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IMPROVEMENT IN INVALID BEDSTEADS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 125,491, dated April 9, 1372,

Specification describing a new and Im-
proved Invalid Bedstead, invented by HENRY
A. Scort, of Winchester, in the county of
Cheshire and State of New Hampshire.

Figure 1 represefits a vertical longitudinal

- section of my improved invalid bed, the line

¢ ¢, Fig. 2, indicating the plane.of section.
Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse section of the
same on the line % &, Fig. 1. _
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.
This invention relates to a new invalid bed-
- stead, whose movable frame is raised and low-
ered by means of armns projecting from geared
cams, to thereby insure even and convenient
motion. The pivoted head-rest is supported
by a spring ratchet, which permits rapid ad-
justment. “
A, in the drawing, represents the bedstead
frame. B is the vertically-adjustable frame,

which constitutes the direct support of the

patient. This frame B, which has canvas,
woven-wire, or other material stretched over

it, rests with its ends on the arms a a, that

project from cams C (¥, hanging at the ends
of the bedstead frame. " The cams or disks C
C’ are toothed, and gear into each other at
each end of the bedstead, as is clearly indi-
cated in Fig. 2, so that their motions will be
simultaneous and equal, though in opposite
directions. The two cams C C’ are mounted
upon a shaft, B;.which has a crank, b, where-
by it is turned. This of course will also cause
the turning of the cams C €/, and the even
motion of all the arms @ a. The upper ends
of the arms « are, by this arrangement, always
held level, and the frame B consequently ad-
Jjusted gently and with ease. The upper ends

of the arms @ @ are, by preference, provided

with friction-rollers, as shown. A pawl and
ratchet, &, on the outer end of the shaft D,
serves to lock the same in a suitable position,
and with it the frame B. The frame B is pro-
vided with a pivoted head-rest, 1, which c¢an
be swung up more or less, and is held in posi-
tion by a pair of notched arched plates or
ratchets, d, which are, by springs ‘e, crowded
against pins /' at the sides ot the frame B. By

‘means of a string, g, which connects with the
"Tower ends of the ratchets d, and extends to

the top of the head-rest, the patient is enabled

“to adjust the head-rest higher or lower, with-

out other aid, the springs causing the ratchets
to lock as soon as the string is released. There

1is one ratchet, d, and conuections at each side

of the head-rest. The foot-rest may also con-
stitute a pivoted frame, F, and be held at suit-
able elevation by a spring, cord, or other
means. G is a box, large enough to receive a
pot, and provided with a perforated top. A
cushioned cover may be put upon it, when-
ever the patient desires to sit up, without be-
ing removed from the frame B.

Having thus described my invention, I'claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. The geared cams C C, carrying the arms
a a, and arranged on a bedstead to constitute
supports for the adjustable frame B, substan-
tially as herein shown and described.

2. The pivoted head-rest 13, provided with
the spring-ratchets d, and combined with the
pins f and string g, substantially as herein
shown and described. '
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