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This invention relates to structures, used for keeping or enclosing caskets hermetically 

sealed. 
One of the objects of this invention is to 

5 provide an enclosure so designed that the 
casket can be retained therein hermetically 
sealed against any influences from the in 
side as well as from the outside. 
Another object is to provide an enclosure 

10 by which any seepage from an enclosed cas 
ket will be prevented from coming into con 
tact with the sealing material, so that the 
sealing material can not be attacked by any 
seepage regardless of whether the Seepage 

15 would be of any consistency or nature that 
it might eventually attack this sealing ma 
terial. - . 

Another object is to provide an enclosure 
for a casket in sections so that the casket can 

20 be placed in a certain relation to-one section 
before the other secton is placed in closing 
and sealing position in relation to the first 
section. m 

Another object is to provide an enclosure 
25 so designed that a sealing material can be 

deposited in one section preparatory to plac 
ing the other section into closing and sealing 
position whereby the sealing material will 
be forced in a certain manner arcund the 

30 joining seam or edges of the two sections of 
- the enclosure. 

Another object is to provide a casketen 
closure or vault made in sections of glass 
or the like material designed so that it ma 

35 be hermetically sealed when a casket is de 
posited in this enclosure. 
Other objects will: appear from the fol. 

lowing description and appended claims as 
well as from the accompanying drawing, in 

49 which 
Fig. 1 is a perspective outline of a simple 

enclosure made in two sections with the join 
ing edges close to the top, and having a cas 
ket dimly outlined within the enclosure ac 

45 cording to this invention. 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary enlarged cross-sec 
tion through adjoining edges of a top and 
bottom section of an enclosure or vault with 
the adjoining edges so designed that it can 
hold a sealing material according to this 
invention. . P 

Fig. 3 is an end elevation of an enclosure 
or vault of a slightly modified form wherein 
the joining edges are close to the bottom of 
the enclosure. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary detail enlarged 
cross-section through adjoining edges of the 
type required in the enclosure of the slightly 
modified form illustrated in Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary cross-section in 
which the adjoining edges are shown in sepa 
rated position, illustrating how the sealing 
material of liquid or semi-liquid form can 
be contained in the lower edge before the 
upper edge is forced into sealing and closing 
position. 

Considering that sanitation and health re 
quirements of a city make it necessary that 
burial grounds are conditioned so that not 
only the air but also the Soil and ground is 
maintained as unaffected as possible by the 
presence of such burial grounds, it has be 
come animportantiquestion to providea vault 
or enclosure or some means by which desired 
results may be obtained. 
A plain wood casket, of course, will decay 

and plain concrete is unsatisfactorily porous. 
However, by adding an enclosure for the 

y casket of suitable material that prevents cor 
roding or shuts offair or the outside elements 
from the casket.a. desirable preservation can 
be obtained and maintained. 
This invention has for one of its principal 

objects to provide an enclosure orivault by 
which an individual casket can be hermeti 
cally sealed within the enclosure: 
The preferred construction of Such an en 

closure is of glass or the like material which 
will preventa seeping from the inside aswell 
as assure a keeping of air or dampness from 
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the outside from reaching the casketinside of 
the enclosure. * - 
Another important "feature of this inven 

tion is to provide astructure whereby a casket 
can be deposited in a desired certain relation 
to one section of the enclosure and whereby. 
another section can beplaced over the casket 
and so as to hermetically seal the casket 

... within the enclosure. 
Asillustrated, the enclosure is designed of 

certainsections in Fig. 1, of the comparative 
ly larger lower section 6 and the Somewhat 
smaller top section 7 with joining edges 8 
and 9 close to the top of the whole structure. 
In Fig. 3 a slightly modified enclosure is 

illustrated in which the lower section 62 is 
comparatively smaller than the top section 7a. 
However, either of the forms illustrated in 

Figs. 1 or 3 are provided with certain inter 
engaging edges, of which the lower edge is of 
a certain hollow or recessed form so that seal 
ing material can be deposited in this lower 
edge preparatory to a depositing of the upper 
edge in a sealing or closing relation to the 

25 

30 

lower edge. . K 
- As illustrated in Fig. 5 the lower edge is 
provided with a central recess 10 shouldered 
at 11 and continuing upwardly as indicated 
at 12 to form a wider recess above the central 
recess 10. 
The upper edge is provided with a central 

- bead 13 with an enlarged upper portion 14 
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below the main edge surface 15. The engag 
ing edges are designed so that when the en 
gaging surface 15 of the upper edge rests 
on the upper surface 16 of the lower edge, 
there remains a suitable Space below the cen 
tral bead 13 above and within the central re 

- cess 10, as indicated at 17, and there also 
remain certain spaces between the enlarged 
edge portion 14 and the wals 12 in the en 
larged recess of the lower edge, as indicated 
at 18. Furthermore, there is a slight space 
19 below the enlarged edgeportion 14 of the 
upper edge structure and above the shoulder 
11 of the lower edge structure, so that any 
sealing material deposited in the hollow of 
the lower edge structure will easily flow and 
pass around the several curvatures of the 
upper edge when deposited and forced into 
the hollow of the lower edge in the manner 
indicated at 20, 21 and 22 in Fig, 4. 
In Fig. 5 sealing material is indicatedat 

23 in a condition before the upper edge is 
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forced into the hollow of the lower edge: , 
For sealing the sections of the enclosure 

any suitable material may be used though I 
prefer a semi-liquid mixture of a zinc and 
silicate of soda formula, known under the 
name of “German Cement”, inasmuch as this 
material is of a suitable liquid form that it 
will be in this condition for a suitable length 
of time, so that the lower section with a 
casket can be placed properly in a grave ora 
desired place of resting before the top sec 
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tion is placed over the casket and over the 
lower section into closing and sealing posi 
tion. Thismaterialis also of a Suitable form 
in sofar that it will quickly settle and harden 
to a desirable great hardness after the top 

- Section has been lowered over the bottom sec 
tion of this vault structure over an enclosed 
casket. 
The contact surfaces of the interengaging 

edges are preferably roughened as by sand 

70 

75 
blasting in order to assure adhesion of the 
sealing material. 
When making the two sections according 

to the slightly modified form illustrated in 
Fig. 3, a beadornosing indicatedat 24 is pro 
vided on the lower section alongside of the 
recessed edge as illustrated in Fig. 4 so that 
any seepage from the casket, indicated by 
dotted lines at 25, is prevented from con 
tacting with the sealing material. 
Along the hollow or recessed edge of the 

lower section of the enclosure or vault there 
is then, always a bead or higher edge along 

, the inside of the enclosure, in the form of 
Figs, 1, 2 and 5 it being the inner edge 26 and 
in the modified form of Figs, 3 and 4it being 
the nosing or bead 24, So that any Seepage 
from the casket is retained in the bottom sec 
tion of any enclosure or vault. 
The sealing material is then preferably 

poured into the hollow or recessed channelor 
edge of the lower section of the enclosure 
with due care that the sealing material set 
tles or attains the same level all around or 
along the edge of the lower section before 
the top section is placed into sealing and 
closing position. 
The top section is then gently let or lower 

ed into place so that its weight compresses 
the sealing material between the central por 
tion of the lower section and the central 
recess in the edge of the lower section until 
the surplus is forced between the shoulder 
11 of the lower section and the enlarged por 
tion 14 of the upper section and until the 
sealing material rises into the Spaces 18 in 
themanner illustrated in Figs. 2 and4 where 
by the sealing materialismade toencircle the 
whole vault or enclosure along the inter 
engaging edges. In this manner there are 
three distinct seals, at least, that is if the 
shoulder 11 should be designed to support 
the enlarged portion 14 equally with the con 
tacting between the Surfaces 15 and 16. 
The three distinct seals are below the cen 

tral portion 13 of the upper edge and the 
central recessed portion 10 in the lower edge 
in the first place; and between the enlarged 
portion 14 of the upper edge and the outer 
upwardly projecting edge portion 27 in the 
lower edge as the second occurrence; and be 
tween the enlarged portion 14 of the upper 
edge and the inner edge portion 26 of the 
lower edge as the third occurrence. The first 
seal is practically a compression Seal in the 
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