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When presenting visual material to an audience, par 
ticularly material in the form of charts, a speaker is at 
a disadvantage in that he must turn his back to the 
audience in order to refer to the charts. If the speaker 
does not wish to turn away from the audience, he must 
carry any notes needed on separate cards or papers and 
the manipulation of such cards is often inconvenient, 
noisy, distracting and time consuming, thus disturbing the 
continuous flow of the oral presentation. In many cases, 
oral presentations must be made in locations which are 
not regularly equipped for such use and a portable 
lectern is desirable. Also, when the charts for visual 
presentation must be transported, it is desirable to have 
the charts bound together. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
novel portable lectern which is collapsible and foldable 
into a compact unit. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
portable lectern having pages bound together in such a 
manner that said pages may be rotated about the means 
of binding of said lectern. 

It is a further object that a means be provided where 
by the speaker using said portable lectern will have notes 
concerning the audience, visual material being presented 
available to said speaker, which notes will not be visible to 
the audience. 
These and other objects will become apparent in the 

following description and claim. 
This present invention is best defined by reference 

to the accompanying drawings. FIGURE 1 shows the 
portable lectern having a series of pages in the assembled 
position as it is used. FIGURE 2 shows the unit in an 
unassembled position. In the figures, a is a series of 
pages bound together to c (the top portion of the lectern) 
and to d (the front section of the lectern) by binding 
means b which may take several forms such as plastic 
or metal rings and a plastic or a metal spiral helix or 
coil-type spring. Any means of attachment is suitable 
which allows the pages a and the top section of the 
lectern c to rotate about an axis parallel to and ap 
proximately coincident with the edge of the front sec 
tion of the lectern d to which they are attached. The 
side sections e and f of the lectern are attached at edges 
g by a cloth hinge or any other suitable means which 
allows them to be rotated from the position shown in 
FIGURE 1, through the position shown in FIGURE 2, 
to a position wherein they are folded over each other 
and the front section d on the top side of the unit as 
orientated in FIGURE 2, When the side sections e 
and f are folded over the front section d, the top sec 
tion c and pages a may be folded over the side sections 
forming a compact, rectangular unit covered, on the out 
side by side c and d, which is convenient for carrying. 
To assemble for use, the folded unit is first opened to 
the position shown in FIGURE 2. The sides e and f 
are then folded back to the approximate positions shown 
in FIGURE 1 and the top section c and pages a are 
folded back over the side sections and attached by slid 
ing tabs h into slots i. Many other means of fasten 
ing sides e and f to top c are possible than h and 
j and any suitable means can be used. Returning to 
the folded form involves reversing the steps of assem 
bly in the order heretofore described. 

In use, the speaker starts with all of the pages a in 
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position atop the top section c. As a page is presented, 
it is rotated about b until it hangs parallel to the front 
section d. On the back of each page except the first, 
at k, is a short résumé of, or notes concerning, the 
preceding page then being presented. The exact loca 
tion of k is unimportant and may be varied to suit the 
individual using the unit. Note that the notes at k are 
not visible to the audience, and may be prepared before 
hand when the charts are prepared, and require no ma 
nipulation on the part of the speaker. 
The absolute dimensions of the unit may be varied 

considerably to suit various purposes. The relative 
dimensions are, however, important. Thus, sides e and 
f can be no wider than the front d if the unit is to 
be foldable to the compact unit described. Although 
the top c may be somewhat larger than d, it is generally 
most convenient if c is about the same size as d. The 
pages a may vary considerably in size aithough, if the 
unit is to be used as shown in FIGURE 1, the pages 
a cannot be longer than the front d and, for purposes 
of folding into the compact carrying unit described, the 
pages a should also be no wider than the front d. It 
is also convenient if the pages a are narrower than the 
distance between the slots i. The slope at the top of 
sides e and f may be varied somewhat and thus the slope 
of the top c of the assembled unit. However, it is ob 
vious that if the unit is to be used as shown in FIGURE 
1, the outer edges of side e and f must be shorter than 
the edges attached to the front d. The unit as described 
has no back opposite to side d in FIG. 1. Such a piece 
could be included by attaching a piece of the proper 
size to the outer edge of either e or f but a back is 
neither necessary or desirable in the present unit. 
The specific representative example of the novel lec 

tern set forth in the drawing, FIGURES 1 and 2, is one 
wherein the top, front and side sheet sections are heavy 
cardboard with side cloth hinges and a plastic coil hinge 
at the top; the page units are of heavy white paper. 

All of the components of this invention, as shown in 
FIGS. 1 and 2 are necessary with the exception of the 
notes at k. While these notes are a convenience to most 
speakers, there are those whose capacity of memory 
would enable them to remember all the material on the 
pages without consulting notes. 

It is, of course, clearly understood that the novel port 
able lectern heretofore described and hereinafter claimed 
may be made of any type material which can be assem 
bled to function in the manner described and claimed. 
Representative materials include pressed composition 
board, tempered masonite, cardboard, metal sheets, plas 
tic sheets and reinforced sheets of more flexible materials 
such as leather, various plastics and fabrics. 
The hinging means which may be utilized in applicant's 

novel lectern encompasses a wide variety of materials 
such as flexible tapes, both plastic and fabric types (prop 
erly Secured), various types of metallic and plastic hinges, 
Such as continuous or intermittent spiral hinge units, and 
other types of hinging means which one skilled in the art 
will be readily cognizant of. In the specific embodi 
ment of the present invention as represented in the ac 
companying drawing, the front, top and side sheet sec 
tions were fabricated from heavy cardboard; cloth hinges 
at the side and a plastic coil spring at the top, the sheets 
of paper being heavy white paper. 
As many apparently widely different embodiments of 

this invention may be made without departing from the 
spirit and scope thereof, it is to be understood that this 
invention is not limited to the specific embodiments there 
of except as defined in the appended claim. 
The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu 

sive property or privilege is claimed are defined as fol 
lows: 
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A portable lectern foldable into a compact unit, said 
lectern comprising, in assembled form, a top sheet sec 
tion hinged to a front sheet section, the side edges of 
said front section having hinged thereto supporting side 
sheet sections of a width no wider than said front sec 
tion, the upper edge of said side sections slanting down 
wardly from the top of said front section to the rear of 
said side sections, the upper edge of said side sections 
having means for fastening to said top section, page units 
being superimposed on said top section and hinged where 
said top section is hinged to said front section, said pages 
being no wider and no longer than said front section. 
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