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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, RoBERT WEAKLY 

BLANToN, a citizen of the United States, and 
a resident of Ironton in the county of Law 
rence and State of Ohio, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Me 
tallic Kegs, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to kegs, barrels and 

similar receptacles for the transportation 
of solids such as nails, bolts and similar 
heavy articles, and the purpose of my inven 
tion is the provision of a keg constructed 
wholly of sheet metal and in such an ex 
tremely simple manner as to successfully 
compete with kegs constructed of wood. 

It is also a purpose of my invention to 
provide a metallic keg in which the body is 
comprised of sections so interlocked as to 
prevent relative movement of one section 
with respect to the other and to permit of 
the interchanging of the sections for the 
purpose of substituting a new section for a 
damaged one. Furthermore, my invention 
provides a keg. in which the head sections 
cooperate with the interlocking means for 
the body sections in reinforcing the body 
against collapsing, the interlocking means 
also serving to retain the head sections in 
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reinforcing relation with respect to body sec 
tions, and at the same time permitting of the 
removal of the head sections to gain ac 
cess to the interior of the keg. 

. I will describe one form of keg embodying 
my invention and will then point out the 
novel features thereof in claims. 
In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a view showing in perspec 

tive with portions thereof broken away, one 
form of keg embodying my invention. 

Figure 2 is a transverse sectional view 
taken on the line 2-2 of Figure 1 and look 
ing in the direction of the arrows. . 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary detail perspec 

tive view showing the inner side of any 
two adjacent body sections with such sec 
tions disengaged from each other and with 
one of the locking keys in position with 
respect to one of the sections and in disen 
gaged position with respect to the bottom 
head section. 

Figure 4 is a transverse sectional view ta. 
ken on the line 4-4 of Figure 1. 
Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary sec 

tional view of one of the joints between any 
two of the body sections. 

Serial No. 461,177. 

Similar reference characters refer to simi 
lar parts in each of the several views. Referring specifically to the drawings and 
particularly to, Figure 1, my invention in 
its present embodiment comprises a body 
formed of a plurality of sections S of iden. 
tical construction, with each section formed 
of a rectangular sheet of metal curved trans 
versely in the form of an arc and also longi 
tudinally if it is desired that the body of 
the kg be formed with a bilge. Each sec 
tion S is preferably, although not neces 
sarily, bent inwardly to provide reinforcing 
ribs 15 and portions thereof along the verti 
cal edges as indicated at 16. As shown in 
Figure 3, each section is formed adjacent 
one vertical edge with rectangular openings 
or sockets 17 which extend longitudinally of 
the sections and disposed at regular spaced 
intervals throughout its length. Adjacent 
the other vertical edge of each section V 
shaped heads 18 are formed at intervals 
throughout the length of the sections which 
correspond to the sockets 17, and between 
these heads slots 19 are provided for the 
purpose of receiving a locking key R. As 
shown in Figures 3 and 4, each locking key 
is formed from a single length of sheet 
metal bent in the form of a triangular with 
the ends thereof cut to provide shoulders 20 
and locking tongues 21. 
The keg also includes an upper head sec 

tion H and a lower head section H', each of 
which is constructed in the same manner and 
of sheet metal to provide a disc portion 22 
and an annular U-shaped flange 23 on the 
periphery of the disc 22. The flange 23 of 
the upper head section H is arranged in re 
verse relation with respect to the flange 23 
of the lower head section H, it being ob 
vious that these flanges are so arranged so 
as to accommodate the end edges of the keg 
body. Adjacent the flange 23 of each head 
H or H', slots 24 are formed at regular in 
tervals which correspond to the locking keys 
R provided in the body, these slots being de 
signed for the purpose of receiving locking 
tongues 21. 
In the assembling of the several sections 

S to form the body of the keg, any two ad 
jacent sections are arranged in the manner 
shown in Figure 3, with the sockets 17 re 
ceiving the heads 18 as indicated by the ar 
rows, so that the heads extend inwardly of 
the body in the manner shown in Fig. 
ure 2 and between the confronting ends of 
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the reinforcing ribs 15 so that the latter 
serve to protect the heads against accidental 
bending by the movement of the material in 
the keg. The two sections having been as 
sembled as just described, the locking key 
R is now extended longitudinally through 
the several heads 18 and in such manner that 
the heads are securely locked against dis 
placement from the sockets. The other sec 
tions comprised in the body are locked in 
a similar manner, and it is to be particularly 
noted that because of the triangular contour 
of the heads 18 and the locking keys R that 
any two adjacent sections are securely locked 
against relative lateral movement as well 
as longitudinal movement. Thus when the 
several sections are secured in body forma 
tion, an integral keg body is produced. 
In the application of the bottom and top 

head sections H and H', the discs 22 are dis 
posed wholly within the keg body, with the 
flanges 23 receiving the edges of the body 
sections, and the two thus strongly reinforc 
ing the body against collapsing and main 
taining the several sections in extended po 
sition. The head sections are so adjusted 
upon the body that the slots 24 will receive 
the locking tongues 21 whereupon the latter 
are bent inwardly in the manner shown in 
Figure 1 thus securely locking the head sec 
tions within the body. In this position of 
the head sections it is to be particularly 
noted that the discs 22 engage the shoulders 
20 of the locking keys, and when the lock 
ing tongues are bent to engage the discs, it 
will be clear that the inward collapsing of 
the head sections is positively prevented. 
This latter feature is important in the use 
of kegs of this character where the kegs are 
adapted to be placed one upon the other 
during shipment or storage and it is neces 
sary that the head sections be securely re 
tained against inward or outward bending. 

In the event of one of the body sections 
becoming unduly distorted as a result of 
rough usage, it will be manifest that the keg 
does not have to be discarded but that the 
damaged section or sections can be readily 
removed and new ones substituted. This is 
accomplished by straightening the locking 
tongues so as to permit of the removal of 
the head sections, and when the latter have 
been removed the locking keys can be with 
drawn from the heads 18 so as to permit de 
taching of the body sections. 
Although I have herein shown and de 

scribed only one form of keg embodying my 
invention, it is to be understood that various 
changes and modifications may be made 
herein without departing from the spirit of 
the invention or the spirit and scope of the 
appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a metal barrel, a side section having formed adjacent each longitudinal edge a 
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plurality of spaced recesses, said recesses ex 
tending the entire length of the section and 
a portion existing between the recesses ar. 
ranged along one edge being bent upon itself 
for the purpose described. 

2. A metallic keg comprising a body 
formed of a plurality of sections, V-shaped 
heads formed on the sections, sockets formed 
in the sections for receiving said heads, lock 
ing keys of triangular cross section and hol 
low slidably fitted in said heads. 

3. A metallic keg comprising a body 
formed of a plurality of overlapping sec 
tions, head and socket connections between 
the sections, locking keys engaging the heads 
for locking the latter within the sockets, 
shoulders and locking fongues on the oppo 
site ends of the locking keys, and head sec 
tions fitted within the body and engaging 
said shoulders, said locking tongues extend 
ing through the head sections and adapted 
to engage and lock the latter in contact with 
said shoulders. 

4. A metallic keg comprising a body 
formed of a plurality of sections, W-shaped 
heads formed on the sections, sockets formed 
in the sections and receiving said heads, 
locking keys of triangular cross section slid 
ably fitted in said heads, shoulders and lock 
ing tongues formed on the opposite ends of 
the locking keys, and heads sections fitted 
within the body and engaging said shoul 
ders, said head sections being formed with 
slots to receive said locking tongues for 
locking the same in engagement with said 
shoulders. 

5. A metallic keg comprising a body 
formed of a plurality of overlapping sec 
tions, head and socket connections between 
the sections, locking keys slidably engaging 
the heads of said connections, shoulders and 
bendable locking tongues formed on the op 
posite ends of the keys, head sections each 
comprising a disc reposing on said shoulders 
and formed with slots to receive said tongues, 
and an annular flange formed on the periph 
ery of the disc and of U-shaped cross section 
to receive the ends of said body section. 

6. A metallic keg comprising a body 
formed of a plurality of sections having 
bent portions to provide reinforcing ribs, 
W-shaped heads formed at intervals in each 
of the sections, sockets formed at corre 
sponding intervals and adapted to receive 
said heads, locking keys of triangular cross 
section extended through said heads for 
locking the latter within said sockets, the 
arrangement of said heads with respect to 
said ribs being such that the latter serve to 
protect the heads against distortion by the 
material adapted to be contained in the keg, 
shoulders and locking tongues formed on the 
opposite ends of the locking keys, head sec 
tions comprising discs engageable with said 
shoulders formed with slots to receive said 
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iccking tongues, and annular fanges iorained 
on the peripheries of said disc and arra.Jaged 
in reverse reiation to provide grooves for 
receiving the opposite ends of the body. 

7. In a metal barrel, a side section arcuate 
is cross section and having formed adjacent 
each longitudinai edge thereof a plurality 
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of spaced rectangular shaped recesses, said 
recesses being arranged the entire length of 
the section in each instance and the portions 
existing between the recesses adjacent one) 
edge being bent to form W-shaped protru 
sions upon the inner side of said section. 

ROBERT W. BLANTON. 


