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(57) Abstract: An ear endoscope device (400) for use in a surgical procedure in an ear includes a handle (402), a visualization shaft
(406) extending from the handle, a tool guide extending from the handle parallel to the visualization shaft and configured to guide a
tool into the ear with the visualization shaft, an imaging sensor at a distal end of the visualization shaft and a light source. In some
embodiments, the ear endoscope is combined with a suction device. In other embodiments, it may be combined with another tool.
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3. |:| Claims Nos.:
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet
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As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:' As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
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3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
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restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
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payment of a protest fee.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-9

A device for visualizing a surgical procedure in the ear,
the device comprising a shaft having a bend with an angle of

90-155°, an outer diameter of no more than 2.5 mm and a
length of 30-80 mm.

2. claims: 18-28

An ear endoscope device for use in a surgical procedure in
an ear, the device comprising a tool guide extending
parallel to a visualization shaft and configured to guide a
tool into the ear with the visualization shaft.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.1

Claims Nos.: 10-17, 29-33

Claims 10-17 relate to a method for performing a surgical procedure in an
ear of a patient, including the steps of advancing a distal end of an ear
endoscope into the ear of a patient and of using a tool to facilitate or
perform at least part of a surgical procedure. Claims 29-33 relate to a
method for performing a surgical procedure in an ear canal of a patient,
including the steps of advancing a distal end of an ear endoscope into a
patient's ear canal and of applying suction in the ear canal with a
suction device. As these are methods for treatment of the human or animal
body by surgery, the International Searching Authority is not required to
search the subject-matter of claims 10-17 and 29-33 according Rule
39.1(iv) PCT.
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