIG. 12 shows a combination of a mouthpiece 711 with
a cigar 61. The latter is at its backward end portion
fitted with a recess, e.g. of cylindrical shape, in which
the mouthpiece 711 is inserted and, if necessary, fastened
by suitable means. Such an arrangement has the ad-
vantage that the mouthpiece 711 may, in its essential
parts, be identical with those used in connection with
cigarettes.

It will be readily understood that, even though FIGS.
1-10 show mouthpieces whose convolutions are of equal
width, the mouthpiece of my invention may be assembled
by utilizing a helically convoluted strip of paper-like ma-
terial whose width need not be uniform, that two or more
differently colored strips may be assembled to produce
an eye-pleasing effect and to enhance the sales appeal
of the tobacco-containing products equipped with such
mouthpieces, that each mouthpiece may accommodate
two or more filtering elements, and that the extensibility
of the mouthpiece may be achieved by means other than
a helically convoluted strip. For example, and as shown
in FIG. 11, the mouthpiece 611 may comprise a plurality
of substantially cylindrical or slightly conical sections
including a larger-diameter section 7¢ and a smaller-
diameter section 71 which may be at least partly tele-
scoped into or withdrawn from the section 70. The
mouthpiece 611 of FIG. 11 also comprises a series of
intermediate sections 72. The section 71 forms a nipple,

not by crimping as shown in FIGS. 1-4 and 8-10, but
rather by supporting at its cuter end an annulus 73 which

may consist of suitable plastic and which is glued or
otherwise secured to the section 71. The deformable
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filtering element 25 is secured to the inner sides of the
sections 70 and 71 so that it is automatically extended
when the user extends the mouthpiece.

Of course it is equally possible to secure spaced por-
tions of the element 25 to the section 7¢ and to one of
the intermediate sections 72, to the section 71 and to
one of the sections 72, or to a pair of intermediate sec-
tions. In such instances, the element 25 will not extend
throughout the full length of the mouthpiece when the
latter is extended.

An important advantage of the improved mouthpiece is
that the originally compressed and/or deformed filtering
element expands and increases its length in a fully auto-
matic way as scon as the tubular shell of the mouthpiece
is extended. Thus, the length of that portion of the filter-
ing element through which the smoke must pass is in-
creased to improve the filtering effect of the mouthpiece.
This is due to the fact that the extended filtering element
presents a very large surface to the stream of smoke be-
cause the smoke may come into contact with all or nearly
all fibres of the filtering element. It will be readily un-
derstood that the fibrous material forming the body of
the filtering element may be impregnated with one or
more substances which improve the filtering action or
which improve the taste of the smoke. For example, the
filtering element may be impregnated with menthol.

Without further analysis, the foregoing will so fully
reveal the gist of the present invention that others can,
by applying current knowledge, readily adapt it for vari-
ous applications without omitting features that, from the
standpoint of prior art, fairly constitute essential charac-
teristics of the generic and specific aspects of this inven-
tion and, therefore, such adaptations should and are in-
tended to be comprehended within the meaning and range
of equivalence of the following claims.

What is claimed as new and desired to be secured by
Letters Patent is:

1. A mouthpiece for tobacco-containing products com-
prising, in combination, a longitudinally extensible and
collapsible tubular shell having a first and a second por-
tion, said portions being more distant from each other
in the extended than in the collapsed position of said
shell, said second portion being located in the region
of that end of said shell which is adapted to be secured
to a tobacco-containing product; and a collapsible and
extensible filtering element received in the interior of
said shell and having first and second portions respec-
tively secured to the first and second portions of said
shell, said filtering element being in collapsed position
intermediate said first and second portions thereof when
the shell is collapsed and being extensible in response
to extension of said shell in such a manner as to sub-
stantially fill the extended shell at least at an intermediats
portion thereof while leaving said second portion of said
extended shell only partly filled so as to form an air
space adjacent said tobacco-containing product.

2. A mouthpiece for tobacco-containing products com-
prising, in combination, ‘a longitudinally extensible and
collapsible tubular shell having a first and a second por-
tion, said portions being more distant from each other in
the extended than in the collapsed position of said shell,
said second portion being located in the region of that
end of said shell which is adapted to be secured to a
tobacco-containing product; and a collapsible and exten-
sible filtering element of cotton-like compressible filter
material received in the interior of said shell and having
first and second portions respectively secured to the first
and second portions of said shell, said filtering element
being in collapsed position intermediate said first and
second portions thereof and at least some of its filter
material being in compressed condition when the shell
is collapsed, said element being extensible and its filter
material being free to expand in response to extension of
said shell in such a manner as to substantially fill the

5 extended shell at least at an intermediate portion thereof
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while leaving said second portion of said extended shell
only partly filled so as to form an air space adjacent said
tobacco-containing product.

3. A mouthpiece for tobacco-containing products com-
prising, in combination, a longitudinally extensible and
collapsible tubular sheli having a first and a second por-
tion, said portions being more distant from each other in
the extended than in the collapsed position of said shell,
said second portion being located in the region of that
end of said shell which is adapted to be secured to a
tobacco-containing product; and a collapsible and exten-
sible substantially wick-shaped filtering element consist-
ing at least in part of compressible filter material, said
element being received in the interior of said shell and
having first and second portions respectively secured to
the first and second portions of said shell, said filtering
element being in collapsed position intermediate said first
and second portions thereof and at least some of its
filter material being in compressed condition when the
shell is collapsed, said element being extensible and its
filter material being fres to expand in response to exten-
sion of said shell in such a manner as to substantially fill
the extended shell at least at an intermediate portion
thereof while leaving said second portion of said extended
shell only partly filled so as to form an air space adja-
cent said tobacco-containing product.

4. A mouthpiece for tobacco-containing products com-
prising, in combination, a longitudinally extensible and
collapsible tubular shell having a first end portion adapted
to be received in the mouth of a smoker and a second end
portion adapted to be secured to a tobacco-containing
product, said end portions being more distant from each
other in the extended than in the collapsed position of
said shell, said shell defining an internal chamber and
having substantially transversely extending first and
second end wall means bounding said chamber and re-
spectively located in the proximity of the first and second
end portions of said shell, said end wall means being
movable toward and away from each other in response
to collapsing and extension of said shell; and a collapsible
and extensible filtering element consisting at least in part
of compressible filter material, said element being received
in said chamber and having first and second end portions
respectively secured to said first and second end wall
means, said filtering element being in collapsed position
and at least some of its filler mafterial being in com-
pressed condition when the shell is collapsed, said ele-
ment being automatically extensible with resultant auto-
matic expansion of its filter material in response to
extension of said shell in such a manner as to substan-
tially fill the extended sheil at least at an intermediate
portion thereof while leaving said second end portion of
said extended shell only partly filled so as to form an
air space adjacent said tobacco-containing product.

5. A mouthpiece as set forth in claim 4 wherein said
chamber comprises a main portion adjacent to said
second end wall means and wherein the collapsed filter-
ing element is received in said main chamber portion
when the shell is in collapsed position and wherein said
‘mouthpiece further comprising a receptacle for the col-
lapsed filtering element, said receptacle being received in
the main portion of said chamber and having opening
means through which the filtering element extends toward
the first end portion of said shell.

6. A mouthpiece as set forth in claim 4, wherein said
second end wall is a substantially disk-shaped filter mem-
ber received in the second end portion of said shell.

7. A mouthpiece as set forth in claim 6, wherein the
second end portion of said shell is of cylindrical shape
and has an outer end portion distant from the first end
portion of said shell, said filter member being received
in the outer end portion of said cylinder.

8. A mouthpiece for tobacco-containing products com-
prising, in combination, a longitudinally extensible and
collapsible tubular shell having a first and a second por-
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tion, said portions being more distant from each other in
the extended than in the collapsed position of said shell,
said second portion being located in the region of that
end of said shell which is adapted to be secured to a
tobacco-containing product; and a collapsible and exten-
sible filtering element comprising a body of compressible
filter material, said element being received in the interior
of said shell and further comprising at least one flexible
carrier having spaced first and second portions respec-
tively secured to the first and second portions of said
shell, said filtering element being in collapsed position
intermediate said first and second portions thereof and
at least some of said filter material being in compressed
condition when the shell is collapsed, said element being
extensible with resultant automatic expansion of said
filter material in response to extension of said shell.

9. A mouthpiece as set forth in claim 8, wherein said
body of filter material is absorbent and is secured to
said carrier.

10. A mouthpiece for tobacco-containing products
comprising, in combination, a longitudinally extensible
and collapsible tubular shell having a first and a second
portion, said portions being more distant from each other
in the extended than in the collapsed position of said
shell, said second portion being located in the region
of that end of said shell which is adapted to be secured
to a tobacco-containing product; and a collapsible and
extensible filtering element comprising a body of com-
pressible filter material, said element being received in
the interior of said shell and further comprising at least
one flexible carrier having spaced first and second por-
tions respectively secured to the first and second portions
of said shell, said filtering element being in collapsed
position intermediate said first and second portions
thereof and at least a portion of said body of filter
material being in compressed condition when the shell
is collapsed, said element being extensible with resultant
automatic expansion of said body of filter material in
response to extension of said shell to the extent deter-
mined by the length of said carrier intermediate said
first and second portions thereof.

11. As a novel article of manufacture, an elongated
tobacco-containing product; and a mouthpiece compris-
ing a longitudinally extensible and collapsible tubular
shell having a first end portion receiving one end of and
permanently secured to said tobacco-containing product
and a second end portion adapted to be received in the
mouth of a user, said end portions being more distant
from each other in the extended than in the collapsed
position of said shell, and a collapsible and extensible
filtering element consisting at least in part of compres-
sible filter material, said element being received in the
interior of said shell and having first and second portions
respectively secured to the shell in the proximity of said
first and second end portions thereof, said filtering ele-
ment being in collapsed position intermediate said por-
tions thereof and at least some of its filter material being
in compressed condition when the shell is collapsed, said
element being extensible with resultant automatic expan-
sion of said filter material in response to extension of
said shell in such a manner as to substantially fill the
extended shell at least at an intermediate portion thereof
while leaving said second end portion of said extended
shell only partly filled so as to form an air space adjacent
said tobacco-containing product.

12. As a novel article of manufacture, an elongated
tobacco-containing product; and a mouthpiece compris-
ing a longitudinally extensible and collapsible tubular
shell having a cylindrical first end portion receiving one
end of and permanenty secured to said tobacco-containing
product and a nipple-like second end portion adapted to
be received in the mouth of a user, said end portions
being more distant from each other in the extended than
in the collapsed position of said shell, and a collapsible
and extensible filtering element consisting at least in part
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of compressible filter material, said element being re-
ceived in the interior of said shell and having first and
second portions respectively secured to the shell in the
proximity of said first and second end portions thereof,
said filtering element being in collapsed position inter-
mediate said portions thereof and at least some of its
filter material being in compressed condition when the
shell is collapsed, said element being extensible with re-
sultant automatic expansion of said filter material in re-
sponse to extension of said shell in such a manner as to
substantially fill the extended shell at least at an inter-
mediate portion thereof while leaving said second end
portion of said extended shell only partly filled so as to
form an air space adjacent said tobacco-containing
product.

13. A mouthpiece for tobacco-containing products
comprising, in combination, a longitudinally extensible
and collapsible tubular shell having a substantially nipple-
like first end portion adapted to be received in the mouth

of a smoker and a substantially cylindrical second end
portion adapted to receive one end of a tobacco-con-

taining product, said end portions being more distant
from each other in the extended than in the collapsed
position of said shell, said shell defining an internal cham-
ber and having substantially transversely extending first
and second end wall means bounding said chamber and
respectively located in the proximity of the first and sec-
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ond end portions of said shell, said end wall means being
movable toward and away from each other in response
to collapsing and extension of said shell; and a collapsi-
ble and extensible filtering element consisting at least in
part of compressible filter material, said element being
received in said chamber and having first and second end
portions respectively secured to said first and second end
wall means, said filtering element being in collapsed
position and at least some of its filter material being in
compressed condition when the shell is collapsed, said
element being automatically extensible with resultant
automatic expansion of said filter material in response
to extension of said shell in such a manner as to sub-
stantially fill the extended shell at least at an intermediate
portion thereof while leaving said second end portion of
said extended shell only partly filled so as to form an air
space adjacent said tobacco-containing product.
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