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(57) Abstract: An ink refill container 31, capable of refilling of ink into an ink tank communicated with an ink jet head,
has: an ink container body 37 capable of accommodating ink; a spout 38 that has an ink outlet 46 allowing the ink of the
ink container body 37 to flow out; a first lid member 39A mounted on the spout 38; and an ink absorbing part 58 that is
disposed in the first lid member 39A so as to absorb the ink present between the spout 38 and the first lid member 39A,
with the first lid member 39A being mounted on the spout 38.
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See extra sheet

L. I:' As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. & As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of

additional fees.

3. I:' As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:' No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:' The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

I:' The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:' No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (January 2015)



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/JP2018/025819

Continuation of Box No. III

(Invention 1) Claims 1-3

Document 1 discloses an ink supply container capable of supplying ink
to an ink tank that communicates with an ink spray head, the ink supply
container comprising: an ink container body capable of accommodating the ink;
a spout having an ink outlet that allows the ink to be discharged from the
ink container body; a cover member mounted to the spout; and an ink absorbent
disposed in the cover member so as to absorb the ink that is present between
the spout and the cover member in a state in which the cover member is
mounted to the spout. Accordingly, claims 1-2 lack novelty in 1light of
document 1, and thus do not have a special technical feature. However, claim
3 dependent on claim 1 has the special technical feature in which: in a state
in which the cover member is mounted to the spout, the contact part has an
annular protruding section that protrudes toward the spout; the protruding
section forms a recess, which is surrounded by the protruding section; and
the ink absorbent is disposed inside the recess. Therefore, claims 1-3 are
classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 4-5

The invention in claims 4-5 cannot be considered to have a special
technical feature identical or corresponding to that of the invention in
claim 3. Also, claims 6-10 are not substantially identical or equivalent to
any of the claims classified as invention 1 or invention 2. Therefore, claims
6-10 cannot be classified as either invention 1 or invention 2. Also, claims
4-5 have the special technical feature of an ink supply container capable of
supplying ink to an ink tank that communicates with an ink spray head, the
ink supply container comprising: an ink container body capable of
accommodating the ink; a spout having an ink outlet that allows the ink to be
discharged from the ink container body; and a cover member mounted to the
spout, wherein the cover member is provided with a fitted part that is fitted
into the ink outlet, and claims 4-5 are thus classified as invention 2.

(Invention 3) Claims 6-10

Claims 6-10 cannot be considered to have a special technical feature
identical or corresponding to that of invention 1 or invention 2. Also,
claims 6-10 are not substantially identical or equivalent to any of the
claims classified as invention 1 or invention 2. Therefore, c¢laims 6-10
cannot be classified as either invention 1 or invention 2. Also, claims 6-10
have the special technical feature of an ink supply container capable of
supplying ink to an ink tank that communicates with an ink spray head, the
ink supply container comprising: an ink container body capable of
accommodating the ink; a spout having an ink outlet that allows the ink to be
discharged from the ink container body; and a cover member mounted to the
spout, wherein the cover member covers the 1ink outlet and the spout 1is
provided with a sealing body that seals the ink outlet, and thus claims 6-10
are classified as invention 3.
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