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My invention relates to metal fence posts
of the so-called driven type, and it has to do
especially with anchor plate structure and
means. for mounting the same upon the post.

5 Anchor plates heretofore employed and
the mountings therefor have been found ob-
jectionable in several respects. To facilitate
manufacture, the mounting plate usually
takes the form of a separate unit which must

17 be securely and permanently fastened to the
post at the proper height to serve the intend-
ed purpose. It has been customary to se-
cure these plates, in certain instances, by riv-.
eting the same to the post and, in other in-
15 stances, by providing clamp members which
interlockingly engage the plate and the post.
These and other prior forms of plate mount-
ings have necessitated the provision of open-
ings in the plate and/or post which tends to
¢ weaken these parts; and, where separate fas-
tening members, such as rivets, clamps, etc.,
are employed, there is a tendency for the
connected parts to loosen and/or become sep--
arated during shipment and installation and
£5 in use. ' :

. One of the objects of my invention is fo
provide an improved anchor plate and mount-
ing therefor by which the foregoing and
other objections inherent in prior structures

2) are overcome, and to provide an anchor plate
which is not only strong and durable but
which may be quickly, easily and firmly ap-
plied to the post. ' '

Another object is to provide a metallic an-

<5 chor plate having self-contained .means for
securing the -same to the post, the entire
structure being of single piece construction
whereby the plate may be mounted without
the use-of separate fastening devices.

<3 A more specific object is to provide an an-
chor plate having means forming a channel
adapted to receive the fence post, the sides
of the channel being. adapted to be deformed
to effect securement of the plate to the post.

<3 Other objects and advantages will become
apparent as this description progresses and
by reference to the drawing wherein—

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of the
lower portion of a metal fence post embody-

L2 ing one form of my invention;
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Fig. 2 is a rear clevational view of a por-
tion of the structure shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a section taken substantially on
line 3—3 of Fig. 1; : '

I'ig. 4 is a rear clevational view, in de-
tached relation, of the anchor plate shown
in Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is a section taken substantially on’
line 5—5 of Fig. 4; and

- Fig. 6 is a side elevational view of another
form of anchor plate embodying my inven-
tion,

Referring particularly to the structure
shown in Figs. 1 to 5 of the drawing, it com-
prises a metallic fence post 10 of substan-
tially T-shape in cross section. The mid-
part of the T-head portion 11 of this post is
provided with a longitudinal strengthening
rib 12 which is provided at substantially uni-

forth intervals with lugs 18. The uppermost 1

of these lugs serves as a means for supporé-
ing strands of ‘wire comprising the custom-
ary wire fence, while, in this particular form
of my invention, advantage is taken of the
lower lugs to aid in the positioning of the
anchor plate 14 upon the post as will be more
fully mentioned hereinafter.

The post 10 is provided with an anchor
plate 14 adapted to be imbedded in the ground
for the purpose of resisting uprooting forces
and other forces operating in the general di-
rection of the fence line which would tend
to move the post out of proper alignment
once it has been installed. I is highly de-
sirable that these anchor plates be rigidly
and firmly attached to the post to serve its
intended purpose in the most efficient man-
ner. To that end, my invention contemplates
the use of a strong and durable plate formed,
preferably, of a single piece of material which
includes means for securing the same to the
post without the use of separate fastening
devices. :

Specifically, referring to Fig. 4, this plate

14 takes, preferably, the shape shown, but it !

15 obvious that it may take any other desired
shape which Iends itself fo the intended use.
The central portion 142 of this plate is slight-
ly bulged so as to fit over the post rib 12 with
its side wings 14" and 14° resting upon the T-
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head portion 11 of the post. This arrange-
ment, obviously, provides a firm seat for the
plate without tendency of tipping or dis-
placement of the plate.

The rear face of this plate is further pro-
vided, on the opposite sides of the portion 142,
with outwardly projecting flange members 15
extending substantially  throughout the
length of the plate and forming a post-receiv-
ing channel 16. This channel 16 is substan-
tially the width of the post T-head 11 sothat
the post will fit rather snugly therein and
will be positively held against lateral move-
ment. The central, bowed portion 14* of the
plate is provided with a plurality (preferably
two) of elongated openings 17 which receive
adjacent of the post lugs 13, as best ilius-
trated in Fig. 1. The elongation of the open-
ings 17 accommodates any variation which
may exist in the spacing of the lugs 13 and
facilitates the snug, firny seating of the plate
upon the post. These lugs also aid in posi-
tioning the plate longitudinaily . and lateral-
ly with respect to the post. '

To secure the plate to the post with the
parts engaged as shown in Fig. 1, it is only
necessary to turn the flanges or channel sides
15 over and upon the opposite edges of the
post T-head 11 as clearly shown in Fig. 3.

) By doing this, it is obvious that a rigid at-

tachment is effected substantially through-
out the length of the plate and such attach-
ment is quite strong and is capable of with-
standing any and all strains and stresses im-

* posed thereon in handling and in use of 'the

sane. : '
In providing the plate 14, I preferably em-
ploy a billet of metal rolled, in any desired
and well-known manner, to the form shown,
thus providing the plate and its attachment

- means from a single piece of metal. A strip

" therefrom.

of any desired length and width may thus be
formed with the flanges 15, and plates of any
desired length and shape may then be cut
It will be understood, however,
that, if desired, the plate body and channel
sides or flange members 15 may be formed
initially as separate pieces and then welded,
or otherwise intimately secured together
forming, in effect, an integral strurture.

In certain instances, the flange members 15
may be interrupted rather than continuous.
Such a form is shown in Fig. 6 wherein the

" plate 14* is substantially similar to the plate
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of Fig. 4 except that the attachment flanges
or channel sides are cut out as at 18 leaving
spaced attachment members 15 which are
adapted to be turned over and upon the T-
head of the post in the same manner as illus-
trated in Fig. 3. - : :

It is believed that the objects and advan-
tages hereinabove stated will be obvious from
the foregoing. An anchor plate which is
quite simple in construction and easy to man-

ufacture and install is provided.. The plate,

creased life therefor.

1,915,535

once mounted upon the post, is firmly and
securely attached and the attachment parts
are not.likely to become broken in use or
otherwise, all of which insures permanent,
proper alignment of the fence post and in-
i Furthermore, it is to
be understood that, while I have shown only
two forms of my invention, other changes in
details and arrangement of parts may be
made without-departing from the spirit and
scope of my invention as defined by the claims
which follow. ~“For ‘example, rows of in-
tegral attachment lugs may be substituted
for the flange 15 or the members 15%; and
such lugs as well as the flanges 15 and mem-
bers 15* may be tapered in section so as to be
thicker at their base portions and gradually
thinned to their free edges.

I claim: : :

1. Fence post structure comprising a post
member provided with continuous, lateral
extensions, a centrally disposed, longitudi-
nally extending, strengthening rib posi-
tioned at right angles with respect to said ex-
tensions, a plurality of spaced lugs integral
with the rib and extending outwardly there-
from, an anchor plate having a central lon-
gitudinally extending bowed portion inter-
fittingly engaging said rib and a plurality
of spaced openings for receiving said lugs,
said anchor plate having a pair of side wings
disposed in a common plane, a pair of un-
interrupted spaced flanges formed independ-
ently of the wings and bowed portion and in-
tegral with the face of the plate to extend

‘rearwardly therefrom and being substan-

tially co-exensive with the bowed portion of
said plate, the terminal portions of said
flanges being bent toward each other to en-
gage the rear face of said post extensions
thereby to securely hold the anchor plate in
position. :

2. Fence post structure comprising a post

member of substantially T-shape in- section

having a rib extending longitudinally of the
top with a plurality of spaced lugs project:
ing from said rib, an anchor plate having
wing portions arranged substantially in a
common plane and an intermediate, longi-
tudinally extending bowed portion interfit-
tingly associated with said fence rib, said
bowed portion having a plurality of openings
receiving said lugs, a pair of uninterrupted,
rearwardly extending. flanges formed inde-
pendently of but coextensive with the wings
and bowed portion, one disposed on each side
of said bowed portion, the terminal portions
of said flanges being bent toward each other
and engaging the top of the T-shaped post.
In testimony whereof, I have subscribed

my name.
EDWARD JOHNSON.
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