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The present invention relates to operating 
means for valves. 
When dispensing gasoline and the like 

from a filling station or fron a tank wagon 3 Sy * 

5 it is desirabie to make provision for auto 
matically shutting of the flow in the event 
of fire, both to avoid loss of the product and 
also to prewent feeding inflammable material 
to the flames. The faucets commonly used 

* for dispensing products of this character are 
of the Self closing type, that is to say, of the 
type im which the control Valve is closed by 
the yielding pressure of the head of Figuil or 
of a spring or Weight and opened by neans 

* of a wrench operating against stach yielding 
pressure to open the valve. The Operating 
wrenchmay be held in valve opening position, 
or it may be provided with means for lock 
ing it in such position. This invention has 

20 for an object to provide a wrench of the type 
provided with means for temporarily Tetain 
ing it in valve opening position, Such means 
being commonly referred to as locking means, 
wherein provision is also made for automatic 

25 release in case of fire to permit closing of the 
Valve. 
The nature and objects of the invention will 

be better understood from a description of a 
particular illustrative embodiment thereof 

* for the purposes of which description refer 
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ence should behad to the accompanying draw 
ing forming a part hereof and in which– 

Figure i is a side view of a faucet with 
a wrench embodying the invention applied 
thereto; 

Figure 2 is a rear wiew of the same; and 
Figures 3 and 4 are perspective wiews of 

a part of the wrench. 
In the structure shown, the Self closing 

faucet 5 has a horizontal valve operating 
spindle 6 rotation of which in a. counter 
clockwise direction, as shown in Figure 1. 
opens the faucet Valve. A wrench 7 is ap 
plied to the spindle 6 and movable down 
wardly in a plane at right angles to the axis 
of the walve Operating spindle to open the 
valve. As shown the wrench comprises two 
parts, a socket member 8 engaging the Valve 
spindle 6, and a handle member 9 pivoted to 
the socket member by a piwot pin, 10, the axis 
of which lies at a right angle to the axis of 
the valve operating spindle 6 to permit 
hovement of the handle laterally with re 
spect to the plane of normal operatiye move 
ment of the wrench as it moves about the 

8, 

axis of the spindle 6 to operate the valve. 
The Socket member 8 is provided with a rela 
tively long hub extending to one side where 
by the Wrench can be easily applied to the 
Valve Operating spindle When it is in pro- 60 
tected position within a recessasshown. The 
Socket member has suficient?y extended bear 
ing upon the spindle 6 to hold said Socket 
member against movement laterally from 
the plane of its normal operative movement. 65 
?3y this all'angement lateral movement of the 
handle 9 about its pivot 10 will not rock the 
Socket member or tend to free it from engage 
ment With the spindle 6. 

"The piwoted handle member is formed to 70 
engage a suitable stop to hold the valve 
Spindle in Valve opening position. As shown, 
itis provided with a laterally extending pro 
jection 12 arranged to engage beneath a lug 
13 formed on the faucet casing. in. order that 75 
the Vaive may be automatically closed in case 
of fire means are provided which upon ap 
plication of heat Will cause the locking means 
to disengage. In the device shown the pro 
jection 12 is made fusible, at least in part. 80 
AS shown the projection 12 comprises a sep 
arate two partmember 14 whichisattachable 
to the arm 15 of the handle 9 by means of a 
bolt 16 extending through a suitable hole in 
the arm 15. This member 14 is shown as built 85 
up of a stop engaging part 17 and an arm en 
gaging part. 18 suitably Secured together by 
a solder 19 having a relatively low melting 
point. The member 17 can be cut from 
square tubular material and the member 18 90 
can be formed from a blank shaped and 
folded to fit at One end the member 17 and 
to provide substantially parallel ears 20 
whichmay befitted against the Oppositesides 
of the arm 15 and Securely clamped there- 95 
against by means of a bolt 16. This fusible 
member 14 being separable, as shown, can be 
readily replaced in the event of damage or 
breaking thereof eitherin use ordue to rough 
handling. {}{) 

In use when the wrench is Operated to 
open the walve the handle member is moved 
laterally to bring the projection 12 beneath 
the lug 13 of the faucet casing thereby to hold 
the Valve bearing spindle in Valve opening 105 
position. in the event of a fire the fusible 
member 14 parts from the Section 19 as Soon, 
as the Solder of this Section becomes Softened 
by the heat thus releasing the Valve spindle 
and valve to shut of the flow. The Section 110 
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18 of the fusible member iseasily detachai?e 
from the arm 15 and replaceable by a cGin 
plete new fusible member 14. It is also al 
vantageous to have the fusible section m? (le 
separable and therefore easily replaceabie 
because of the danger of breaking thereof 
under the conditions of use. 
The foregoing description of a particular 

form of wrench is intended as illustrative of 
the invention merely and is not to be con 
strued as defining the limits of the inven 
tion. 

I claim: 
1. An attachable Wrench for Operating a 

self closing faucet comprising a valve Spin 
dle engaging member for engaging a Valve 
operating spindle of a faucet and a handle 
member piwoted to Said valve spindle engag 
ing member for movement laterally With re 
spect to the plane of normal operating Inoye 
ment of Said handle and having a projection 
engageable with a suitable stop to ho?d the 
va?ve operating spindle in Valve Opening po 
sition, there being a fusible section between 
said projection and the point of piyotai con 
nection to the valve spindle engaging mem 
ber. 

2. An attachable wrench for operating a 
self closing faucet comprisinga valve spindle 
engaging member attachable to a Valve op 
erating spindle of the faucet, and a latch 
member piwotally connected to Said valve 
spindle engaging member to move relative 
thereto about an axis at right angles to the 

axis of the engaged valve (perating spinelle 
to permit movement of Said latch member to 
and from engagement With a stop for hold 
ing Said Wrench in predietermined position, 
Said latch member having a detachable stop 
engaging member comprising a fusible Se 
tion to permit release of the Valve operating 
spindle upon application of heat. 

3. An attachable two part wrench for op 
erating a Self closing facet comprising a 
Valve spindle engaging member attachabie 
to a valve Operating spindle of the facet and 
a handle member piwoted to the valve spindle 
engaging member to Swing laterally relative 
thereto and engageable With a fixed stop to 
be held in valve opening position, said, handle 
memberhaving a fusible Section between the 
point of engagement with the stop and the 
point of engagement with the Valve spindle 
engaging memberto case release of the Valve 
operating spindle upon application of heat 
to Said handle member. 

4. An attachable Wrench for operating a 
Self closing Valve comprising a valve spindle 
engaging part and a stop engaging part with 
a fusible portion between the Socket and stop 
engaging part whereby upom application of 
heat the fusible portion will yield and cause 
release of the walve Spindle. 

In testimony whereof, I have signed my 
name to this specification this 30th day of 
January, 1925. 

ABRAMW. WHEATON, JR. 
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