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The invention in claims 1, 4, and 7 is considered to be an invention
for "anion-modified cellulose nanofibers".

However, "anion" is a matter encompassing a wide-ranging concept, and
it is difficult to specify all of chemical structures encompassed in the
matter. Moreover, "modification" also encompasses a really wvague concept, and
what limitation is added to the chemical structure by the "modification" is
unknown.

For the above reason, what limitation is added to the chemical
structure of "cellulose nanofibers" to obtain "anion-modified cellulose
nanofibers" is unknown, and all of substances as the Manion-modified
cellulose nanofibers" cannot be understood.

The invention in c¢laims 1, 4, and 7 does not comply with the
requirements as to clarity stated in PCT Article 6.

The invention in claim 6 is considered to be an invention of "re-
dispersibility improver" for "dried cellulose nanofibers”.

Substances whose re-dispersibility is improved by the re-dispersibility
improver of the present invention, disclosed and supported in the present
specification are merely anion-modified cellulose nanofibers obtained by
oxidation (carboxylation), carboxymethylation, or phosphorylation. The
specification does not describe any experimental result supporting
improvement 1in re-dispersibility of <cellulose nanofibers that are not
subjected to anion modification, by the re-dispersibility improver of the
present invention and does not disclose any "re-dispersibility improver" that
can be assumed to exhibit a function of improving re-dispersibility of
cellulose nanofibers that are not subjected to anion modification.

Moreover, a new substituent structure is introduced, or a chemical
structure is changed by the anion modification of general cellulose. Thus,
the chemical structure itself of general cellulose is largely different from
that of the anion-modified cellulose. It is obvious that physical properties
change when the chemical structures are different from each other.

It cannot be said that there is common general technical knowledge that
the behavior of re-dispersion of the anion-modified cellulose is the same as
that of general cellulose.

The invention in claim 6 of the "re-dispersibility improver" for "dried
cellulose nanofibers™ that are not subjected to the anion modification thus
does not comply with the requirements as to support stated in PCT Article 6.

Moreover, the present specification is not written in such clear and
full terms as to enable a person skilled in the art to effect a method for
improving re-dispersibility of "dried cellulose nanofibers" that are not
subjected to the anion modification and an agent for improving the re-
dispersibility and thus does not comply with the requirements stated in PCT
Article 5.

For the above reason, a prior art search was conducted in a limited
range where the "anion-modified cellulose nanofibers" recited in claims 1, 4,
and 7 and the "dried cellulose nanofibers" recited in claim 6 are anion-—

modified cellulose nanofibers obtained by any of oxidation,
carboxymethylation, or phosphorylation, i.e., any of carboxylated cellulose
nanofibers, carboxymethylated cellulose nanofibers, or phosphorylatd

cellulose nanofibers.
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