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To all whom it may concern: 
- Beit known that I, WILLIAM E. SPARKs, 
p of New Britain, in the county of Hartford and 

State of Connecticut, have invented certain 
5 new and useful Improvements in Sash-Fasten 

ers, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

sash-fasteners in which the outer end of the 
sweep is provided with laterally - projecting 

to shoulders, is hinged to the main portion of the 
Sweep, and when brought to the front falls into 
a notch in a vertical flange, so that the shoul 
ders of the hinged sweep bear upon the front 
of the flange by the sides of the notch therein 
and enable the sashes to be drawn together by 
depressing the outer end of the hinged sweep. 

- Such a sash-fastener is represented in the ac 
W companying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a plan view thereof, and Fig.2 
a side elevation of the same. 
The sweep A is pivoted to the plate B on a 

vertical axis in any ordinary manner. The 
keeper-plate C is provided with a vertical 
flange, a, which I prefer to make the highest 
in the middle and inclined gradually toward 
each end. Said flange is also provided with a 
notch large enough to receive the neck of the 
outer end or handle, b, of the sweep. Said outer 
end or handle, b, is hinged to the body of the 
sweep by pintlec. The outer end or handle, b, 
has two laterally-projecting shoulders, dd, for 
engagement with the front side of the vertical 
flange a, which flange is slightly beveled off or 
inclined on its front, as shown. The plate B 
may be provided with a notch, f, at one end. 
In order to unlock the fastener, the outer end 

or handle is raised out of the slot in the flange 
and the sweep is swung around to the right, 
when a slight projection on the under side of b 
will fall into the notch f and hold the sweep 
in that position. If the sweep is free to be 
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swung in either direction, a like notch for the 
same purpose may also be formed in the other 
end of the plate B. 

In order to lock the sash, the outer end or 45 
handle, b, is raised a little, then swung around 
over the keeper, where it will ride up the in 
cline of the vertical flange a, and when over 
the notch therein it will drop into said notch. 
By depressing the outer end or handle, b, the 
shoulders did bear upon the front face of the 
flange, and act to draw the meeting-rails of 
the sashes firmly together and to hold them 

SO 

until released, in the manner herein before de 
scribed. 

Ordinarily sash-fasteners laving a cam for 
drawing the meeting-rails of the sashes to 
gether are operated by swinging the sweep 
horizontally to bring it into position, and some 
times the cam binds the sweep so hard that it 
is either impossible or inconvenient to swing 
the sweep around into position for locking. In 
my device the sweep is free to be brought into 
the position for locking, and the binding or 
drawing of the rails together is all done after 
the sweep is in positioli. 

I am aware that a hinged sweep whose outer 
end rests in a notch in the keeper, but without 
the binding arrangement, is old in sash-fasteu 
ers, and I hereby disclaim the same. 7o 

I claim as my invention 
The combination of the keeper having the 

notched vertical flange inclined on its outer 
face, the sweep having hinged outer end, with 
projecting shoulders for engaging the inclined 
front of the vertical flange, and the plate to 
which the sweep is attached, substantially as 
described, and for the purpose specified. 

WILLIAM E. SPARKS. 
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Witnesses: 
CHARLES PECK, 
GEO. W. CORBIN, 


