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PATENT OFFICE 
JOHN LAFAYETTE BABER, JR, OF LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 

ACCOUNTING SYSTEM AND APPARATUs 
Application filed December 9, 1926. Serial No. 153,704. 

This invention relates to accounting sys 
tems and appartus for use in factories and 
other places of business where it is essential 
that complete and accurate records be made 
of the number and nature of tasks completed 
by each employee. - - , 
The salient purpose of the invention is to 

enable separate employer and employee rec 
ords, pertinent to each completed task, to be 

R. made in a single operation thereby saving 
time besides insuring exact duplication of the 
records. - - - 

Another purpose of the invention is to fur 
ther simplify the recording procedure by the 

is provision of a unitary record receiving me 
dium in combination with marking means 
operable to mark duplicate indicia on differ 
ent portions of the receiving medium and to 

tions for delivery to the employee. 
A still further purpose of the invention 

is to prevent incomplete and inaccurate mark 
ing of the receiving medium through the in 
strumentality of a safety device functioning 

5 to permit operation of the marking means 
Only when said marking means is disposed 
in proper marking relation to the receiving 
medium. . . 

Briefly stated the invention consists in pro 

multaneously detach one of the marked por 
tions from the body of the sheet. The mark 
ing may be accomplished by a printing, cut 
ting, punching, embossing or like operation 
while the detachment of one of the marked 
portions of the sheet may be effected in va 
rious ways through the instrumentality of 
Suitable cutting edges operating in unison 
with the marking means. In order to insure 
proper positioning of the marker with respect 
to the record receiving medium prior to the 
actual marking operation the marker is 

4x, equipped with a device normally holding the 
marker inoperative and adapted to be en 
gaged and displaced by the record receiv 
ing medium only when the latter and the 
marker are relatively positioned to insure ac 

69 curate placing of the record indicia. 

simultaneously detach one of the marked por 

& viding a record sheet in combination with a 
marker operable to mark duplicate indicial 
on different portions of the sheet and to si 

In the present instance I have elected to 
disclose the invention with particular refer 
ence to its us in a shoe factory for recording, 
in duplicate, the completion of each opera 
tion in the manufacture of a shoe and the 55 
time clock number or other symbol identify 
ing the operator. In this application of the 
invention use is made of a record receiving 
medium which may consist of a sheet of any 
suitable material. The body portion of the 60 
sheet, which is used as a shop sheet, serves as 
the employer or factory record while the 
marginal portion of the sheet is subdivided 
by ruled or scored lines to provide coupons 
detachable from the body of the sheet for re- 65 
tention by the employee as his evidence of 
the completion of a task concerning which 
record indicia is marked on both the body of 
the sheet and the said coupon. Each sheet 
thus used may be provided with an identify 
ing serial number and the same serial num 
ber is preferably marked on each of the sev 
eral coupons. In addition, each coupon is 
printed or otherwise marked to indicate a 
particular operation in the manufacture of a 75 
shoe and duplicate marking may also be made 
on the body of the sheet opposite the attached: 
end of the coupon. Duplicate notations re 
garding the labor cost incident to each opera 
tion may be also marked both on the body of 
the sheet and on the coupons. It will be 
understood that the seriel number and the 
markings relative to the nature of the vari 
ous operations and the labor costs incident 
thereto are printed or otherwise provided on 85 
the sheet and coupons in the original produc 
tion of the sheet and are of a more or less 
permanent nature. The operation title and 
cost markings on the body of the sheet are so 
located with reference to the marginal cou 
pons that by glancing at the marginal por 
tion of the body of the sheet from which a 
coupon has been detached, as hereinafter de 
scribed, the nature of the operation and the 
labor cost represented by the detached cou-95 
pon may be readily ascertained. In lieu 
of this arrangement the body of the sheet 
may have merely the cost of each operation 
printed thereon opposite the attached end of 
the coupon representing that particular op 
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eration in which event the nature of the Op 
erations represented by the detached cou 
pons may be ascertained by placing the shop 
sheet on a master sheet of similar construc 
tion so that the coupons on the master sheet 
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serve as a substitute for the coupons detached 
from the shop sheet in checking up the vari 
ous operations represented by the detached 
coupons. 

For use in connection with the aforemen 
tioned shop sheet each employee is provided 
with an implement having duplicate markers 
for marking the time clock numbers or other 
symbol identifying the employee on one of 
the coupons and on the body of the sheet 
simultaneously to indicate both on the body 
of the sheet and on the coupon that the par 
ticular operation represented by the coupon 
has been completed by that particular em 
ployee. To prevent loss of time incident to 
manual detachment of the coupons the im 
plement is preferably provided with cut 
ting edges for servering the coupon from the 
sheet simultaneously with the marking op 
eration. In addition to the aforesaid cut 
ting and marking means the implement may 
also be provided with a numbering device 
actuated by each operation of the implement 
to consecutively number the marked coupons 
so that by comparing the first and the last 
numbered coupons turned in by any em 
ployee for a given period the number of op 
erations completed by the employee for 
period may be readily determined. 

For a more complete understanding of the 
specific construction and application of the 
invention generally outlined in the foregoing 
reference will now be had to the following 
detailed description taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawings in which, 

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of the 
marking and cutting implement. 

Figure 2 is a vertical longitudinal section 
all view. . . : . . . . . - . . . . 
Figure 3 is a plan view of one of the de 

tached lever members of the marking imple 
ment. y 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3 of the 
remaining lever member. 

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 1 but 
partly broken away to show the pawl and 

such 

ratchet mechanism of the coupon numbering 
device. . . . . 

Figure 6 is a sectional view taken 
the line 6-6 of Figure 1. 

Figure 7 is a sectional view taken along 
the line 7-7 of Figure 1. . . . . 

along 

Figure 8 is a view partly in side elevation 
and partly in vertical section of a modified 
form of cutting and marking implement. 

Figure 9 is a fragmentary detailed view 
showing the construction of one of the cut 
ting edges. 

Figure 10 is a fragmentary view of the 
shop sheet or record receiving medium. 
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Proceeding now to a more detailed discus 
sion of the drawings reference will be had 
initially to the record receiving medium or 
shop sheet shown in Figure 10. As previous 
ly stated, the body portion 5 of the sheet 
Serves as the employer's or factory record 
While the marginal portion of the sheet is 
Scored or ruled as indicated at 6 to define a. 
plurality of marginal coupons 7. The body 
of the sheet is marked, preferably at the top, 
with an identifying serial number (not 
shown) and this serial number is also marked 
on each of the coupons as indicated at 8. 
Title legends 9, representing different opera 
tions in the manufacture of a shoe are marked 
in duplicate on the coupons and on the mar 
ginal portion of the body 5 of the sheet im 
mediately adjacent the attached ends of the 
coupons and it is also preferred that each cou 
pon and the marginal portion of the body of 
the sheet at the attached end of the coupon, 
be marked in duplicate, as indicated at 10 to 
designate the labor cost of the operation rep 
resented by the coupon. . . . s 
The marking implement provided for use in 

connection with the aforementioned sheet 
consists of a lower member 12 equipped with 
side flanges 13 carrying, at their forward 
ends, a pivot 14 upon which is mounted the 
forward ends of an upper member 15, the 
rear ends of both members being normally 
spaced apart by a spring 16 and shaped to 
provide handle members 17. Immediately in 
the rear of the pivot 14 members 12 and 15 
are provided with opposing blocks 18 and 19 
pinned thereto as indicated at 20. The block 
18 is equipped with detachable front and rear 
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duplicate marking plates 21 which are held 
thereto by dove-tailed joints 22 and the por 
tion of the block between these marking 
plates is formed to provide an upper trans 
versely extending serrated cutting edge 23. 
The block 19 is equipped, in a similar manner, 
with front and rear plates 24 opposing the 
marking plates 21 and with an intermediate 
transversely extending serrated cutting edge 
25 opposing the upper cutting edge 23. The 
plates 21 are both formed with characters 
representing the time clock number or other 
identifying symbol of the employee to whom 
the implement is assigned so that when the 
two members of the implement are pressed 
together with the record sheet interposed 
therebetween a duplicate marking of the 
time clock number or other identifying sym 
bol is obtained, one of such markings being 
placed on one of the coupons and the other 
on the body of the sheet as hereinafter more 
particularly set forth. 
The member 15 of the implement, as shown 

to advantage in Figures 2 and 3, is of substan 
tially inverted U-shape in cross-section and 
the lower edges of the side portions 15a of 
the member are sharpened for a portion of 
their length and disposed at a slight angle 
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to provide longitudinal cutters 26 inclining 
downwardly and rearwardly from the ends 
of the transverse cutter 23 to a point 27 inter 
mediate the length of said member. From 
point 27 to the rear end of the member the 
depth of the side portions 15a is materially. 
reduced and the lower edges of said side por 
tions are provided with depending lugs. 28. 
The members 12 and 15 are normally rela 
tively positioned as shown to advantage in 
Figure 5 wherein it will be noted that the 
marking plates and cutters of member 15 are 
elevated clear of a longitudinal slot 29 formed 
in and extending rearwardly from the for 
ward edges of the side flanges 13 of the mem 
ber 12, the lower edges of said slots being 
substantially in the plane of the block 19 and 
the plates 24. Members 12 and 15 are spread 
apart to assume this position by the spring 16 
and the handle members 17 are normally pre 
vented from being pressed together against 
the resistance of said spring by engagement 
of the lugs 28 with the upper end of a trigger 
30. This trigger is mounted, near its upper 
end, on a pivot 31 secured to the flanges 13 of 
the member 12 and is engaged at its lower 
end by a flat spring 32 which serves to normal 
ly hold the trigger in the position shown in 
Figure 5. 
In the use of the implement to record com 

pletion of an operation by the employee, one 
of the coupons 7 is inserted in the slot 29 un 
til the free end of the coupon engages and 
swings the trigger 30 out of engagement with 
the lugs 28 to permit the members 12 and 15 
to be subsequently pressed together. When 
the free end of the coupon has been inserted 
in the slot to the extent necessary to release 
the trigger it will be understood that the free 
end of the coupon is located between the rear 
printing plate 21 and the underlying plate 24 
of the block 19, while the marginal portion of 
the body of the sheet immediately adjoining 
the attached end of the coupon is positioned 
between the front printing plate 21 and the 
underlying plate 24. Preferably, in this po 
sition of the record sheet and the implement, 
the transverse and longitudinal cutters of 
the implement will coincide with the trans 
verse ruling or scored lines defining the cou 
pon. When, after the insertion of the rec 
ord sheet as aforesaid, the handle members 17 
are pressed together the plates 21 will mark 
the body of the sheet and the coupon in dupli 
cate as indicated at 33 in Figure 10 and at the 
same time the coupon will be detached from 
the body of the sheet through the instrumen 
tality of the transverse cutters 23 and 25 and 
the longitudinal cutters 26. When pressure 
on the handle 17 is released spring 16 func 
tions to return members 12 and 15 to the po 
sition shown in Figure 5 while spring 32 acts 
to reengage the trigger 30 with the lugs 28 to 
hold said members 12 and 15 against opera 
tion until the recordsheet and coupon is again 

gether. 

properly inserted between the marking por 
tions of the members. The trigger, when re 
turning to normal position, serves as a pusher 
to partially eject the coupon as will be readily 
understood. . 

It will also be observed that the indicia or 
markings on the body portion of the record 
sheet are located adjacent the ends of the cou 
pon portions, so that the same may be used 
by the operator of the device as a guide in 
Severing the coupons. By placing the nose 
or front end of the device adjacent a marking 
On the body portion and holding the device at 
right angles to the edge of the body portion, 
the operator may be assured that he willim 
part the additional markings in the desired 

3, 

s 

80. 33. 

positions and sever the coupon along the de 
sired lines. Thus it may be said that the in 
dicia or markings on the body portion serve 
as a guide in the operation independently of 
the lines defining the coupon. 
In addition to the foregoing provision may 

be made for consecutively numbering the cou 
: pons marked by successive operations of the 

A mechanism for accomplish implement. 
ing this is illustrated diagrammatically in 
Figures 1, 5 and 8. As shown in these fig 
ures a shaft 34 carrying the number wheels 
35 is mounted in the side portions 15a of the 
member 15. One of the terminals of this 
shaft protrudes into an offset casing 36 
formed by pressing outwardly a portion of 
one of the flanges 13 and is equipped with a 
ratchet 37, engaging a spring pressed pawl 38 
mounted in the casing 36, and adapted to be 
rotated by cooperation with said pawl each 
time the members 12 and 15. are pressed to 

in sequence forms no part of this invention 
- no description thereof is believed necessary. 
The member 12 carres a bed plate 38a for co 
operation with the number wheels 35 and this 
bed plate is terminally recessed as indicated 
at 385 to afford the necessary clearance for 
the cutters 26 when the members 12 and 15 
are pressed together. 
In the modification shown in Figure 8 an 

ink ribbon 39, having its terminals attached 
to suitable winding and unwinding rollers 40 
and 41 is trained around the number wheels 

95. 

100 

As the specific details of construc 
tion by which the number wheels are operated 
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35 and the printing plates 21. In order to 
clear the transverse cutter 23 the ribbon is 
passed through suitable slots provided in the 
block 18 at opposite sides of the cutter and 
forming entrance and exit openings to a re 
cess 42 in which is positioned a guide element 
43 over which the ribbon is trained. Addi 
tional guide elements 43 may also be provided 
to support the ribbon in its passage from the 
number wheels 35 to the printing plates 21 
and from the latter to the roller 40. 
As a further modification, the longitudinal 

cutters of the member 15 may be serrated as 
indicated at 44 in Figure9. 
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By providing either the transverse or 
longitudinal cutters, or both, with a serrated 
edge a distinctive outline is imparted to the 
detached margins of the coupon which is 
helpful in detecting fraudulent separation of 
coupons from the body of the sheet. If 
complete detachment of the marked coupon is 
not desired the cutters may be formed to 
merely perforate or otherwise weaken the 
marginal portions of the coupons. 

Having thus disclosed what I now conceive 
to be a preferred apparatus for reducing the 
principles of the invention to practice it will 
be understood that various changes in the 

is construction and design of such apparatus 
may be resorted to within the scope of the 
appended claims without departing from the 
spirit of the invention as defined thereby, 
and F may say specifically, but not exclusive 

to ly, that when, in the claims, I refer to cutting 
or severing means or elements, I intend to 
cover not only means for actually severing a 
coupon but also means for providing for 
its severance as by scoring, creasing, per 

is forating and the like. . 
What I claim is: - 
1. Apparatus of the character described 

comprising a marker including relatively 
movable members between which the mate 

3orial to be marked is gripped during the mark 
ing operation, a device normally arranged 
to held said movable members in spaced rela 
tion and to thereby prevent operation of the 
marker, said device being in position to be 

85 engaged and displaced to an inoperative po 
sition by the material to be marked when the 
latter is properly placed between the said 
movable members of the marker, said device. 
functioning when the movable members are 
separated subsequent to the marking opera 
tion, to push and partially eject the marked 
material from between said members. 

2. Marking apparatus of the character de 
scribed comprising a hand operated tool in 
cluding relatively movable members be 
tween which the material is gripped during 
the marking operation, duplicate marking ele 
ments carried by said tool and arranged to 
simultaneously mark different portions of the 
said material, cutters carried by the tool and 
arranged around one of the marking ele 
ments to detach the portion of the material 
marked thereby and means functioning to 
eject the detached marked material from the 
implement subsequent to the marking opera 
tion. - - 

3. Marking apparatus of the character re 
cited in claim 2 in which the last named 

60 of the marker and is arranged to be displaced 
to an inoperative position by engagement 
with the material to be marked only when 
the marker is in proper relation to said mate 
rial. 

4. Marking apparatus of the character de 

means normally serves to prevent operation. 

1,857,123 

scribed comprising a hand operated tool in 
cluding relatively movable members between 
which the material to be marked is gripped during the marking operation, duplicate 
marking elements carried by said tool and 
arranged to simultaneously mark different 
portions of said material, a numbering device 
of the progressive type also carried by the 
tool and operating in unison with the mark 
ing means to consecutively number portions 
of the material marked by successive opera 
tions of the tool, cutters carried by the tool 
and arranged around one of the marking ele 
ments to detach the portion of the material 
marked thereby and means, functioning to 
eject the marked material from the imple 
ment subsequent to the marking operation. 

5. A device of the character described com 
prising, pivoted members having their opera 
tive portions substantially U-shaped in cross 
section, cooperative marking elements carried 
by and located within said members, coop 
erative cutting elements carried by and lo 
cated within said members, and additional 
cooperative cutting elements constituted by 
the edges of said U-shaped portions. 

6. A device of the character described com 
prising, pivoted members having their op 
erative portions substantially U-shaped in 
cross section, cooperative marking elements 
carried by and located within said members, 
cooperative cutting elements carried by and 
located within said members, additional co 
operative cutting elements constituted by the 
edges of said members, and cooperative num 
bering elements carried by and located with 
in said U-shaped portions. 

7. A device of the character described com 
prising, pivoted members, cooperative mark 
ing elements carried partly by one and partly 
by the other of said members, and cooperative 
cutting elements carried partly by one and 
partly by the other of said members, said 
marking and cutting elements being adapted 
to operate upon a sheet inserted between the 
pivoted members and the cutting elements be 
ing designed to perform an incision on the 
sheet in a non-straight line. 

8. A device of the character described com 
prising, relatively movable members, coop 
erative marking elements carried by said 
members and spaced from each other, co 
operative cutting elements transversely dis 
posed in said members between said marking 
elements, and additional cooperative cutting 
elements constituted by said members them 
selves. 

9. A device of the character described com 
prising, relatively movable members, coop 
erative marking elements carried by said 
members and spaced from each other, coop 
erative cutting elements transversely disposed 
in said members between said marking ele 
ments, an auxiliary marking device also car 
ried by said members, and additional coop 

7) 
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erative cutting elements located between said 
first named marking elements and the 
auxiliary marking device. 

10. A device of the character described 
5 comprising, relatively movable members, co 

operative marking elements carried by said 
members and spaced from each other, coop 
erative cutting elements transversely disposed 
in said members between said marking ele 

10 ments, an auxiliary marking device also car 
ried by said members, and additional coop 
erative cutting elements located between said 
first named marking elements and the auxil 
iary marking device and being constituted 
by said members themselves. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 

signature. 
JOHN LAFAYETTE BABER, Jr. 
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CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION. 

Patent No. 1,857, 123. May 10, 1932. 

JOHN LAFAYETTE BABER, JR. 

It is hereby certified that error appears in the printed specification of the 
above numbered patent requiring correction as follows: Page 4, line 100, claim 
6, for "members" read U-shaped portions, and line 102, for "U-shaped portions" 
read members; and that the said Letters Patent should be read with these cor 
rections therein that the same may conform to the record of the case in the 
Patent Office. 

Signed and sealed this 12th day of July, A. D. 1932. 

M. J. Moore, 
(Seal) Acting Commissioner of Patents. 


