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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ABRAM VAN WIE, OF CHESHIRE, NEW YORK.

'WIRE-STRETCHER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 465,399, dated December 15,1891,
Application filled July 30,1891, Serial No. 401,194, (No model.)

To oll whom it may coricern:

Beitknown thatI, ABRAM VAN WIE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Cheshire,
in the county of Ontario and State of New

"York,have invented a new and useful Wire-

Stretcher, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

The invention relates to improvements in"

wire-stretchers.

The object of the present invention is to
simplify and improve the construétion of
wire-stretchers and to prevent the same, when
fulecrumed on a post or other support, from
turning in the hands of the operator. -

The invention consists in the construection

and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully deseribed,illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
ont in the claim hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a wire-stretcher embodying the in-
vention. Fig.2isalongitudinalsectional view

showing the lever in engagement with the.

block. Fig. 3 is a detall view of a block.
Referring to the accompanying drawings, 1
designates a bar having one end shaped into
a handle and having its other end tapered
and adapted to engage a post or other ful-
cruming-support in stretching a wire, which
is clamped between a pivoted lever 2 and a
block 3. The lever 2 and the block 3 are se-
cured upon a plate 4 by bolts 5 and 6, which
also secure the plate 4to the bar 1. The plate
has its end 7 bent over upon itself to provide
a casing for the block 3, which has its end 8
provided with serrations or teeth, and thead-
jacent end 9 of the lever 2 is provided with
similar serrations or teeth, the wire being se-
curely grasped during stretching between the
adjacent ends of the lever 2 and the block 3.
To prevent the bar’s turning in the hands

.of the operator whilestretching a wire, a guard

10 is provided, which is construeted of metal
and has its inner end secured upon the end 7

of the plate 4 by the:bolt 6, which passes
through the gnard, the<plate, the block, and
the bar. The outer end of the guard is bent
downward and is secured to the adjacent end
of the bar 1. By this arrangement the ful-
cruming-point of the bar is brought practi-
cally.in the same plane as the point of attach-
ment or securement of the wire, thereby en-
abling all the strength of the operator to be
exerted in stretching the wire without having
to resist the turning of the bar. The block
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is pivoted to the plate and is movable and .

adapts itself to the'wire and in a great meas-
ure prevents the latter being cut.
of the block and the lever are small, the sur-
face being merely roughened, and there is no
danger of their cutting the wire. The bent-
over end 7 of the plate extends slightly be-
yond the block to prevent a wire slipping
laterally out ¢f engagement with the block
and the lever; but sufficient space is left be-
tween the end 7 and the edge of thelever,when
the latter is arranged at right angles to the
bar, to permit a wire to be readily removed.

What I claim is—

In a wire-streteher, the combination of the
bar; the plate secured to the bar and having
one end 7 bent upon itself and forming a cas-
ing, the block provided at one end with a

curved edgeand having its other end pivoted

to the plate and arranged between the same
and the end 7, the lever fulecrumed on the
plate and arranged to engage the bloek, and

the guard having its inner end secured to the:

end 7 of the plate and having its outer end
bent downward and secured to the bar, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have heretoaffixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

’ ABRAM VAN WIE.

Witnesses:

JOHN RAINES, Jr.,
D. V. BENHAM.
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