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(57) ABSTRACT 

The present invention provides a tightening structure with 
which a reduction in processing steps is achieved without 
modifying the shape of a partner member an improvements in 
bolt strength and fatigue strength are achieved, and with 
which the fitting length of a thread ridge is not altered greatly 
in comparison with a conventional tightening structure Such 
that a size reduction can be achieved, thereby contributing 
greatly to a reduction in the weight of a vehicle. 
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TIGHTENING STRUCTURE USING 
HIGH-STRENGTH SELF-FORMING SCREWS 

0001. This application claims priority Japanese Patent 
Application No.JP2008-182482 filed on Jul. 14, 2008, which 
is incorporated here by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 1. Field of the Invention 
0003. The present invention relates to a tightening struc 
ture for performing tightening using high-strength self-form 
ing screws (bolts). 
0004 2. Description of the Related Art 
0005. In a conventional tightening structure for tightening 
a peripheral site of an engine using high-strength bolts, the 
high-strength bolt is screwed to an internal (female) screw of 
a nut or an internal screw tapped into a partner member. An 
internal thread portion of a nut or a tapped internal Screw hole 
is of course formed by a cutting process. When an internal 
screw hole is formed by performing a tapping process on an 
aluminum die-cast member, a chassis or Suspension member, 
a forged member, or the like in a peripheral site of an engine, 
for example, precision is required in the hole diameter, and 
therefore a large number of manufacturing steps, including 
casting (or prepared hole forming by forging), prepared hole 
drilling, prepared hole washing, tapping, and screw hole 
washing must be performed on the die-cast member or other 
partner member, as shown in FIG. 7. 
0006 Further, attempts have been made to increase the 
strength and reduce the size of the bolt in order to reduce 
vehicle weight and achieve tightening with a greater tighten 
ing force. This point is a well-known technical problem, as 
described in Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Pub 
lication 2005-29870 and so on, for example. Accordingly, 
advancing the use of high-strength bolts having a strength of 
14T (minimum tensile strength 1400 N/mm. hardness 44 to 
47 HRC), which is the maximum strength that can be put to 
practical use at present, in place of conventional bolts to 
achieve dramatic size reductions in comparison with conven 
tional bolts has become an unavoidable problem in terms of 
fuel efficiency, environmental friendliness, and so on. 
Accordingly, in recent years, the development of bolts having 
maximum strength has become a technological problem 
requiring urgent attention. 
0007. However, to achieve a strength increase and a size 
reduction in a bolt, the size of the nut member must be 
reduced in accordance therewith, and therefore the size of a 
thread ridge in the internal screw hole of the nut member must 
also be reduced in size. If the bolt alone is increased in 
strength, a load on a thread ridge fitting portion of the nut 
member increases, leading to a large offset load on a root 
portion of a first fitting thread of the nut member, which may 
lead to a fatigue fracture in a corresponding location. In 
addition to fatigue fractures, the nut member may be unable to 
withstand a tightening force of 14T, which is applied during 
static tightening performed to achieve tightening, and as a 
result, the internal screw part may break. Therefore, the fitting 
portion of the thread ridge to which the nut member is 
screwed must be lengthened (in the case of an aluminum 
internal screw, between 2.5 and 3 times the screw diameter, 
and in the case of a steel internal Screw, no less than 2.2 times 
the screw diameter) to reduce the load value per thread. In 
Such a case, large-scale design modification must be per 
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formed on the periphery of the screw hole of the partner 
member doubling as the internal screw member in order to 
increase the hole depth, and since the fitting length (fitting 
portion) becomes longer than a conventional fitting length as 
a result, a retrograde step is made interms of reducing the size 
of the bolt. 
0008 Furthermore, attempts have been made in the related 
art to improve fatigue strength by rolling the bolt following 
heat treatment to provide the root portion with residual stress, 
thereby improving the fatigue strength. For example, it is said 
that an engine bolt can withstand use when the fatigue 
strength thereof at the number of stress cycles of 5x10° is 
approximately 50 MPa, and therefore the actual fatigue 
strength of the engine bolt must possess at least this charac 
teristic. A fatigue strength of 50 MPa is the average ability 
level of a product obtained through heat treatment after roll 
ing. However, these elements vary according to relative pitch 
errors with the combined nut, the spring constant of a bolt/nut 
fastener, and tightening axial tension variation, and therefore 
rolling after heat treatment is performed to obtain a greater 
increase in the fatiguelimit. However, when rolling after heat 
treatment is performed on a high-strength bolt having a 
strength of 14T (minimum tensile strength 1400 N/mm. 
hardness 44 to 47 HRC), a rolling tool is subjected to severe 
wear, and as a result, the life of the tool decreases to /10 of a 
tool used in heat treatment after rolling. It is therefore imprac 
tical in terms of productivity and cost to improve the fatigue 
strength of a bolt having a strength of 14T by performing 
rolling after heat treatment. Japanese Unexamined Patent 
Application Publication 2007-321858 discloses another 
method of improving fatigue strength in which a pitch error 
between a bolt and a nut is used to reduce the degree of 
unevenness in the distribution of stress on a fitting screw root 
portion. However, the value of the pitch error used in this 
method must be managed in Lum units, and therefore this 
method is likewise impractical in terms of productivity and 
cost. Hence, at present, no effective solutions exist for 
increasing the fatigue limit. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0009. In consideration of the points described above, an 
object of the present invention is to provide a tightening 
structure with which a reduction in processing steps is 
achieved without modifying the shape of a partner member 
(nut member), the strength of a bolt is increased, and fatigue 
fractures are avoided, and with which the fitting length of a 
thread ridge is not altered greatly in comparison with a con 
ventional tightening structure Such that a size reduction can 
be achieved safely and effectively, thereby contributing 
greatly to a reduction in the weight of a vehicle. 
0010. To achieve this object, in the present invention, a 
self-forming screw having a strength of 14T, which is manu 
factured by pre-heat treatment rolling and gradually self 
forms an internal screw, is used as a tightening bolt, and a 
member having a prepared hole formed by casting alone or 
forging alone while not yet being Subjected to screw forma 
tion, is used as a member into which the self-forming screw is 
screwed. 
0011. As a result, there is no need to modify the shape of 
the partner member into which the self-forming screw is 
screwed, and therefore a reduction in the number of process 
ing steps of the partner member can be achieved. Moreover, 
no clearance is generated on a contact surface between an 
external (male) screw and an internal (female) screw by the 
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self-forming screw having a strength of 14T, which gradually 
self-forms the internal screw, and stress on a first engagement 
screw root portion of the nut member, in which stress is most 
concentrated, can be reduced through dispersion while 
strengthening the tightening. As a result, improvements in the 
strength of the bolt and the fatigue strength of the tightening 
thread ridge can be realized, and since the fitting length of the 
thread ridge is not altered greatly in comparison with a con 
ventional tightening structure, a size reduction can be 
achieved effectively, thereby contributing greatly to a reduc 
tion in the weight of a vehicle. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0012 FIG. 1 shows a self-forming screw used in the 
present invention; 
0013 FIG. 2 shows a cast member used in the present 
invention; 
0014 FIG. 3 is a view illustrating a “percentage of thread 
engagement of the self-forming screw; 
0015 FIG. 4 is a view showing measurement results of 
stress values in a root portion of each fitting thread ridge, and 
Summarizing these measurement results; 
0016 FIG.5 is a view of an embodiment showing a thread 
forming characteristic and a tightening characteristic, imple 
mented to determine a best use application range of a high 
strength self-forming screw; 
0017 FIG. 6 is a view of another embodiment showing a 
thread-forming characteristic and a tightening characteristic, 
implemented to determine the best use application range of 
the high-strength self-forming screw; and 
0018 FIG. 7 shows a sequence of processing steps imple 
mented on a conventional cast member. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

0019 Preferred embodiments of the present invention will 
become evident from the following description with refer 
ence to the attached drawings. 
0020 FIG. 1 shows a self-forming screw 1 used in the 
present invention. The self-forming screw 1 is a steel screw 
manufactured by pre-heat treatment rolling and having a 
strength of 14T (minimum tensile strength 1400 N/mm. 
hardness 44 to 47 HRC). A thread portion thereof is consti 
tuted by a tapered self-forming thread portion 3 and a parallel 
thread portion 2 for performing normal tightening. The self 
forming thread portion 3 is formed over a range of 1 to 5 
pitches, and a maximum outer diameter or hypothetical outer 
diameter thereof is between 1 and 10% larger than the outer 
diameter of an external screw of the parallel thread portion 2. 
The hypothetical outer diameter denotes the diameter of a 
column formed hypothetically by the tip ends of projections 
when projections are provided on the thread portion of the 
self-forming thread portion3, for example. Further, when the 
screw and shaft of the self-forming thread portion 3 are tri 
angular (a triangular block), the hypothetical outer diameter 
denotes the diameter of a column formed hypothetically by 
the three apexes of the triangle. By making the maximum 
outer diameter or hypothetical outer diameter of the self 
forming portion 1 to 10% larger than the outer diameter of the 
external screw of the parallel thread portion 2 in this manner, 
screwing of the parallel thread portion is assisted, and a “per 
centage of thread engagement of the screw, to be described 
below, is defined. When the maximum outer diameter (or 
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hypothetical outer diameter) is no more than 10% larger than 
the outer diameter of the external screw of the parallel thread 
portion 2, the parallel portion is fitted without clearance due 
to spring-back following self-forming plastic deformation. 
However, when the maximum outer diameter (or hypothetical 
outer diameter) exceeds 10%, the allowable spring-back 
range is exceeded, generating clearance, and as a result, stress 
on a first engagement root portion, in which stress is most 
concentrated, cannot be reduced effectively. Further, the 
thread portion is coated with a friction stabilizer (friction 
reducing agent) to reduce driving torque and stabilize a torque 
coefficient, thereby suppressing variation in an axial tension 
generated during tightening and a coefficient of friction. 
0021 FIG. 2 shows a cast member 4 having low material 
strength, for example an aluminum die-cast member, which is 
used in the present invention. A prepared hole 5 (the taper 
shown in the drawing is emphasized) formed by casting is 
provided in the cast member 4 as a nut member for the 
self-forming screw 1. The self-forming screw 1 is screwed 
directly into the prepared hole 5 provided in the cast member 
4, and while the self-forming screw 1 self-forms an internal 
screw, an attachment member 6 is fastened to the cast member 
4. Alternatively, a plurality of attachment members (not 
shown) is fastened by the self-forming screw 1 and the cast 
member 4. By making a bolt into a self-forming bolt in this 
manner, prepared hole drilling, tapping for forming an inter 
nal screw, and associated washing processes do not need to be 
performed on the prepared hole5, and therefore a reduction in 
the number of processing steps and a reduction in cost can be 
achieved. 

0022. When the fastened self-forming screw 1 and the cast 
member 4 are fastened through self-forming, no clearance is 
generated on a contact Surface between the external screw and 
internal Screw, and therefore the strength of the tightening 
increases such that stress on the first engagement root portion, 
in which stress is most concentrated, is reduced through dis 
persion, as shown in FIG. 4. As a result, the maximum prin 
cipal stress applied to the root portion of a first fitting thread 
of the cast member 4 can be reduced from 756 MPa (in the 
case of a cut internal screw) to 597 MPa, as is evident from 
FIG. 4, which is a reduction of approximately 21% in the 
maximum principal stress. Hence, the internal screw part can 
withstand a tightening force of 14T during the tightening 
process, and fractures do not occur in the internal screw part. 
Moreover, a large increase of approximately 17% can be 
achieved in the fatigue strength of the internal screw and 
external Screw. Further, in comparison with a conventional 
method in which a pitch error is applied to a bolt and a nut (a 
cut internal screw), the maximum principal stress applied to 
the root portion of the fitting thread is greatly reduced, leading 
to a clear reduction in the average stress value, as is evident 
from the graph in FIG. 4. Hence, when the cast member 4 is 
a member having low material strength, for example an alu 
minum die-cast member, the fitting length of the screw and 
the prepared hole and the fitting portion of the screwed thread 
need not be lengthened, and a fitting length of approximately 
d to 2.5d (dbeing the screw diameter) is sufficient. Since this 
fitting length does not differ greatly from that of a conven 
tional tightening structure, there is no need for large-scale 
design modifications to the cast member 4, and therefore cost 
increases are avoided. 

0023 FIG. 3 is a view illustrating a percentage of thread 
engagement between an internal screw formed by self-form 
ing and an external screw. Here, if a “thread overlap' (an 
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actual contact height) between the external screw and internal 
screw when screwed together is set at H1' and a basic height 
of thread of an external screw (bolt) having a basic thread 
ridge is set as a “basic thread overlap' H1, the “percentage of 
thread engagement of the screw is defined as the percentage 
of H1' relative to H1, or in other words (H1'/H1)x100%. By 
setting the percentage of thread engagement between an inter 
nal screw formed by self-forming and an external screw at 75 
to 90%, as in the present invention, the combination of the 
prepared hole diameter and the thread portion dimension is 
optimized. As a result, a Superior thread-forming character 
istic and a Superior tightening characteristic are obtained in 
comparison with conventional tightening, and these charac 
teristics are stabilized. When the “percentage of thread 
engagement' is greater than 90%, driving torque becomes too 
great, leading to deterioration of the screwing operability, and 
the driving torque greatly affects the precision of the casting 
ejected prepared hole. Further, when the “percentage of 
thread engagement' is smaller than 75%, the stability of the 
generated axial tension is impaired, and as a result, variation 
may occur in the tightening characteristic Such that it 
becomes impossible to obtain sufficient tightening force. Fur 
thermore, axial tension variation during tightening has a large 
adverse effect on the fatigue strength, and is a fatal flaw in a 
tightening site that requires a leak capacity. 
0024. The above description is summarized in FIG. 5. The 
table in FIG.5 shows the results oftests relating to the driving 
torque, the torque coefficient, variation in the generated axial 
tension, the strength of the internal screw, and the fatigue 
strength, which are related to the tightening characteristic and 
operability, these tests having been performed under various 
conditions relating to the outer diameter of the self-forming 
portion, the percentage of thread engagement, the fitting 
length, and the presence of a friction stabilizer. An aluminum 
die-cast material (ADC12) currently used for bolts was 
employed as the material for forming the internal screw. To 
measure the driving torque of (a) in the table shown in FIG. 5, 
a test was performed to determine whether or not the driving 
torque decreases below a maximum driving torque value 
relative to strength classifications 05, 10 and 12, defined in 
Table 8 of JISB1056, at the capacity of a prevailing torque 
type steelhexagonal nut defined in JISB1056. The coefficient 
offriction of (b) was measured using a tightening test method 
for a screw component defined by JISB1084. A reference 
value of the tested coefficient of friction was set at 0.180, 
which is the coefficient of friction of a current bolt employing 
a cut internal Screw. The generated axial tension variation of 
(c) was measured using the tightening test method for a screw 
component defined by JISB1084. The reference of the test 
was whether or not the axial tension variation decreased 
below axial tension variation at a set, torque value of a current 
bolt (strength classification 10.9, number of thread ridges 
n=10) employing a cut internal screw. With respect to the 
internal Screw strength of (d), a tensile load was applied in a 
bolt axis direction with the bolt in a fitted state, and the 
maximum breaking load of the internal Screw was measured. 
A breaking load of no less than 1.5 times a bolt tensile load 
minimum value (M10xP1.5: 81.2 kN) of a strength classifi 
cation 14.9 (stress value 1400 MPa) was used as a reference. 
This numerical value of 81.2 kN is obtained by multiplying 
the tensile load (stress value) 1400 N/mm of the strength 
classification 14.9 by an effective sectional area 58.0 mm of 
M10xP (pitch) 1.5. The fatigue strength of (e) was tested by 
an "axial load fatigue testing method and result evaluation” 
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for a screw component, defined in JISB1081. When the aver 
age load is 40% of a 0.2% proof stress and the number of 
stress cycles is 5x10, a target fatiguelimit was 50 MPa. As is 
evident from the results in the table shown in FIG. 5, compo 
nents having a Superior "overall evaluation” to a current com 
ponent are indicated by a double circle and are exclusive to 
the present invention. In this table, test results relating to 
components having a fitting length of over 2.5d are colored 
gray, but since components having a fitting length of over 2.5d 
are at variance to the object of the present invention, i.e. a 
reduction in fitting length, these components are merely pro 
vided as numerical values and evaluations for reference pur 
poses. 

0025 FIG. 6 shows measurement results relating to the 
tests (a) to (e) described above in a case where the steel 
material used in a current bolt is employed as the material for 
forming the internal screw. When the member 4 is a steel 
member having a prepared hole 5 that has been subjected to 
casting alone or forging alone and is not screw-formed, the 
fitting length of the screw and the prepared hole can be main 
tained at approximately d to 2.2d (d being the screw diam 
eter), without lengthening the fitting portion of the Screwed 
thread ridge. Here also, the fitting length does not differ 
greatly from that of a conventional tightening structure, and 
hence there is no need for large-scale design modifications to 
the member 4. As a result, costincreases are avoided. It can be 
seen from the results in the table shown in FIG. 6 that com 
ponents indicated by a double circle, i.e. having a Superior 
“overall evaluation” to a current component, are exclusive to 
the present invention. In FIG. 6 also, test results relating to 
components having a fitting length of over 2.2d are tinted 
gray, but since components having a fitting length of over 2.2d 
are at variance to the object of the present invention, i.e. a 
reduction in fitting length, these components are merely pro 
vided as numerical values and evaluations for reference pur 
poses. 

0026 Hence, by means of the fitting length (d to 2.2d ord 
to 2.5d) of the screw and prepared hole and the percentage of 
thread engagement (75 to 90%) between the internal screw 
formed through self-forming and the external screw, as 
defined by the present invention, the breaking limit load of the 
internal screw formed through self-forming proofs 1400 
MPa, which is the tightening limit strength required of a 14T 
bolt as the tightening member, without the need to vary the 
material and strength of the member 4. 
0027 Embodiments and conventional examples of the 
present invention were described above on the basis of FIGS. 
1 to 7, but the present invention is not limited to the above 
embodiments. The cast material is not limited to an aluminum 
die-cast material, and may be a normal casting material. 
Moreover, as described above, a forged member having a 
prepared hole formed through forging may be used instead of 
a cast member. In this case, a self-forming screw in which a tip 
end part serving as the self-forming thread portion has been 
hardened by induction hardening is used. Further, a vehicle is 
used as an example, but needless to say, the tightening struc 
ture of the present invention is not limited to a vehicle. 
0028. The tightening between the self-forming screw 1 
and the member 4 according to the present invention elicits 
extremely favorable effects in that stress in a first engagement 
root portion, in which stress is most concentrated, can be 
reduced through dispersion without modifying the shape of 
the cast member or the forged member, and as a result, 
improvements in the strength and fatigue strength of the bolt 
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can be realized. Moreover, the number of processing steps can 
be reduced by eliminating internal screw processing. As a 
result, the weight of a vehicle can be reduced, and tightening 
can be performed with greater tightening force. 

1. (canceled) 
2. (canceled) 
3. (canceled) 
4. (canceled) 
5. A method of fastening at least one attachment memberto 

a cast member having low material strength with a self-form 
ing screw, which comprises: 

providing the cast member to which the attachment mem 
ber is to be fastened with the self-forming screw, the cast 
member having a prepared hole for receipt of the self 
forming screw and the prepared hole not being Subjected 
to prior screw formation; 

providing the self-forming screw, the self-forming screw 
including a shaft, ahead at one end of the shaft, a tapered 
self-forming thread portion at an opposite end of the 
shaft, and a parallel thread portion disposed on the shaft 
intermediate the nut member and the tapered self-form 
ing thread portion, wherein the self-forming screw is 
composed of Steel having a strength of 14T which is 
created by pre-heat treatment rolling, the self-forming 
thread portion having a 1 to 5 pitch range and a maxi 
mum outside diameter or a maximum hypothetical out 
side diameter of 1 to 10 percent greater than the outer 
diameter of parallel thread portion, and wherein both the 
self-forming thread portion and the parallel thread por 
tion are coated with a friction stabilizer; 

providing the attachment member to be fastened; 
threading the self-forming screw into the prepared hole of 

the cast member with the fastening member being posi 
tioned for fastening to the cast member, wherein a fitting 
length of the self-forming screw and the prepared hole is 
between d and 2.5 d where 'd' is the diameter of the 
self-forming screw; and 

tightening the self-forming screw into in the prepared hole 
to form an internal screw thread with a first engagement 
root portion whereby a percentage of engagement 
between the internal screw thread and the self-forming 
screw is between 75 and 90 percent, wherein clearance is 
not generated on a contact surface between the self 
forming screw and the internal screw thread during 
tightening thereby dispersing and reducing stress on the 
first engagement root portion of the internal screw 
thread. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the tightened self 
forming screw has a proof load of 1400 MPa. 

7. A method of fastening at least one attachment memberto 
a cast or forged steel member with a self-forming screw, 
which comprises: 

providing the cast or forged steel member to which the 
attachment member is to be fastened with the self-form 
ing screw, the cast or forged steel member having a 
prepared hole for receipt of the self-forming screw and 
the prepared hole not being Subjected to prior screw 
formation; 

providing the self-forming screw, the self-forming screw 
including a shaft, ahead at one end of the shaft, a tapered 
self-forming thread portion at an opposite end of the 
shaft, and a parallel thread portion disposed on the shaft 
intermediate the nut member and the tapered self-form 
ing thread portion, wherein the self-forming screw is 
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composed of Steel having a strength of 14T which is 
created by preheat treatment rolling, the self-forming 
thread portion having a 1 to 5 pitch range and a maxi 
mum outside diameter or a maximum hypothetical out 
side diameter of 1 to 10 percent greater than the outer 
diameter of parallel thread portion, and wherein both the 
self-forming thread portion and the parallel thread por 
tion are coated with a friction stabilizer; 

providing the attachment member to be fastened; 
threading the self-forming screw into the prepared hole of 

the cast or forged steel member with the fastening mem 
ber being positioned for fastening to the cast or forged 
steel member, wherein a fitting length of the self-form 
ing screw and the prepared hole is between d and 2.2d 
where'd' is the diameter of the self-forming screw; and 

tightening the self-forming screw into in the prepared hole 
to form an internal screw thread with a first engagement 
root portion whereby a percentage of engagement 
between the internal screw thread and the self-forming 
screw is between 75 and 90 percent, wherein clearance is 
not generated on a contact surface between the self 
forming screw and the internal screw thread during 
tightening thereby dispersing and reducing stress on the 
first engagement root portion of the internal Screw 
thread. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the tightened self 
forming screw has a proof load of 1400 MPa. 

9. A tightening structure comprising: 
a cast member having low material strength and a Surface to 

which at least one attachment member abuts and is fas 
tened thereto with a tightened self-forming screw, the 
cast member having a prepared hole for receipt of the 
self-forming screw and the prepared hole not being Sub 
jected to prior screw formation; 

wherein the self-forming screw includes a shaft, a head at 
one end of the shaft, a tapered self-forming thread por 
tion at an opposite end of the shaft, and a parallel thread 
portion disposed on the shaft intermediate the nut mem 
ber and the tapered self-forming thread portion, the self 
forming screw being composed of steel having a 
strength of 14T which is created by pre-heat treatment 
rolling, the self-forming thread portion having a 1 to 5 
pitch range and a maximum outside diameter or a maxi 
mum hypothetical outside diameter of 1 to 10 percent 
greater than the outer diameter of parallel thread portion, 
and wherein both the self-forming thread portion and the 
parallel thread portion are coated with a friction stabi 
lizer; 

wherein the tapered self-forming thread portion and the 
parallel thread portion of the self-forming screw are 
disposed in the prepared hole of the cast member with 
the fastening member being positioned intermediate the 
nut member and the self-forming screw, and wherein a 
fitting length of the self forming screw and the prepared 
hole is between dand 2.5 d where 'd' is the diameter of 
the self-forming screw; and 

wherein the prepared hole includes an internal screw thread 
with a first engagement root portion that are formed by 
and engaged to the self-forming screw whereby a per 
centage of engagement between the internal Screw 
thread and the self-forming screw is between 75 and 90 
percent, and wherein no clearance exists on a contact 
surface between the self-forming screw and the internal 
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Screw thread thereby dispersing and reducing stress on 
the first engagement root portion of the internal screw 
thread. 

10. The structure of claim 9, wherein the tightened self 
forming screw has a proof load of 1400 MPa. 

11. A tightening structure comprising: 
a cast or forged Steel member having a Surface to which at 

least one attachment member abuts and is fastened 
thereto with a tightened self-forming screw, the cast or 
forged steel member having a prepared hole for receipt 
of the self-forming screw and the prepared hole not 
being Subjected to prior screw formation; 

wherein the self-forming screw includes a shaft, ahead one 
end of the shaft, a tapered self-forming thread portion at 
an opposite end of the shaft, and a parallel thread portion 
disposed on the shaft intermediate the nut member and 
the tapered self-forming thread portion, the self-forming 
Screw being composed of steel having a strength of 14T 
which is created by pre-heat treatment rolling, the self 
forming thread portion having a 1 to 5 pitch range and a 
maximum outside diameter or a maximum hypothetical 
outside diameter of 1 to 10 percent greater than the outer 
diameter of parallel thread portion, and wherein both the 
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self-forming thread portion and the parallel thread por 
tion are coated with a friction stabilizer; 

wherein the tapered self-forming thread portion and the 
parallel thread portion of the self-forming screw are 
disposed in the prepared hole of the cast or forged steel 
member with the fastening member being positioned 
intermediate the nut member and the self-forming screw, 
and wherein a fitting length of the self-forming screw 
and the prepared hole is between d and 2.2d where “d' 
is the diameter of the self-forming screw; and 

wherein the prepared hole includes an internal screw thread 
with a first engagement root portion that are formed by 
and engaged to the self-forming screw whereby a per 
centage of engagement between the internal Screw 
thread and the self-forming screw is between 75 and 90 
percent, and wherein no clearance exists on a contact 
surface between the self-forming screw and the internal 
Screw thread thereby dispersing and reducing stress on 
the first engagement root portion of the internal Screw 
thread. 

12. The structure of claim 11, wherein the tightened self 
forming screw has a proof load of 1400 MPa. 
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