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(57) Abstract: The invention improves manipulability when
the insertion part of an endoscope is inserted into a body
cavity using an insertion assistive device. The side wall of
the main tube body (64) of an insertion assistive device (60)
through which the insertion part (12) of an endoscope (10) is
passed is provided with a side wall opening (68) of a size
that allows passage of the insertion part (12). On the leading
end side of the side wall opening (68), a guiding valve (82)
is provided so that the insertion part (12) is guided by the
guiding valve (82) and is easily extruded from the side wall
opening (68). The guiding valve (82) is supported so as to
be capable of swinging, and it is possible, when extruding
the insertion part (12) from the tip opening (67) of the main
tube body (64), for the guiding valve to assume an orienta-
tion that is substantially parallel to the axial direction of the
insertion part (12), which allows the insertion part (12) to
pass through the tip opening (67).
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