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This invention pertains, in general, to nail clippers; and, 

in particular, to an improved, new and useful device for 
clipping fingrnails, or toenails, wherein the severed, or 
clipped-off, portion of the nail is deposited in a receptacle 
which is integral with the nail shearing elements of the 
device. 

Presently known nail clippers useful for manicuring or 
pedicuring purposes employ a pair of resilient, flexible 
steel leaf members which are commonly Secured at one 
end by suitable means; the opposite ends of the leaf mem 
bers including blades, or shearing elements, which are 
situated in opposing spaced-apart relationship. The finger 
nail or toenail, being inserted between the blades, is 
severed as the blades are moved together into cutting rela 
tionship by forcing the leaf members toward each other. 
According to another commonly known nail clipper, there 
is provided a hairpin-like piece of resilient steel material 
wherein the free ends are normally disposed in opposing 
spaced-apart relationship. Integrally formed with the 
free ends thereof are blades or shearing elements. The 
fingernail or toenail, being inserted between the blades, 
is severed by pressing the legs of the hairpin together, 
thereby forcing the blades toward each other. 

Unfortunately, presently known nail clippers, like those 
hereinbefore described, allow the severed nail portions to 
fly about and drop to the floor. Often, after clipping the 
nails of the fingers and of the toes, there is left on the floor 
a scattered and rather messy accumulation of severed nail 
portions. Often, they require a good deal of time to 
gather and dispose of. Always, this is quite an annoying 
task. More importantly, the scattering of severed nail 
portions makes for a highly unsanitary condition. 

Accordingly, one object of the present invention is to 
prevent the flying about and consequent scattering, on the 
foor, of severed nail portions as they are clipped. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

relatively simple, convenient and economical means for 
preventing the flying about and consequent scattering of 
severed nail portions, as they are clipped. 

According to the invention there is provided nail clip 
ping means including opposing spaced-apart blades, or 
shearing members, adapted to receive a nail therebetween 
and be forced toward each other, thereby severing a por 
tion of the fingernail or toenail. Combined with the nail 
clipping means, there is provided a casing, or receptacle, 
for catching or receiving the severed nail portions, there 
by preventing them from flying about and dropping to the 
foor. The nail receiving receptacle, or casing, may be 
opened, thereby permitting the sanitary discharge of the 
accumulated nail clippings and the cleaning of the re 
ceptacle. 
The various features of novelty which characterize 

the invention are pointed out with particularity in the 
claims annexed to and forming a part of this specification. 
For a better understanding of the invention, its operating 
advantages and specific objects attained by its use, refer 
ence should be had to the accompanying drawings and 
descriptive matter in which there is illustrated and de 
scribed a preferred embodiment of the invention. 

in the drawings: 
F.G. 1 is a longitudinal section of a nail clipper shown 

in its operable attitude, constructed in accordance with 
the invention; 
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FIG. 2 is a longitudinal section of the nail clipper, the 

nail clipper being illustrated as being in its non-operable 
attitude; 

FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the nail clipper; 
FIG. 4 is a bottom plan view of the nail clipper; 
FIG. 5 is a front elevation of the nail clipper; 
FIG. 6 is a section taken along the lines 6-6 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 7 is a section taken along the section lines 7-7 

of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 8 is a partial top plan and partial sectional view 

of the nail clipping device, being illustrated as being sec 
tioned to show the internal mechanism thereof. 
The improved nail clipping device of the present inven 

tion is, principally, comprised of a nail cutting mecha 
nism and a receptacle, or casing, for receiving the clipped 
off, or severed, nail portions, coupled with the nail cutting 
mechanism. 

Referring to the drawings in particular, the invention 
embodied therein includes a nail cutting mechanism com 
prising two leaves 1 and a formed from resilient mate 
rial, such as spring steel, and secured together at their 
one ends as, for example, by spot welding at corresponding 
end portions of each leaf 1 and 1a. At the unsecured, or 
free, ends of each leaf and 1a which diverge outwardly, 
there are formed respective inturned cutting blades 2 and 
2a, respectively. As indicated in FIGS. 3 and 4, the cut 
ting blades 2 and 2a are curved in order to achieve a 
neatly curved cutting of the fingernail, or toenail, inserted 
between the blades 2 and 2a. 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a round post or pivot mem 
ber 4 is situated between the upper leaf 1 and the lower 
leaf ia adjacent the blades 2 and 2a. The upper leaf 
has an aperture therein near the cutting blade portion 2, 
So that the post 4 may freely pass through the aperture. 
The opposite end of the post 4 is journalled for rotational 
movement in the lower leaf a; i.e., near the cutting blade 
portion 2a. 
The clipper includes a leaf depressing lever 3 which, 

When in the attitude shown in FIG. 2, urges the ends of 
the leafs 1 and a with the blades 2 and 2a inwardly a 
slight amount into a non-operated status; i.e., with a small 
gap between the cutting edges of the blades 2 and 2a. 
When the lever 3 is rotated upwardly in the plane of the 
drawing figures and is also rotated along with the post 4 
around the axis of the post, it may be positioned as in 
dicated in FIG. 1 to allow the gap between the cutting 
blades 2 and 2a to become relatively large; i.e., large 
enough to allow a nail to be inserted therebetween. The 
nail is severed by moving the lever downwardly from the 
position indicated in FIG. 1 toward the leaf ... The elon 
gated lever 3 has formed near an end thereof a widened 
or fulcrum portion 3a. In accordance with the orienta 
tion shown in FIG. 2, the lever may be rotated upwardly 
(counterclockwise) about its pivoted connection with post 
4. In addition, the lever 3 may then be rotated clockwise, 
or counterclockwise, about the axis of the post 4, thereby 
enabling the lever 3 to assume the attitude illustrated at 
FIG. 1. At FIG. 1 the fulcrum portion 3a bears against 
the upper surface of the resilient steel leaf . The diver 
gence of the resilient steel leaves 1 and 1a is such that 
the cutting blades 2 and 2a, integrally formed in the re 
spective ends of the leaves, tend to separate (as illustrated 
at FIG. 1), thereby leaving a relatively large gap be 
tween the cutting blades. To assume the non-operational 
attitude shown at FIG. 2, the lever 3 includes means such 
as a curved projection i4 (FIG. 1) which depresses the 
leaf to force the cutting blades 2 and 2a toward each 
other slightly, thus leaving a relatively small gap there 
between. 

In accordance with the present invention, the nail cut 
ting mechanism just described is provided with a recep 
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tacle, or casing, which may, by the mechanism hereinafter 
described, be opened to allow sanitary discharge of the 
accumulated fingernail portions which have been clipped 
by the cutting mechanism. The receptacle forming the 
casing, integrally connected with the cutter mechanism, 
is defined by wall means comprised of the upper concave 
casing or cavity member 5, which is secured to the upper 
leaf 1 by, for example, the screw means 6, and the lower 
casing or cavity member 8, which bears against the lower 
leaf 1a. Each of the cavity members 5 and 8 is advan 
tageously formed with concavities or recesses arranged 
to define a closed receptacle therebetween or they include 
side and end wall portions which abut to form the closed 
receptacle. The upper casing member 5 and the lower 
casing member 8 are suitably hinged adjacent the con 
nected leaves 1 and a by the hinge means 7. 
From FIGS. 1, 2, 3 and 4, the generally rectangular 

shapes of the casing members, or wall members, 5 and 8 
may be appreciated. The casing portions, or wall mem 
bers, 5 and 8 enclose the nail cutting mechanism herein 
before described, and catch or receive the severed nail 
portions. 

While the casing member 5 or wall portion is fastened 
to the upper leaf 1, the casing member 8 or wall portion 
only bears against the lower leaf 1a. As is shown in 
FIGS. 2, 5, 6, 7 and 9, the bottom casing member 8 or 
wall portion has an inner liner 9 of a material such a 
metal, associated therewith. The metallic liner 9 is dis 
posed within the casing portion 8 as illustrated by the 
drawing figures hereinbefore indicated. 

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2, the lower casing por 
tion 8 or wall portion may be opened with respect to 
the upper wall portion 5 or upper casing portion by rota 
tion about the hinge 7 for the purpose of opening the cas 
ing in order to discharge the accumulated nail clippings. 
For this purpose, the casing 8 may be moved from the 
solid line position to the dotted line position as indicated 
in FIG. 2. As indicated in FIGS. 3 and 4, the upper cas 
ing member 5 and the lower casing member 8 are formed 
as interlocking cylindrical hinge elements or sleeves which 
are aligned to accommodate a steel pin member 10. (See 
FIG. 7). The ends of the pin 10 are bent in opposite 
directions and bear against respective casing members 5 
and 8, to form spring means urging them into a closed 
position (FIG. 7). 
The lower casing member 8 or wall portion may be 

pivoted about the hinge 7 against the holding force of the 
ends of pin 10 and thus the casing member 8 may be 
opened with reference to the casing member 5 for the 
purpose of discharging the accumulated nail clippings. 
(See FIG. 2). 
The lower casing or wall portion 8 is held adjacent the 

lower leaf 1a by means of a locking stud or latch mem 
ber 11. A spring means, such as a spring member 13 
is held at one end within the lower casing portion 8 by 
a bearing sleeve or support means 13a formed as an 
inward projection of the liner 9. The end of the spring 
member 13 bears against the latch member 11. (FIG. 6). 
The latch member 11 is a small stud carried by the casing 
8 and having a flared head portion 12 which engages 
around the leaf 1a. The head portion 12 may be moved 
laterally against the force of the spring 13 to slide the 
latch member 11 along a slot 12a defined in lower casing 
member 8. (FIGS. 4 and 6) to move the head portion 
12 out of engagement with the lower leaf 1a and release 
the casing member. As will be appreciated from FIG. 6, 
the head portion 12, being slidable with latch 11, may 
lock with the lower leaf 1a in position to keep the lower 
casing 8 closed with respect to the upper casing portion 
5. The spring 13 is oriented to urge the pivot member 11 
into a locked position to lock the lower leaf a into con 
nection with the lower casing portion 8. As may be 
appreciated from FIGS. 2 and 4, a lower head portion of 
the latch 11 extends outside casing 8 and may be moved 
laterally with the thumb, for example, to release the 
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4. 
lower casing portion 8 from the leaf a. When the casing 
8 is opened, it permits discharge of the accumulated nail 
severings. 

Instead of using the small stud having the head 12 
is an end thereof, a small permanent magnet (not shown) 
may be used for the purpose of keeping the metallic lower 
wall portion 8 and its lining 9 normally in contact with 
the upper casing portion 5. As may be appreciated by 
those skilled in the art, the permanent magnet will nor 
mally keep the lower wall portion 8 in contact with the 
upper wall portion 5. Ordinary manually applied force 
may overcome the force of the magnet-coupled wall por 
tions 5 and 8 to separate them. - 
While a specific embodiment of the invention has been 

shown and described in detail to illustrate the application 
of the inventive principles, it will be understood that the 
invention may be embodied otherwise without departing 
from such principles. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A nail clipper comprising: first and second resilient 

leaf members, each leaf member including one end and 
an opposing end, the leaf members being connected at 
their one ends and diverging outwardly defining a space 
between the leaf members, each leaf member including 
an offset blade portion adjacent its opposing end, the blade 
portions being in spaced-apart face-to-face relation and 
movable toward each other by forcing the diverging leaf 
members toward each other; first and second wall means 
in abutting relation defining a casing which encloses the 
space between the leaf members; means for securing one 
of said wall means to one of the leaf members; hinge 
means interconnecting said wall means for enabling one 
of said wall means to be moved out of abutting relation 
with the other of said wall means for access to the space 
between the leaf members; and means for holding said wall 
means in abutting relation. 

2. A nail clipper, as defined by claim 1, wherein said 
Second wall means includes a slot therethrough, and 
wherein said means for holding said wall means in abut 
ting relation comprises a stud having flanges at opposite 
ends thereof, said stud being slidable in said slot whereby 
one said flange is moved over the second leaf member 
and the other flange bears against said second wall means 
to maintain said abutting relation of said wall means. 

3. In combination with a nail clipper including a pair 
of interconnected leaf members including opposing blades 
adapted to clip nails situated therebetween by forcing the 
leaf members toward each other; fixed wall means and 
movable wall means both encompassing the leaf members 
and extending adjacent the blades to define a closed cas 
ing for receiving nail clippings; coupling means on said 
fixed Wall means coupling the fixed wall means with at 
least one of the leaf members; hinge means for enabling 
movement of said movable wall means away from said 
fixed wall means to open the defined casing and enable 
discharge of the nail clippings from said defined casing: 
and means for holding said movable wall means and said 
fixed wall means together to define the closed casing. 
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