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To all, whom it may concern: 
citizen of the United States, residing in Phila 
delphia, Pennsylvania, have invented certain 
Improvements in Easel Picture - Frames, of 
Which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates mainly to that class of 

easel picture-frames which have a supporting 
leg formed by cutting and bending the mate. 
rial of which the back of the frame is com 
posed, and a brace for said leg, also formed by 
cutting and bending the material of the back, 
the objects of my invention being to so con. 
Struct Such an easel-frame as to insure the 
rigid retention of the supporting-leg by the 
brace, to provide for the proper support of 
the frame, and to permit of the ready inser 
tion and removal of the card or picture for 
which the frame is intended. 

Certain features of the invention are also 
applicable to that class of cards in which the 
Supporting-leg and brace are secured to the 
back of the card, instead of being cut out of 
the Same. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a perspective view of an easel picture-frame 
embodying the features of my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical section of said frame. Fig. 
3 is a view of the card constituting the back 
of the frame, illustrating the method of cut 
ting the same in accordance with my inven 
tion; and Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a leg 
and brace adapted to be secured to the back 
of a card. M 
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The Ordinary easel picture-frame is com 
posed of a face - card, a filling- card, and a 
backing-card, the usual backing-card having 
formed in it four substantially-vertical incis 
ions, so as to form a pair of supporting-legs, 
extending outward from the top portion of 
the card, and a brace-finger, extending out 
ward from the bottom portion of the card, 
said finger being provided with notches to 
receive the inner edges of the legs. There are 
two principal objections to this form of card, 
the first being that the legs must be sprung 
out from the top of the card, so that the por 
tion constituting the hinge is constantly sub 
jected to strain and is therefore liable to be 
torn loose, the constant tension on the legs 
being necessary in order to hold the brace 
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finger in its proper vertical position, and even 
under these circumstances the finger is liable, 
if accidentally struck, to be moved upward, 
so as to fail to properly brace the legs. 
One feature of my invention, therefore, con 

sists in notching both the brace-finger and the 
legs, so that not only are said legs locked by 
the finger, but the latter is locked by the legs. 
Hence accidental displacement of either part 
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in respect to the other is prevented and the 
necessity of keeping the legs under constant 
tension is obviated. I also very considerably 
modify the cutting of the card constituting 
the back of the frame, in order to attain cer 
tain other advantageous features to which I 
have before alluded, Figs. 1 and 3, illustrat 
ing the modified plan of cutting which I prefer 
to adopt. In this case the incisions for form 
ing the supporting-leg a' are made in the up 
per half of the back-card A', while the in 
cisions for forming the brace - finger b' are 
made mainly in the lower half of the card, the 
supporting-leg being turned down on a line at 
or near the center of the card and the finger 
being bent outward from the lower portion of 
the card, so as to engage with the opposite 
edges of a recess g, formed in the supporting 
leg, said recessS having notches f, and the 
brace-fingerb' having notches d', so as to pro 
vide for the mutual locking of the support 
ing-leg and brace. 
By turning the supporting-finger down from 

the upper portion of the card and forming the 
hinge at the bottom of the incision, whereby 
said supporting-leg is produced, the strain 
due to the outward spring of the legs of the 
ordinary card is entirely overcome and the 
risk of tearing the card is thus avoided. I 
also prefer to make the top incision i in the 
back-card in the form of a segment and to 
likewise segmentally shape the top of the 
opening formed in the body-card B, so that 
the supporting-leg a? will have a rounded bot 
tom m, and there will be, at the top of the 
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95 card, a recess m, which permits ready access . 
to the upper edge of the card or picture in 
serted in the frame, so that the latter can be 
readily grasped when it is desired to remove 
the same. . 
The rounded bottom of the supporting-leg 

provides for the proper support of the frame, 
OO 
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even if the botton of the frame itself is not 
exactly true, whereas the usual legs provid 
ing a double and separated support for the 
card are frequently tilted by reason of the 
bottom of the frame being crooked, so as to 
elevate one of the legs and deprive it of its 
supporting function. I prefer to leave slot 
ted webs in in the upper corners of the back 
card beyond the opening formed by cutting 
out the leg a', these slotted webs being bent 
down into the opening in the body-card B of 
the frame, so as to provide a rest for the up 
per corners of the card or picture inserted in 
the frame, and thereby prevent the upper 
edge of said card or picture from being pushed 
so deeply into the frame as to prevent ready 
access thereto through the recess m'. 

In the construction shown in Fig. 4 the leg 
a” and brace-finger U' are adapted to be se 
cured to the back of a card instead of being 
cut out of the same, said leg and finger form 
ing part of a card A, which constitutes the 
equivalent of the lower part of the back 
card A. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent 

1. A picture or picture frame support con 
sisting of a card having its upper portion 
folded and bent backward and downward to 
form a Supporting leg, and a brace finger 
formed by cutting and bending outward a por 
tion of the card below said fold, substantially 
as specified. 

2. An easel picture frame consisting of a 
card having a supporting leg formed by cut 
ting the upper portion of the back of the card 
and bending down the cut portion so as to 
form the hinge at the bottom of the opening 
in said back card, and a brace finger formed 
by cutting and bending a portion of the card 
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below the opening from which the supporting 
leg is cut, substantially as specified. 

3. A picture or picture frame Support, con 
sisting of a card having its upper portion 
folded and bent downward so as to form a 
supporting leg and a brace finger formed by 
cutting and bending outward a portion of the 
card below said fold, said supporting leg hav 
ing a rounded bottom edge, substantially as 
specified. 

4. An easel picture frame consisting of a 
card having a back, a face, and an interposed 
body recessed for the reception of the picture, 
the back of the card being cut so as to form 
a supporting leg bent backward from an open 
ing formed in the upper part of the card, and 
a brace finger bent outward from a portion 
of the card below said opening, the top of the 
opening in the back and body of the card hav 
ing a curved portion forming a recess where 
by access may be had to the top edge of the 
picture inserted in the opening of the body 
card, substantially as specified. 

5. An easel picture frame consisting of a 
card comprising a face, a recessed body, and 
a back, said back being cut and bent so as to 
form a supporting leg projecting downwardly 
from the bottom of the opening whereby it is 
formed, a brace finger formed in that portion 
of the back which is below said opening, and 
slotted webs bent down into the upper corners 
of the opening in the body of the card, sub 
stantially as specified. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

MANUEL A. T. GILL BEE. 
Witnesses: 

FRANK E. BECHTOLD, 
JOSEPH II. ISLEIN. 
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