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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, ALBERT MURDOCK, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Union
Grove, in the county of Racine and State of
Wisconsin, have invented a new and useful
Cattle-Stanchion, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
cattle-stanchions, and the object in view is
to provide improved means whereby either
stanchion may be released and opened or
closed independently of the others.

Further objects and advantages of this in-
vention will appear in the following descrip-
tion, and the novel features thereof will be
par tlculally pomted out in the appended
claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a series of cattle-stanchions con-
structed in accordance with my invention.
TFig. 2 is a front view of the same, partly in
section, the locking-links being elevated or
dlsengmed from the movable sides of the
stanchions.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in both the figures of the
drawings.

1 demonates a frame compusmfr twin pal-
allel sﬂls 4 and parallel top bars 5, connected
by fixed uprights 2, which alemterposed be-
tween the sills and top barsand are extended
above the latter, as shown at 9. The fixed
uprights form the stationary sides of a series
of stanchions with which codperate the mov-
able sides 3, the latter being pivoted at their
lower ends between the sills and swinging at
their upper ends between the top bars by
which they are guided. Contiguous to each
swinging or movable side isan Inelined stop-
bar 8, secured at its extremities between the
sills ‘and top bars. Stop-blocks 7 are also
employed to limit the inward swinging move-
ment of the movable sides 3 when the latter
reach their operative positions, said blocks
being arranged in the parallel-sided guides
6, which are formed by the spaces between
the top bars.

The beveled upper extremities 10 of the
sides 3 project above the plane of the upper
edges of the top bars 5 and are engaged by
1oek1nw links or loops 11, plvoted to sald top

~ bars, When the sides are in their operative

positions, and the means which are illus-
trated in the drawings for disengaging these
locking-loopsfrom the extremities of the mov-
able sides consists of the cable 12, secured at
one end, as at 17, to one of the terminal ex-
tensions 9, extended through a guide-eye 14
onthe otherterminal extension 9 and threaded
at intermediate points through the loops 11,
the points of intersection of the cable with
the extensions 9 being above the plane of the
top bars, whereby when the cable is strained
to elevate it to a horizontal position between
the points 14 and 17 the locking-loops are
elevated to the inclined position shown in
Fig. 2 to disengage the upper extremities of
the movable sides 8. Intermediate pointsof
the disengaged cable 12 passthrough vertical
parallel- SIded guides 13 on the mtermedlate
extensions 9.

The connection between the movable s1des
of the stanchions, to provide for closing them
simultaneously, includes a rod 22, threaded
through vertically -slotted brackets 24, se-
cured, respectively, to said movable sides,
the slots 23 in the brackets being of such a
length as to allow the movable side of one

‘stanchion to swing outwardly to its open po-

sition, while the corresponding sides of the
other stanchions are in their closed position,
whereby one of the stanchions may be opened
to release one animal without affecting the
others. Inordertocommunicate motion from
this rod 22 to the movable sides, respectively,
I employ adjustable collars 24*, secured to
the rod at the outer or rear sides of the slotted
brackets 24, and it is obvious that these col-
lars may be adjusted to occupy such relative
positions as to properlyclose all of the stan-
chions simultaneously when therod is moved
longitudinally to the proper position. TFur-
thermore, inasmuch as the collars 24* are se-
cured to the rod by means of set-screws 25,
any desired number or all of the movable
bars may be connected forsimultaneous oper-
ation without affecting the remaining stan-
chions. Inother words, if it is desired to con-
nect a series of the stanchions for simulta-
neous operation while others are left free for
independent adjustment, the desired number
of movable bars may be connected to the rod
22 by securing the collars contiguous to said
movable bars in proper positions to engage
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the same while the remaining collars are left
loose. The slotted brackets allow independ-
ence of movement without eramping. Inor-
der to move this rod 22 in a direction to.close
the stanchions, I employ an operating-cable
18, attached at one end to a lever 19, travers-
ing direction-pulleys 20 and 21, and attached
at the other end to an eye on the extremity
of the rod, and furthermore, I employ a ca-
ble 26, also attached to said eye of the rod and
extending through a staple or keeper at the
contiguous end of the frame. Thus the stan-
chions may be closed by a person standing at
either end of the frame.

In order to facilitate the release of the lock-
ing-loops 11 when the tension upon the cable
12 is diminished, I employ a weight 16, or its
equivalent, attached to said cable adjacent
to the point of attachment 17 of the cable to
the terminal upright.

From the above description it will be seen
that I have provided a simple construction
and arrangement of parts adapted for either
simultaneous or independent movement to
open-and close a series of stanchions, the ad-
justment necessary for connecting or discon-
nécting a stanchion fromthe operating means
consisting simply in operdting a set-screw by
which one of the connecting-collars is secured
to the rod 22,

The inclined stop-bars 8 not only limit the
outward movement of the movable sides of
thestanchions,but, by reason of theirinclined
position, effectually close the spaces between

said movable sides and the adjoining up-
rights, to prevent cattle from arranging their
heads upon the wrong side of the movable
members. Saidstop-bars also serve as braces
to strengthen the frame of the structure.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of this
invention.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is— )

. The combination with a frame having par-
allel sills and top bars connected by station-
ary uprights, and movable stanchion sides
pivoted at their lower ends to the sills and
operating at their upper ends between the
top bars, of locking devices for securing said
movable sides in their operative positions,
brackets secured respectively to said sides
and provided with alined vertical slots, an
operating-rod passed through said slots, col-
lars adjustably secured to the rod adjacent,
respectively, to the slotted brackets, and
means for communicating longitudinal move-
ment to the rod, substantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

ALBERT MURDOCK.
Witnesses:
HENRY MATHEWS,
D. N. COLLAR.
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