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UNITED STATES 

CHAUNCEY S. HOMER, 

PATENT OFFICE. 
OF WARREN, PENNSYLVANIA, ASSIGNOR TO. MARY 
T. HOMER, OF SAME PLACE. 

FLEXIBLE COVER FOR TABLES, BLINDs, DESKs, &c. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 520,526, dated May 29, 1894. 
-- Application filed January 31, 1898, Serial No. 460,314 (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHAUNCEY S. HoMER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at War 
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ren, in the county of Warren and State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use 
ful Flexible Cover for Tables, Desks, Blinds, 
&c. of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

flexible covers for use in extension tables, in 
side blinds, roll-top desks, and other articles. 
The objects of my invention are to cheapen 

and simplify the construction of these covers; 
to render them flexible and adapted to readily 
glide over the ways in which they are mount 
ed and to follow their disposition; to reduce 
the frictional wear of the same and hence in 
crease their flexibility and durability, and to 
So construct them as when drawn up or opened 
the said cover willform a practically continu 
Ous unbroken smooth surface, the interstices 
between the sections or strips being practi 
cally closed to prevent the entrance of dust, 
dirt, &c., and to be practically unobservable; 
and finally to provide a convenient means for 
stringing the sections composing the flexible 
cover whereby they may expand and shrink 
and yet remain sufficiently tight and under 
proper tension. 
With these various objects in view the in 

vention consists in certain features of con 
struction hereinafter specified and particu 
larly pointed out in the claims. 

Referring to the drawings:-Figure 1 is a 
perspective view of an extension table of that 
class employing a central stationary section 
and opposite movable ends, the same being 
connected by intermediate flexible covers, the 
covers in the present instance being con 
structed in accordance with my invention and 
being employed in a table of this class merely 
for the purpose of illustration. Fig. 2 is a 
vertical longitudinal sectional view of the 
table, the flexible cover being thereon. Fig. 
3 is an elevation of a portion of the flexible 
cover, the same being adapted for use in a 
table, inside blind, desk, &c. Fig. 4 is a lon 
gitudinal central section of the table. Fig. 
5 is a transverse section of the construction 
in Fig. 3. 

Like numerals of reference indicate like 5o 
parts in all the figures of the drawings. 
In constructing the flexible cover I employ 

a series of alternating strips and rods, the 
strips being designated as 1 and the rods as 
2. The strips have their lower corners pro 
vided with curved longitudinally - disposed 
grooves 3, which are very slightly greater 
than the quadrant of a circle, and their up 
per corners are very slightly rounded as in 
dicated at 4. Between these strips or alter 
nating with the same, the rods 2 are, as be 
fore stated, located, the said rods being adapt 
ed to fit nicely within the grooves 3, and in 
length are slightly greater than that of the 
strips so that the ends of the rods extend be 
yond the ends of the strips and form bearings 
or journals 5, which are designed to take into 
the grooves in the sides of a desk, or in the 
sides of a window-frame when used as an in 
side-blind, or in the oppositesides of the end 
sections of a table when used in an extension 
table. 

For the purpose of illustrating the manner 
of operating the cover I have, as before stated, 
illustrated the same in connection with an 
extension-table, but such application I would 
have it understood is merely for the purpose 
of illustration, as the cover is as well adapted 
to the various other purposes, some of which 
I have herein mentioned, as to tables, though 
it is principally intended for the latter. 
7 designates the opposite end-sections or 

boxes of a table which, in the present in 
stance, consists of the opposite sides 8, the 
end-pieces 9 connecting the same, the sta 
tionary top-piece 10, whose inner lower cor 
ner is cut away as shown, and the bottom 
piece 11, the latter being provided with the 
supporting-legs 12. If desired a cross-piece 
13 may be interposed between the opposite 
side pieces for the purpose of strengthening 
them and preventing them from spreading 
or contracting. The inner surfaces of the 
sides 8 of the end-sections are provided with 
grooves 14, and the same begin at the inner 
ends near the upper edges of said sides, ex 
tend outward toward the ends of the table, 
are curved and doubled upon themselves, re 
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turning to the inner ends where they termi 
mate. The distance between the sides S agrees 
with the length of the slats 1, and the depth 
and width of the grooves 14 in said sides 8 
are such as to receive with a reasonable 
amount of looseness to permit free working, 
the bearing-ends of the cylindrical rods 2. 
Suitable movable slides 15, are secured to the 
upper sides of the cross-braces 13, and the 
same are slidably connected to the station 
ary slides 16 in any suitable manner. The 
stationary slides 16 are secured to the upper 
side of a central transverse cross-piece 17, 
from which depends the central supporting 
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leg 18. 
Mounted upon the stationary slides 16 is 

the central-section of the cover, and it is pref 
erably formed of a plurality of sections or 
pieces, in this instance two, designated as 
19. The outer edges of these central cover 
sections are, like the strips 1, provided with 
similar grooves 3 so that they receive the ad 
jacent cylindrical-rods 2 of the flexible cover 
sections. The meeting edges of the sections 
19, like those of the sections 1, are upon their 
upper inner corners slightly rounded or re 
duced, as indicated at 20, So that any ine 
qualities between the sections 19 are compen 
sated for and when the hand is passed over 
the joint existing between said sections no 
appreciable unevenness is discernible. 

It will be seen that when the cylindrical 
rods are in position between the strips 1 their 
lower portions are exposed or extend slightly 
below the plane of the under sides of said 
strips 1, and hence whether they are extended 
between the strips 1 or not they take the wear 
from the under side of strips 1, reduce the 
amount of friction, and hence render the cover 
capable of being slid with greater facility, 
less rumble or noise, and With less wear. 
Warious means Will suggest themselves for 

connecting in a flexible manner the strip and 
rod-sections of the flexible cover, but I have 
herein illustrated one simple method which I 
will now proceed to describe. 
At suitable points the rods and strips are 

provided with openings 22 and 23, respect 
lively, the same being located at correspond 
ing points, but those of the strips being 
formed a slight distance nearer to the surface 
of said strips than are those of the rods 
near their outer sides. The opening is con 
tinued in the sections 19 of the central sta 
tionary cover-section of the table, as shown 
at 24, and finally terminates in recesses 25 
formed in the under sides of Said central cover 
sections. In this instance, two of these sets 
of openings are provided, but it will be obvi 
ous that more than two may be employed if 
so desired. Through this series of rods and 
sections a flexible wire-connection is passed, 
the same being designated as 26, the continu 
ations 24 in the sections 19 terminate in eye 
bolts 27, which are located in the recesses 25, 
are passed through rubber cushions28, which 
in turn are impinged upon by clamping nuts 
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29, so that any expansion or contraction of 
the rods or strips may be permitted without 
effecting a binding action of the same at their 
joints or in any way obstructing the flexibility 
of the cover-section. 

tions are cylindrical or round upon their under 
sides and project below the horizontal planes 
of other sections I prevent the sharp edges of 
such othersections from catching on the table 
slides as they would do if permitted to rest 
directly upon them; also there is permitted a 
rocking or rolling motion when moving around 
curves or any obstructions that might lie in 
their path, and thus it will be seen that I re 
duce to considerable extent the frictional 
Wear that would otherwise occur. 
From the foregoing description in connec 

tion with the accompanying drawings it will 
be seen that I have provided a cheap and sim 
ple construction of flexible cover, the same 
being adapted for use in tables, inside blinds, 
desks, &c., and when in position is adapted 
to readily operate with a minimum noise and 
friction; furthermore, that the joints between 
the sections are such as to avoid accumula 
tion of dust and to form, practically, a smooth, 
unbroken, continuous surface. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim is 

1. The herein described flexible cover for 
extension-tables, inside-blinds and desks, the 
same consisting of a series of alternately ar 
ranged flat strips and cylindrical rods, the 
strips having their lower corners provided 
with grooves for loosely receiving the rods, 
and the under sides of the latter extending 
below the plane of the strips, and flexible 
connections passed through perforations in 
the rods and strips, substantially as specified. 

2. The herein described improved flexible 
cover for extension-tables, inside-blinds and 
desks, the same consisting of a series of al 
ternately arranged rods and strips, the ad 
jacent edges of the Strips being grooved to 
receive the rods, said rods being longer than 
the strips and extending beyond the same to 
form bearing-ends, substantially as specified. 

3. The herein described improved flexible 
cover for extension-tables, inside-blinds and 
desks, the same consisting of an alternate ar 
rangement of flat strips and cylindrical rods, 
such strips having their upper corners slightly 
rounded and their lower corners grooved and 
receiving the rods, said rods and strips being 
provided with perforations, and the rods hav 
ing their lower sides extending below those 
of the strips and flexible connecting devices 
passing through the perforations, substan 
tially as specified. 

4. The herein described flexible cover for 
extension tables, inside blinds, and desks, 
the same consisting of a series of sections 
loosely connected, a plurality of said sections 
having their lower sides rounded and extend 
ing below the remaining sections to form 
bearing surfaces, substantially as specified. 

By reason of the fact that some of the sec 
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5. The herein described flexible cover for In testimony that I claim the foregoing as lo 
extension-tables, inside blinds, desks, &c., the my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
same consisting of a series of sections loosely the presence of two witnesses. 
jointed together, a plurality of said sections 

5 having their lower sides extending below the s CHAUNCEY SHOMER. 
remaining sections and their ends projecting 
beyond those of said remaining sections form- Witnesses: 
ing bearing-surfaces, substantially as speci- G. E. HoMER, 
fied. . . . F. W. SONNE. 

  


