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This invention relates to towels for use in
servidors or public service cabinets and particular
to a towel pad especizlly designed for use in the
servidor shown in ‘my co-pending application

5. for patent, Serial No. 641,183, filed November 4,
1932, or that shown in my co-pending application,
Serlal No. 649,788, filed January 3, 1933.
At present the form of towels most generally
used in public service cabinets are the individual
10. paper towels or the continuous fabric towels of
the roller mounted type. 'The paper towels while
sanitary are disliked for various reasons and the
roller towels are not.deemed entirely satisfactory
to the public on account of the unsanitary manner
15" in which they must be handled to. expose a fresh
portion for use, and for other reasons. Admit-
tedly individual fabric towels arranged so that
each user will not have to handle or touch a towel
previously used are best. To date however, as far
20 as I am aware, attempts to use individual fabric

towels in a commercial cabinet have not been en- °

tirely successful on account of the expense inci-
dent to laundering the same, whi¢h is so high that
they cannct compete with either the paper or
25 roller towels.
. The principal obJect of my invention therefore

is to provide a 'pad of individual towels for use:
in a dispensing cabinet soarranged that launder-

ing expenses are cubt to the minimum, so that

80 they can successfully compete with paper towels
and with the laundering costs of the roller towel.
Other advantages of my 1mproved pad will be
seen later.

A further object of the invention is to pro-

35 duce a simple and inexpensive device and yet
one which will be excesdingly effective for the
purpose for which it is designed.

These objects I accomplish by means of such
structure and relative arrangement of parts as

40 will fully appear by a perusal of the followmg
specification and claims,

In the drawing similar characters of reference
indicate corresponding parts in the several views:

Pig. 1 is a perspective view of the towel pad

45 in its preferred form. :

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary transverse sectmn of a
dispensing cabinet or. servidor with the pad
mounted in position therein.

igs. 3 and 4 are fragmentary perspective views

5C . of a pad showing modified forms of rigid backs.

Referring now more particularly to the char-
acters of reference on the drawing, the pad com-~
prises a plurality of individual towels 1 of the
proper size to be used in the dispensing cabinet 2.

. 85 ' Along one edge and for about an inch in depth

(CL 15—208)

the -towels are tightly compressed and perma-
nently bound together by rivets 3 and rows of
stitching 4, so that an extremely rigid and firm
back for the ‘pad is formed. Intermediate the
sides of the pad the bound portion is provided
with holes 5 for engagement with the °upport1n°
hooks 6 of the cabinet.

“In the type shown in Fig. 8 the rigid back part
is formed by & rigid metal or similar strin 7 in-
serted im the middle of the ftowel pad 1g and
extending along the bound edge; said strip being
held in place by rows of stitching above and be-
low the same. In Fig. 4 the rigid back is formed
by an inverted metal or similar vanel 8 in which
the ends of the towels 1b are received in tightly
compressed relation. The different ways shown
here for forming the rigid back are illustrative of
this important feature of the invention and other
ways may also be used to attain the same result.

I say “important” feature advisedly, since it is
this rigid back counstruction which enables my
pad to be successfully and cheaply laundered.
To properly launder the pads it is only necessary
to place them in the ordinary laundry washing
machine, running them through the regular
washing and extracting processes, after which
the- pads are placed in g laundry ‘dryer. of the
ordinary tumbler type, which complntelj finishes
them ready for use.

The tightly bound edge of the pad holds each
and every towel pulled tightly across such bound
edge so that there is formed of the pad a . sub-
stantially straight edge at its upper part. This
prevents any crumpling of the loose portion of
any towel up through this tightly bound edge.
When the pad is thus constructed the tightly
bound edge constitutes a substantially rigid por-
tion of the pad by which it can be handled in
the laundering operations. During the washing
operation, in laundering, there can be no possi-
bility ‘of the-loose edges of the towels lodging
between the compressed edges so that when the

towels are laundered and then subjected to the-

usual drying operation the pad will be in such
shape that the tightly bound upper edge may,
after passing through the dryer, be grasned at
its ends by the operative and a simple. shaking
will straighten all of the towels in substantially
parallel relation ready for insertion in: the dis-
pensing apparatus. It is to be observed that this
tightly bound edge forms, under such conditions,
a lineal support for the bodies of the towsals and
lies, in its compressed condition, entirely within
the outer planes of the kody of the pad so that
the individual towels, when shaken out by the
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operative, hang straight and smooth in rectangu-
lar form below the compressed edge and no iron-
ing is required. It will also be observed that the
bodies of the individual towels are so free that,
in the washing machine, they may open one from
the other and permit free passage of the wash
water and detergent all through the body of the
pack thus insuring complete washing of the used
and soiled parts of the towels. Moreover, by
reason of the fact that the upper edges of the
towels forming the pad are tightly compressed
and of the fact that the towels depend therefrom,
they act to smooth out each other so that when

the pad is in its finally dried condition the towels

are free from wrinkles and are substantially in
the condition in which they would be if each
individual towel had been ironed.

Besides saving the expense of ironing (which
raises the laundering costs of the individual
towels to an excessive and unprofitable point)
the unironed towels have an advantage over
ironed ones in that their surface is more ab-
sorbent and soft and they are therefore better
in this condition for drying purposes. The above
advantages as of non-ironing and the consequent
saving in laundering costs cannot be obtained
without the rigid back on the pad as I have found
from exeprience. Without this feature the pads
do not “ride” properly in the tumbler and the
individual towels instead of assuming the desired
flat form will fold relative to each other and to
the bound edge one way or the other so that
subsequent ironing—+the very thing to be avoided
as above pointed out—is inevitakle.

In connection with the washing of the towel
pad, it will be seen that the towels are free of
each other over nearly the entire area so that
proper cleansing of the soiled portions is insured.

The towels are usually provided with hems
along their edges opposite the bound back. I

have found that if the hems all aline with each

other when the pad is placed in the cabinet,
the hem of a towel being pulled out and down
by the user tends to catch on the hem of the
towel behind and pull the same down also. To
avoid this the towels of the pad are made suc~
cessively shorter from the rear or innermost one
(relative to the cabinet) -as shown, so that the
hems will miss each other and there is no danger
of them catching.

From the foregoing description it will be read-
ily seen that I have produced such a device as
substantially fulfills the obiects of the invention as
set forth herein.

While this specification sets forth in detail the
present and preferred construction of the device,
still in practice such deviations from such detail
may be resorted to as do not form a departure
from the spirit of the invention, as defined by the
appended claims. ’

Having thus described my invention what I
claim as new and useful and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is:

1. A book form towel pad comprising & plural-
ity of individual towels each having a substan-

tially straight edge, the towels heing arranged in

superimposed face to face relation with said
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straight edges lying approximately in a common
plane, and rows of continuous stitching spaced a
substantial distance apart passing through all
the towels, one of said rows being adjacent such
edges and extending continuously from side edge
to side edge of the pad to compress such edge por-
tions tightly together over the stitched area.

2. A book form towel pad comprising a plural-
ity of individual towels each having a substan-

tially straight edge, the towels being arranged in

superimposed face to face relation with said
straight edges lying approximately in a common
plane, and rows of continuous stitching spaced a

_substantial distance apart passing through all

the towels, one of said rows being adjacent such
edges and extending continuously from side edge
to side edge of the pad to compress such edge
portions tightly together over the stitched area
and a rigid strip permanently embedded in the
pad along said edges and within the stitched
area,

3. A book form towel pad comprising a plu-
rality of individual towels each having a sub-
stantially straight edge, said towels being ar-
ranged in superimposed face to face relation with
said straight edges lying approximately in a com-
mon plane, and spaced rows of continuous stitch-
ing passing through said straight edges and com-
pressing the same into a substantially rigid por-
tion of the pad, said rows of stitching extending
along said edges from side edge to side edge of
the pad, the material within the stitched area
being compressed to cause the faces of the com-
pressed portion to lie in spaced relation and with-
in the planes of the outer surfaces of the body of
the pad.

4. A book form towel pad comprising a plu-
rality of towels of compressible textile fabric
each having a substantially straight edge, the
towels being laid in face to face relation with
the straight edges substantially in a common
plane, means extending through said towels for
compressing and fastening the fowels together
along said edges and for a certain distance in-
wardly from such edges to form of the towel
material and of the said means a relatively stiff
back for the pad adjacent said edges and extend-
ing from side edge to side edge of the pad, the
faces of such back lying in spaced relation in-
wardly of the respective planes of the outer sur-
faces of the body of the pad.

5. A book form towel pad comprising a plural-
ity of towels each having a Substantially straight
edge, the towels being laid in face to face rela-
tion with said straight edges approximately in a
common plane, such pad having the individual
towels thereof permanently compressed and fas-
tened together adjacent such straight edges by
permanent and irremovable fastening means ex-
tending through all said towels and from side to
side of the pad, said pad being compressed by
the fastening means adjacent such edges to form
a relatively stiff back for the pad extending from
side edge to side edge of the pad and located with
its longitudinal faces spaced inwardly cf the outer
surfaces of the body of the pad.
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