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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WALTER GREEN 

SHIELDS, of Auckland, New Zealand, have in 
vented a new and useful Improvement in 
Shoulder-Braces, (for which I have obtained 
Letters Patent in New Zealand, No. 5,852, 
dated October 25, 1892) of which the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The invention relates more especially to 

shoulder braces for women and children, by 
the use of which the shoulders may be prop 
erly held back to expand the chest, and proper 
Support be given to the back. 
The invention consists in the novel features 

hereinafter particularly described and de 
fined in the claims, such features being de 
signed to simplify the construction, promote 
efficiency in the use of the braces, and make 

O 

the fitting and adjustment of the same quite 
2 o simple and convenient. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar letters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 shows a back view of the figure of 
a woman with my improved braces in place. 
Fig. 2 is a front view. Fig. 3 is a view of the 
strap which generally will be applied to the 
left shoulder; and Fig. 4 is a view of the stra 
which generally will be applied to the right 
shoulder. 
The braces consist of the two separate elas 

tic straps A, B, which are provided with fas 
tening devices C, D, adapted to engage each 
other as hereinafter described, the member 
C of the fastening being designed to be passed 
into the member D, and as the menber C is 
more readily manipulated by the right hand, 
I designate the strap A the left shoulderstrap, 
as by applying it to the left shoulder its mem 
ber C of the fastening will be at the right side 
of the wearer. The straps may, however, be 
applied interchangeably to either the right 
or left shoulder. Each strap A, B, is in the 
form of a loop E, and one end of the strap 
extends beyond the loop as at a, b, the fasten 
ing devices C, D, being secured to such ends. 
The looped straps are of such a length that 
with the extended ends a, b, they will em 
brace the shoulders, extend across the back 
and meetin front at about the waist as shown, 
to permit an engagement of the fastenings 
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C, D. Thus in applying the braces the left 
arm is passed through the left strap A, and 
the latter brought diagonally across the back 55 
to form the double back straps a?, as shown 
in Fig. 1, and brought around to the front 
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The right arm is 
then passed through the right strap, and the 
latter brought across the back forming the 6o 
double back straps b, and around in front, at 
the waist, the same as the left strap, and the 
meeting ends of the two straps are united by 
the fastenings C, D, as shown in Fig. 2, thus 
forming a front waist strap. 
The fastening devices shown are con 

structed as follows: The member C has a loop 
c whereby it is secured to its strap, and is 
formed into a head or disk c', which is offset 
to lie in a slightly different plane from the 
neck c* by which it is united to its loop c. 
The member D is provided with a loop d by 
which it is secured to the strap and is formed 
substantially into a ring d, on the interior of . 
which a depressed flange disprovided. The 75 
flange dis removed at the sides at diametri 
cally opposite points as at d, d, and at the 
front as at di the openings dipermit the en 
trance of the head c', while the opening d 
receives the neck c'. Thus the head c' is 
passed through the ring d, and is then 
brought into line with the fastening D, the 
head c' resting on the depressed flanged and 
lying flush with the ring d. Any other suit 
able fastening devices may be employed. 
In order that the braces may be adapted to 

fit people of different sizes, I make each loop 
adjustable by providing the same with suit 
able devices for adjustably uniting the ends 
of the loop. Thus in each strap near one 
end, a longitudinal series of button-holes e is 
produced, and to the strap, near the opposite 
end, which carries the fastening member C 
or D, a button or stud F is secured, adapted 
to enter any one of the button-holes e accord 
ing to the length to which the loop is to be adjusted. 
While I prefer the fastening devices above 

described, I wish it to be understood that I 
do not limit myself thereto, since other de- Ico 
vices capable of the same function may be 
employed, and will readily suggest themselves 
to one skilled in this line of invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 
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I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters of the same strap to which it is secured, sub 
Patent, is 
As an article of manufacture, the improved 

shoulder-brace composed of two straps of like 
5 form and length, each having a terminal fas 
tening device adapted to engage a correspond 
ing device on the other strap, and also hav 
ing, at a point adjacent to such terminal de 
vice, a second fastening device which is 

Io adapted to adjustably engage the other end 

stantially as shown and described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

myinvention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of two witnesses, this 4th day of July, I5 
893. 

WALTER GREENSHIELDS. 
Witnesses: 

A. C. H. DE ARCY, 
H. GREENSHIELDS. 

  


