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The present invention relates to new and use 
ful improvements in bee comb frames for bee 
hives, and the invention has for its primary ob 
ject to provide a frame of this character embody 
ing means for engaging the upper edge of the 5 

comb or foundation to support the same in posi-. 
tion in the frame. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a 

frame construction embodying end frame men 
bers beveled in a manner to provide a passage 
way for the bees between the frames. 
A still further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a bee comb frame construction of a simple 
and practical nature, in which the comb or 
foundation may be easily and quickly placed in 
position and removed from the frame without 
danger of injury thereto, and which at the same 
time is relatively inexpensive to manufacture 
and otherwise well adapted for the purposes for 
which the same is intended. 
Other objects and advantages reside in the de 

tails of construction and operation as more fully 
hereinafter described and claimed, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawing forming 
part hereof, wherein like numerals refer to like 
parts throughout, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view. 
Figure 2 is a top plan VieW. 
Figure 3 is a sectional view taken substantially 

on a line 3-3 of Figure 1. 
Figure 4 is an end elevational VieW. 
Figure 5 is a sectional view through the top rail 

taken substantially on a line 5-5 of Figure 1. 
Figure 6 is a similar view showing the comb or 

foundation Secured in position therein. 
Referring now to the drawing in detail, where 

in for the purpose of illustration I have disclosed 
a preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
numeral 5 designates the top frame member of 
the bee comb frame, while the numeral 6 repre 
sents the bottom frame member and the numerals 
and 8 designate the end frame members. 
The upper ends of the end frame members 1 

and 8 are each formed with a notch. 9 in which 
is seated the reduced extension 0 at each of the 
ends of the top frame member 5 to Secure the 
top frame member flush with the upper ends of 
the end members by means of nails or brads f. 
As shown to advantage in Figures 1 and 2 of 

the drawing, the reduced ends to of the top 
frame member 5 project outwardly beyond the 
end frame members 7 and 8 to provide SupportS 
for the frame when positioned in a beehive. 
One side edge of each of the end frame mem 

bers T and 8 is tapered toward its lower end, as 
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indicated at f2, to gradually reduce the width of 
the end members toward their lower ends and 
the bottom frame member 6 has its end portions 
rabbeted in the lower ends of the end frame mem 
bers 7 and 8, as indicated at 3 in Figure 4 of 
the drawing, flush with the lower ends of the end 
frame members and secured thereto by means of 
nails or braids 4. 
The tapering lower portions of the end frame 

members 7 and 8 are arranged at opposite sides 
of the frame, as indicated in Figure 3 of the draw 
ing, and the lower end of the tapering formation 
terminates in a plane with the adjacent edge of 
the bottom frame member 6, so that when a plu 
rality of the frames are positioned in a beehive 
in Side-by-side relation, a passageway is formed 
between adjacent frames at their lower portions. 
The tapered edge 2 of the end frame members 

is also beveled, as indicated at 5, at the outer 
Surfaces of the end frame members, the depth of 
the beveling being increased toward the bottom 
Of the frame. 
The bottom surface of the top frame member 5 

is formed with a longitudinally extending slot f6 
adapted to receive the upper edge of the wax 
bee comb or foundation f7 for placing in position 
Within the frame. 
The edges of the upper frame member 5 at the 

lower surface of said frame member are beveled, 
as indicated at 8, at a point adjacent the oppo 
site sides of the groove 6. 
One side of the top frame member 5 is also 

formed with a longitudinally extending slot or 
groove 9 which terminates at its inner end 
adjacent the inner end of the vertical slot or 
groove f6 to thus provide a strip of material. 20 
at one lower side edge of the top frame member 
5 between the slots 6 and 9 and which is con 
nected to the top frame member by a relatively 
narrow connecting Web 2. 
The frame is preferably constructed of rela 

tively soft wood so that the strip 20 may flex at 
its connecting web 2 upwardly into a position 
not shown, to open the slot 6 for facilitating the 
insertion of the upper edge of the foundation 

therein. After the insertion of the foundation 
in the slot f6, the strip 20 is then returned to its 
normal position, as shown by the full lines in 
Figures 5 and 6, and the strip is then secured in 
position against flexing movement by means of 
nails or braids 22 inserted while upward flexing 
of Strip 20 is prevented and the foundation is 
then firmly held in position in the frame. 
From the foregoing description it will be ap 

parent that I have provided an improved bee 
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comb frame which is simple in construction, 
rigid and durable, and one wherein much time 
and labor is Saved when inserting a foundation 
therein. 
While I have illustrated and described a pre 

ferred embodiment of the invention, it is to be 
understood that the same is Susceptible to cer 
tain changes fully comprehended by the spirit of 
the invention as herein described, and the scope 
of the appended claims. 

Having thus described the invention, what I 
claim is: 

1. In a bee comb frame comprising substan 
tially horizontal top and botton frame members 
and upright end frame members Secured to the 
ends of the latter, and the horizontal top mem 
ber having a down Wardly-directed, Open...longi 
tudinal slot in the intermediate portion of the 
bottom surface thereof for receiving the upper 
edge of a bee comb, the features Which include 
outwardly and upwardly-beveled edges on either 
side of the downwardly-directed slot upon Said 
bottom surface of said top member, and having a 
second, horizontally inwardly-extending, longi 
tudinal open slot in one side of Said horizontal 
top member disposed Substantially at a right 
angle to said downwardly-directed Open slot and 
With the latter defining a yielding Strip connected 
to the remaining portion of Said horizontal top 
member by a thin Web limited to the inner ad 
jacent ends of both slots, the yielding Strip 
being manually flexed to open and close Said 
downwardly-directed open slot to facilitate in 
sertion of the upper edge of Said bee comb therein, 
and means for connecting Said yielding Strip to 
said remaining portion of Said horizontal top 
member and bridging. Said Second horizontally 
inwardly-extending slot to secure said yielding 
strip in fixed position. 
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4. 
2. In a bee comb frame comprising substan 

tially horizontal top and bottom frame members 
and upright end frame members Secured to the 
ends of the latter, the bottom frame member 
being narrower than the end frame members and 
one of the latter having a cut-away clearance 
portion upon one side edge at One corner of the 
frame and the other end frame member, having a 
similar cut-away clearance portion-upon the Oppo 
site: side edge at the diagonally opposite:corner of 
said frame, the features which include a tapering 
portion extending downwardly from a point a 
short distance below the upper end of each of 

..isaid one-side edge of said one end frame member 
, and said opposite side edge of the other end frame 
member and terminating at the bottom flush with 

Eithe respectively, adjacent side edge of said bottom 
frame. member, the tapering side upon each end 
"frame member being beveled upon the Outer edge 
thereof and the tapering and beveled side upon 
reach end frame" member forming...the 'cut-away 
clearance portion thereon. 
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