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‘My invéntion relates to a tee for golf balls
and more particularly to a type of tee which
has a_body portion and a peg portion for
insertion into the greund to provide an

- 8 anchoring means for the tee.

An object of my invention is to provide a
golf tee in which the seat adapted to receive
the golf ball and to support the same in proper
driving position may move in the line of flight

10 of the ball, when the same is struck by the
club, and to provide means whereby the por-
tion of. the tee providing such seat may be
restored to its vertical position after having
been displaced therefrom by the driving club.

16 A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a golf tee which will remain anchored

in the ground even after being struck a glanc.

ing blow by the club propelling the golf ball

from its seat upon the tee. , ’

20 A still further object of the invention is to

- provide a golf tee which will not be broken
when its upper portion is struck by the golf
club and which will not be removed from its
position in the ground although struck by
the club. - ' -

A more particular object of my invention
is to provide a golf tee having a ground pene-
trating peg portion and an upper seat portion,
the latter being pivotally connected to such
peg portion, such pivotal connection being
provided with a spring member which is
adapted to return the seat portion of the tee
from the substantially horizontal position
into which it has been driven, when the golf
ball on the seat is struck by the club, into its
original vertical and proper driving position.

Further objects of the invention will appear
from the description hereinafter. .

Specific modifications of my invention are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings in
which: '
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- Fig, 1is an elevation of my improved golf-

tee, viewed by the golfer when the latter as-
sumes a driving position, the tee being shown
anchored in the ground and supporting a golf
ball on its seat in proper driving position.
Fig. 2 is an elevation, partly in section,
similar to Fig. 1, of my improved tee showing
in dotted lines the position of the upper or
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‘ployed to assist the golfer
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‘'seat portion immediately after the ball has
been driven from the seat., .
Fig. 3 is an elévation of my improved tee
showing one of the means which may be em--
in properly posi-
tioning the tee in the ground. :

Fig. 4 is a top view of the tee showing an-

other means of guiding the player in inserting
the tee into the groung in its proper position.
Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view of
the tee, similar to that of Fig. 1.
Fig. 6 shows a modified form of
tion.
Fig.7 shows a rear view
illustrated in Fig. 6.

my inven-

of the modification
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Fig. 8 is a section along line 8—8 of Fig. 6.

Fig. 9is a section through the pivotal point

along line 9—9 of Fig. 6, when the upper por-
tion of the tee is in

. 1ts proper vertical driv-
in%position. ; : '

eferring more particularly to the draw-
ings, in which similar reference characters
identify sitnilar parts in the several views,
my improved tee comprises a peg portion 10,
an upper portion 11, and a seat portion 12,
provided with a depression 13 to form a seat
for the ball 18’ indicated in outline in Fig. 1.
The peg portion 10 is tapered to facilitate
the insertion thereof into the ground. The

- entire tee, including sections 10 and 11 there-
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of, is narrower transversely in one direction |

than in the other, the proportions of the two

-widths being illustrated in Figs. 2 and 8.
pivoted on the peg por- .

The portion 11 is
tion 10 on pin 14 passing through the
forked end.15 of the peg portion and
through the tongue element 16 of the
portion 11. Surrounding the pin 14 is pro- -
vided a spiral spring 17 embedded in & cir-
cular recess provided therefor in the tongue
element 16. - The respective ends of the spring
member are anchored in apertures suitably
provided within the sections 10 and 11 as at
18'and 19. On the surface of the depression
13 forming the seat for the ball may be pro-

‘vided a marker, for instance, an arrow 20,

indicating the direction in which the top por-
tion 11 and seat 12 of the tee is deflected when

the ball has been struck by the club. The

‘purpose of providing the arrow 20 upon the
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{from the ground
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seat will be more fully described hereinafter.

As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the peg portion
10 of my improved tee is provide with an
angular flange 21 at the point of its meeting
with the upper portion 11, when the tee is in
vertical position ready to receive the golf
ball. On the opposite side of the pe% por-
tion 10 a bevel face 22 is provided. 'The up-
per portion 11 of the tee is similarly provided
with an angular flange as at 21 and bevel face
23, the latter being of an inclination substan-

tially similar to that of the face 22 on the

peg portion. These bevel faces define cut
away portions of the tee which permit the
11 to be deflected in the direction
of the drive, :

In Fig. 3 I have shown an eye 24 provided
on the pe%l portion 10 to which may be at-
tached a chain 25 having at its end 2 disc 26
which mey serve the purpose of identifying
locating the
tee, should the latter by any chance be pulled
when struck by the club.
Tt is to be noted that because of the construc-
tion of my improved tee, it would require a
very poorly executed stroke to strike the tee
with such force and at so low a point of its
vertical length that it will be pulled from
the ground. wr e

In Figs. 6 to 9, a still further modified form
of my invention is illustrated. Instead of
employing a spiral spring to return the up-
per portions 11 and 12 into their proper ver-
tical position after driving, the body portion
11 may be pivoted on pin 14 upon the peg

ortion of the tee by means of a swivel-type

‘joint in which the forked element of the peg

portion comprises two resilient (jiaw members
30, 31, coricaved_inwardly, an the tongue

element 32 straddled by said jaw members is’
" convex on

both sides to correspond with the
concavity of the jaw members 30, 31, Thus,
it will be seen that when the upper portion 11

of the tee has been deflected from jts vertical .

M

position, the tongue and jaw members will
assume the position shown in Fig. 8, requiring
only a slight effort or pressure which may be

. gxerted by one finger, to return the upper por-

60

g8

" when

80

%

tion of the tee into its proper vertical position
in perfect alignment with the peg portion 10,
when the tongue and jaw members will snap
into the position illustrated in Fig. 9. This
latter construction employs & spring-like
joint, the resilient characteristic of-the first
described modification being ’suﬁglied by the
yieldinﬁ jaw members. It will noted that

the upper portion 11 is deflected only

5 small amount, 1. e., within a certain angie
(less than 45° from the vertical), the tongue

o

member 32 will automatically s %back into.
81,

lace within jaw members 30, us return-

ing the upper portion of the tee to its original

absolute vertical and proper driving position.
_ In the use of golf tees now to be ound on
the market, the game ‘suffers a considerable

“when placing t
‘unconsciously throw the dise and connecting
‘chain away from rather than toward him-
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slowing up due to the fact that each time a
drive is made from a tee, the player will
take a brief period of time to retrieve the
tee which he has knocked from the ground
when driving. It is to be noted that only
the most expert of players succeeds in driv-
ing a ball from a tee without having his
club come in contact with the tee. As the
force of the drive is usually sufficient to
displace the tee from the ground and to
drive it a small distance from the point at
which it was placed in the ground, an 2p-
preciable period of time is taken by each
player in looking for the tee. As with each
round of 18 holes of golf at least 18 drives
are made necessitating the use of 18 tees, the
average golf player will take the few sec-
onds necessary after each drive to retrieve
the tee which he has knocked from the

ground. Furthermore, when the golf club.

comes in violent contact with the tee in the
ground it will usually break the same. The
novel tee of my invention will eliminate
both the waste of time required for looking
for the displaced tee at each hole and the
monetary loss incident to thé breaking of &
tee at each drive. It is to be noted that my
novel tee is so constructed that when the
golf club strikes the tee’the upper portion
thereof will yield and become displaced
from its original vertical driving position
but will, due to the action of the spring,
return immediately to such vertical position

-upon the passing of the club in the course of

the following through of the drive.

Since it is important that the tee be placed
into the ground in a position in which the
upper portion thereof will be flexed forward
following the drive, I have provided two in-
dependent means of assisting the player in
placing the tee into the ground in the proper
position.. These means_comprise (1) the

rovision of an arrow (Fig. 3) on the sur-

ace of the depression 13; and (2) the pro-
vision of an identifying disc 26, and its at-
tachment by means of a chain to that side
of the peg portion 10 which is to be turned
away from the player, as the average player,
e tee into the ground, will

self. .

In connection with the advantages of us-
ing my tee rather than those which are not
provided
interesting to note that the game of the &v-
erage gol% player will be improved to an
extent depending upon his own will power
to keep hiz mind on the one task of obtaining
g perfect drive. It is a psychological fact
that anything which tends to make the play-
er making the drive think of anything but
the task at hand will detrimentally affect the
execution of the stroke. When, therefore,

the player, when taking hie stance for the
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drive, subconsciously thinks of watching
where his tee goes when it is displaced from
the ground, the proper execution of the
stroke and therefore the nature of the result
g obtained will be detrimentally affected.
When using my tygg of tee the player need
have no concern about either breaking the
tee or losing the same and will therefore be
able to concentrate wholly upon the drive.
As, when inserting a tee into the ground,
it is usually placed between two fingers of
the hand which fingers straddle the body
portion of the tee, the ball being held in the
- palm of the hand in contact with the de-
15 pression 13, I prefer, as already pointed out.
fo make the width of the body portion of
the tee in the direction facing the player
smaller than that in the direction of the
drive. This configuration of the tee body

10

the ground.

While the modification of the invention
illustrated in Figs. 1 to 6 is obviously the
preferred one, certain of the advantages of
the invention are present in the modification
illustrated in Figs. 6 to 9. In such latter
modification a perfect driving position “of
the tee is obtained by bringing the upper
hinged portion of the tee into any position
substantially that of its proper vertical po-
sition ‘with respect to the peg portion 10.

will facilitate the insertion of the tee into-
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ber inserted between the elements of the fork
member of said peg portion, a pivot element
passing through said fork member and
tongue, and a spring member, anchored at
one end in the body portion and at the other-
end in the peg portion, adapted to return the
body portion to its original vertical driving
posttion after being displaced therefrom.

4, A tee comprising a ground penetrating
peg portion, and a separate body portion hav-
ing a tee seat, a pivot element connecting the
peg portion to the body portion, and resilient
means associated with said pivot connection
adapted to return the body portion to its orig-
inal vertical driving position after being dis-
placed therefrom when the ball is struck from
the tee. - :

5. A tee comprising a ground penetrating
peg portion and a body portion having a tee
seat, said body portion geing pivotally con-
nected to said peg portion by means of resil-
ient means comprising jaw members concaved
inwardly and a convex tongue member where-
by the body portion will be automatically
returned to its original absolutely vertical
driving position when said body portion is

%
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‘deflected from such original vertical position

an amount less than 45 degrees from the ver-

tical. .
; DE WITT P. BROKAW.

When the upper hinged portion has been . '

‘brought inte such substantially vertical po-
sition, it will automatically, due to the swiv-
¢l joint type of hinge illustrated, assume
an absolutely vertical, and therefore proper
driving position. _
‘While I contemplate making my novel tee
out of metal, it is obvious that any other
snitable material may be used in its con-
struction. Also, while T have described spe-
- cific modifications of the invention, it is ob-
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vious that various changes may be made in.

the construction of my tee without depart-

45 ing from the spirit of my invention.
. Iclaim: _

1. A tee comprising a ground penetrating

- peg portion, and a separate body portion hav-

1ng 8 tee seat, a pivot element connecting the

50 peg portion to the body portion, and a spring

element at the pivot connection adapted to re-

turn the body portion to its original vertical

driving position after being displaced there-
- from when the ball is struck from the tee.

66 - 2. A tee comprising a ground penetrating -

peg portion, & body portion having a tee seat,

a pivot element connecting the peg portion

to the body portion and a spring surrounding

said pivot element and anchored in said body

60 and peg portion to return the body portion

to its original vertical driving position when
the same has been displaced tﬁerefrom. -

"3. A tee comprising a ground penetrating

peg portion having a forked member, a body

65 portion having a tee seat and a tongue mem-
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