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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Isaac E. PauMER, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Middletown, in the county of Middlesex

‘and State of Connecticut, have invented an

Improvement in Suspension Means for
Couch-Hammocks, of which the following
description, in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, is a specification, like
letters on the drawings representing like
parts.

This invention relates to suspension means
for couch hammocks and more particularly
to means whereby the hammock may be ele-
vated against or adjacent to a ceiling or
overhead support, so as to be out of the way.

In order that the principle of the inven-
tion may be readily understood, I have dis-
closed a single embodiment thereof in the
accompanying drawing, wherein—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of couch ham-
mock suspension means embodying my in-
vention, the hammock being shown in posi-
tion for use; Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the
construction shown in Fig. 1, the hammock
being drawn into its elevated position; Fig.
3 is a vertical section of one end of a couch
hammock showing means for temporarily
attaching one suspension end to the seating
at the under side of the frame; Fig. 4 is a
detail plan view of the construction shown
in Fig. 8; Figs. 5, 6 and 7 are side and end
elevations of one form of block and tackle
which may be employed in the practice of
my invention; and Iig. 8 is a perspective
view of a hook which may be employed for
temporarily connecting the suspension ends
to the seating. ‘

I contemplate the provision of suitable
means for permitting couch hammocks when
attached to overhead supports, such as the
ceiling of a porch or room, to be elevated or
drawn up out of the way.

Couch hammocks are provided with up-
standing flexible suspension ends, usually
of cloth, and to the upper edges of which are
applied stringing strands, such as cords or
the like. These cords at their outer ends
may be gathered into rings which may be
directly attached to the points of support.
Preferably, however, I provide cords or
ropes provided with tackle blocks whereby
the hammock may be suitably attached to a
ceiling and elevated. Inasmuch, however,
as the suspension ends are normally two or

three feet in length, it is evident that even
though the hammock be elevated by the
tackle blocks and ropes, the body of the
hammock depends sufficiently from its sus-
pension ends to be in the way of the occn-
pants of the porch or room. In order to
permit the hammock to be wholly out of
the way, I have provided means for tem-
porarily securing the suspension ends to the
frame at points relatively remote from and
beyond the normal points of connection of
said ends to the frame. I provide means
for hooking or otherwise detachably con-
necting the upper edges of the suspension
ends to the under face of the hammock, so
as substantially to take up all or the greater
part of the effective length of said ends, as
will be more fully set forth.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, the frame of the hammock is repre-

sented at 1, it being composed preferably

of side and end members suitably connected
at their meeting ends. I provide any suit-
able type of seating whether composed of
cloth, wire, cords or the like, but have here
shown a seating 2 composed of transverse
and longitudinal wire links suitably con-
nected in substantially rectangular form, as
shown more clearly in Fig. 4. The hammock
may be of any suitable type, as, for example,
the Gloucester type, wherein the hammock
body is continuous from end to end, but I
have here shown the frame as having at-
tached thereto by spreaders 8—3 separate
suspension ends 4—4 having spreaders 5—35
at their upper ends. If desired upstanding
cloth sides 6, 6, may be provided in the
usual manner. It is evident that in the type
of hammock shown the seating 2 is exposed
at the under side of the frame. In the pre-
ferred type of my invention this is a matter
of great importance, inasmuch as said seat-
ing, particularly when of the type shown,
affords ready means for temporarily con-
necting the upper edges of the suspension
ends to the under side of the seating for the
purpose stated.

In order to permit the effective length of
the suspension ends to be taken up when
or prior to elevating the hammock from the
position for use, I fold the flexible suspen-
sion ends 4 back underneath the frame, as
represented in Tig. 8, and then reversely
fold the spreaders 5 upon the suspension
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edge of each spreader 1s directed toward the
adjacent end of the irame. I then hook
or otherwise detachably connect the spread-
ers 5 to the seating. For that purpose I have
herein shown wire hooks 6 which may be of
the form shown in Fig. 8, the ends 7 of

said hooks being adapted to engage suitable

transverse links of the seating and the end
8 of the hooks being adapted to engage the
spreaders 5, so that they may be held snugly
against the under face of the seating, sub-
stantially as shown in Figs. 3 and 4. As
shown in Fig. 3, the suspension ends are
folded back from the upper edges of the up-
standing sides 6, but if the latter be not
provided it is evident that said suspension
ends may be folded still farther beneath
the frame. 'The said suspension ends 4
while of suitable material are preferably of
cloth and to the spreaders 5 thereof are at-
tached the usual strands, cords or other
stringing means 9,-which at their outer ends
may be gathered into rings 10. When the
ends 4 are folded back underneath the frame,
the strands or cords 9 may be extended about
the ends of the frame and upward, as rep-
resented in Fig. 3, so as to be connected to
the desired suspension points.

While the hammock may be connected by
means of the suspension ends 4 and strands
or cords 9, to any suitable overhead support,
T have shown in Figs. 1 and 2, tackle blocks
11, 117, secured to the ceiling 12, above the
respective hammock ends and tackle blocks
13 of any suitable construction. Fach tackle
block 13 is provided with a hook 14, by
which they may be connected to rings 10, at
the upper ends of the cords or other string-
ing means 9. KEach tackle block 13 is pro-
vided with a single disk 15. Either tackle
block 11 or 11’ may be secured above the
head ‘end of the hammock and the other
I have here repre-
sented the tackle block 117 as secured above
the head end.. The tackle block 11 is pro-
vided with two plain disks or sheaves 16,
17; and the tackle block 117 is provided with

- a plain disk or sheave 18 and two clamping
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disks or sheaves 19, 20, the clamping grooves
of said disks or sheaves 19, 20 extending in
the same or opposite directions as desired.
The cord 21, at the foot end of the ham-
mock, is secured to a ring or tackle block 13
at said end as shown. Said cord is then

_ passed upwardly and about disk or sheave 17

and then downwardly and about disk or
sheave 15 of tackle block 13, and then up-
wardly and about disk or sheave 16:of the
tackle block 11. Said cord then passes to

the tackle block 11’ and. passes over the
clamping disk or sheave 20 and thence down-

- wardly into position to be grasped, when it
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is desired to elevate or lower the hammock.

. The cord 22 at the head end of the hammock

is secured to a ring of the tackle block 13, at

980,171

said end as shown, and is then passed up-
wardly and about the disk or sheave 18 and
then . downwardly and about the disk or
sheave 15 of the tackle block 13, and then
upwardly and over the clamping disk or

- sheave 19, and then downwardly in parallel-

ism with the end of cord 21. By drawing
upon the ends of the cords 21, 22, the ham-
mock may be elevated and then the cord ends
are inclined in the same or opposite directions
to engage them with the clamping grooves
of the disk or sheaves 19, 20, of the tackle
block 11°. When it is desired to lower the

hammock, the cords ends are drawn for- .
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ward until freed from the clamping position 80

and are then restored to a vertical position
and paid out, until the hammock is lowered
to the desired position. It is evident that

the hammock may be evenly lowered by pay- .

ing out evenly on the rope ends 21, 22.
While I have herein described the sus-

pension ends as temporarily connected to the

seating of the hammock, where it is exposed

at the under side of the frame, it is evident ..

that the said suspension ends may be tem-
porarily connected to any suitable part of
the hammock, as, for example, directly to
the frame itself in some suitable manner.

90

Preferably, however, the suspension ends are . .

temporarily connected to the seating as
shown.

‘95

It will be evident from the foregoing de- -

scription that the hammock of any suitable

construction may, in accordance with my in-. .

vention, be readily elevated sufficiently above
its normal position to be out of the way, and
if desired may be drawn up flat against the
ceiling or other overhead support.. The

tackle blocks, if employed, may be of any.

suitable type, and if employed provide
means for quickly manipulating the ham-
mock in elevating or lowering the same.
The use of tackle blocks in conjunction with
means for temporarily connecting the sus-
pension ends to the frame or seating affords
convenient and inexpensive means for ma-
nipulating the hammock to effectively raise
or lower the same.

Having thus described one illustrative em-
bodiment of my invention, I desire it to be
understood that although specific terms are
employed, they are used in a generic and de-
seriptive sense and not for purposes of lim-
itation, the scope of the invention being set
forth in the following claims.

1. A couch hammock comprising in com-
bination, a frame composed of side and end
members having a seating secured thereto
and exposed at the under side of the frame,
normally upstanding flexible suspension

ends secured at their lower parts to the end

portions of said frame, connecting means
detachably to secure the upper parts of said
suspension ends to the under side of said
seating when folded thereunder, and string-
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ing means connected to said ends to suspend
the hammock both when the ends are detach-
ably secured as described and when normally
extended. :

9. A couch hammock comprising in com-
bination a frame composed of side and end
members, a flexible wire seating composed of
transverse and longitudinal members secured
thereto and exposed at its under side, nor-
mally upstanding cloth suspension ends se-
cured at their lower parts to said frame and

* provided at their upper ends with suspen-
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sion cords, and connecting means detachably
to secure the upper parts of said suspension
ends in collapsed condition to the under side
of said seating, whereby said hammock may
be suspended with its suspension ends nor-
mally extended or in collapsed condition.

3. A couch hammock comprising in com-
bination a frame composed of side and end
members, a flexible wire seating composed
of transverse and longitudinal members se-
cured thereto and exposed at its under side,
cloth suspension ends secured at their lower
parts to said frame and normally upstand-
ing above the frame, and provided at their
upper edges with transverse spreaders and

suspension cords, and connecting means de-
tachably to secure said spreaders to said
seating at the underside of the frame while
permitting the continued suspension of the
hammock by said cords whereby said ham-
mock may be suspended with its suspension
ends normally extended or in collapsed con-
dition. '

4. A couch hammock comprising in com-
bination a frame having separate suspension
ends normally upstanding above the frame
end provided with stringing strands and
connecting means detachably to secure the
upper portions of said ends to the frame
when folded thereunder while still permit-
ting the continued suspension of the ham-
mock by said strands.

5. A couch hammock comprising in com-
bination a frame having separate suspen-
sion ends normally upstanding above the
frame end provided at their upper edges
with transverse spreaders and suspension
cords and hooks for detachably attaching
said spreaders to the underside of said frame
while permitting the continued suspension
of the hammock by said suspension strands
whereby the hammock may be suspended
with its suspension ends normally extended
or in a collapsed condition.

6. A couch hammock comprising in com-
bination a frame having suspension ends
connected thereto and provided with string-
ing strands and means detachably to attach

a8

said suspension ends to said frame at points
relatively remote from and beyond the nor-
mal points of connection while permittin
the continued suspension of the hammock
by said stringing strands, whereby the effec-
tive length of said suspension ends is ma-
terially and temporarily shortened.

7. A couch hammock comprising in com-
bination a frame provided with suspension
means having normally upstanding portions
above the frame, and connecting devices de-
tachably to attach the said normally up-
standing portions to the flat portion of the
hammock, whereby the height of the ham-
mock is varied.

8. A couch hammock comprising in com-
bination a frame provided with suspension
means having normally upstanding portions
above the frame, said upstanding portions
having stringing strands, clamping tackle
blocks and cords connecting said strands
and an overhead support, and connecting
means detachably to hold the said normally
upstanding portions of said ends substan-
tially flatwise against the flat portion of the
hammock, without disengaging said string-
ing strands from said overhead support,
whereby the height of the hammock is
varied.

9. A couch hammock comprising in com-
bination a frame provided with suspension
means having normally upstanding portions
above the frame, stringing strands attached
to the upper ends of said upstanding por-
tions, pulleys and cords to connect said
stringing strands with an over-head sup-
port, and connecting devices detachably to
attach the said normally upstanding por-
tions to the flat portion of the hammock in
a substantially flat condition, whereby the
height of the hammock is varied.

10. A couch hammock comprising, in com-
bination, a frame having suspension ends
connected thereto at their lower portions
and provided with stringing means at their
upper portions, and means detachably to
hold said suspension ends in a collapsed
condition while permitting the continued
suspension of the hammock by said stringing
means, whereby the effective length of said
suspension ends is materially and tempo-
rarily shortened.

In’ testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence
of two subscribing witnesses.

ISAAC E. PALMER.

‘Witnesses:
Reviro C. MARKHAM,
Trving U. TowNSEND.
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