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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES WAYTE, a
subject of the Queen of Great Britain, resid-
ing at Epsom, in the county of Surrey, Eng-
land, have invented a new and useful Im-
proved Automatic Vent-Peg, (for which I
have obtained a patent in Great Britain, No.
12,068, dated September 6, 1887,) of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to an inexpensive
a-ult@matie vent-peg for casks and other ves-
sels.

In carrying out my invention I make use of
an india-rubber or other elastic tube having
one or more slits formed therein and contain-
ing a core secured to the lower end of such
tube and extending above said slits, so'that
air can pass from the exterior of the cask be-
tween the core and the tube through the slits,
but that the pressure within the cask or other
vessel will press the said tube into close con-
tact with the core and prevent the egress of
gas.

In order to enable my invention to be fully

understood, I will describe how it can be car-
ried into practice, by reference to the accom-
panying drawings, in which—
_ Figures 1 and 2 are elevations, and Fig. 3
is a section, of an automatic vent-peg con-
structed according tomyinvention andshown
inserted in the usual spile-hole of a cask, a
portion of one of the staves of which is rep-
resented in section. Figs. 1 and 3 represent
the valve of the vent-peg in its normal or
closed position, and Tig. 2 shows the valve
open. Fig. 4 is a similar view to Fig. 3, but
showing a modified arrangement of my im-
proved vent-peg.

Similar letters in all the figures indicate
similar parts.

« is a hollow metal cone provided with
wings b b, whereby it can be forced into and
removed from the vent-hole of the cask C.

¢ is the piece of elastic tube which I fit over.

the smaller end of the cone.

‘d d are the slits or incisions in the tube ¢,
which is closed up air-tight at its lower end
by being bound to a piece of india-rubber,
wire, or an equivalent core e introduced into
the elastic tube, which thus forms a kind of
valve.

From the foregoing description it will be
easily understood that the valve will prevent
the gas from escaping through the vent-peg,

but when the liquid is withdrawn from the
cask the air will enter through theslits orin-
cisions d d in the elastic tube ¢, which, under
the pressure of the said air, will open some-
what in the manner shown in Fig. 2.

In the modified arrangement shown in Fig.
4 Islit the hollow metal cone ¢ downward from
the top in three or four places,so that the up-
per part of the cone, which projects beyond
the cask after the cone has been driven in,
can be laid over upon the cask. The portions
o o of the cone formed by slitting the same
can be used to extract the peg by means of
a pair of pliers or the like, when required to
be replaced by a new one. The piece of
elastic tube ¢ is placed over the smaller end
of the cone and made air-tight at its end, as
hereinbefore deseribed.

This peg will not offer any obstacle to the
cask being rolled about, and the valve will
prevent the liquid from escaping. The peg
having been onceinserted willlast for months,
as the cask can be washed out without risk
of injury to the peg. It will be obvious that
a similar result can be attained by inserting
in the cone a valve which is brought to its
seat by means of an elastic substance, such as’
india~rubber fiber or thread.

Having now particularly described and as-
certained the nature of my said invention
and in what manner the same is to be per-
formed, I declare that what I elaim is—

1. A vent-peg adapted for a seat in a cask,
and having an elastic tube projecting from
its inner end and made with slits therein,and
also having a core-piece secured to the ex-
tremity of such tube and extending back be-
yond such slitted portion, as shown and de-
seribed.

2. A vent-peg for casks, having a tube held
by its own elasticity upon and projecting

from its inner end and having slits or inecis-

ions therein, and having a core-piece secured
to the other end of such tube and extending
back beyond such slitted portion, the peg
being also provided with wings b, all as and
for the purposes set forth.

CHARLES WAYTE.
‘Witnesses:
© JoHN E. BOUSFIELD,
Of the firm of S. F. Redfern & Co., &4 South
Street, Finsbury, London, Patent Agents.
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