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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE,
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Roserr Ensvey
GreENE, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Memphis, in the county of Shelby

~and State of Tennessee, have invented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Par-

" cel-Delivery-Vehicle Bodies; and I do here-
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springs 4.

by declare the followin,

same.
This invention relates to vehicle bodies es-

pecially adapted for the delivery of parcels,
and has for its object to utilize the space.

within such bodies in a manner more eco-
nomical and more convenient than has been
heretofore proposed. .

ith these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in the novel details of con-
struction and combinations of parts more

fully hereinafter disclosed and particularly

pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings
forming a part of this specification,in which
like numerals designate like parts in all the
views —Figure 1 is a side elevational view
of the body of a delivery wagon made in ac-
cordance with my invention; Fig. 2 is a
plan view partly in section of the parts
shown in Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is an elevational
longitudinal sectional view of the parts
shown in Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is a cross sectional
view of my vehicle body; Fig. 5 is a detail

sectional view illustrating the inclined re--

movable shelves which I prefer to employ;
and Fig. 6 is a sectional plan view of g
modified form of my invention.

1 indicates any suitable vehicle body pro-
vided with a pair of doors 2 on each side
thereof, hinged- as at 8 and provided with
any suitable means such as the springs 4 for
keeping them normally open, while latches
5 or other devices are employed to keep
them closed against “the action of the

6 represents a driver’s seat; 7, a front
compartment; and 8, a roof which extends
sufficiently far beyond the sides 9 of the
body to protect the doors 2 when they are
open, as will be clear from Figs. 2 and 4.

On the interior of the body 1, I provide at

to be a fyll, clear,.
and exact description of the invention, such:
as will enable others skilled in the art to.
which it appertains to make and-use the

the front portion a series of shelves 11

which are preferably inclined as shown, and
also preferably removable as best illustrated
in Fig. 5. At the rear of the body I provide

nother series of shelves 12 which are or

.may be of the same construction as the
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shelves 11. The lower portion or bed of the

body 18 is preferably cut away, as at 14, to

render it more easy to remove parcels from
the bottom compartment 15, and the doors 2
are preferably extended down into the said

cut-away portion 14, as will be clear from

Figs. 8 and 4. The said doors 2 are four in
number, as shown, and are each provided
with a series of shelves 10 which are also
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preferably inclined as illustrated. The

shelves 10 are made of such dimensions that
their extreme edges 16 extend as far in to-
ward the center of the body as is possible
and still permit the doors to readily open, as
will be clear to those skilled in the art.

In the wagon bodies of the dimensions
now in general use for the delivery of par-
cels for department stores, I find it feasible
to make the openings for the two doors on

_each side of said bodies of such dimensions

as will permit the said shelves 10 to extend
so far inward as to only leave a space 17
which is not wider than is the depth of the
said shelves 10. '

Since the shelves 11 and 12 fit snugly
against the doors 2, and since the said
shelves 10 are only separated by a space 17,
I utilize all of the space in the wagon body
for shelf room, except the comparatively
small space 17 in the center of the interior,
and the comparatively small space 18, Fig.
2, which lies between the vertical tiers of
shelves 10 on each pair of doors. The space
17 is by no means waste or lost space, be-
cause the ends of the parcels occupying the
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shelves 10 are liable to project outward -

somewhat, and also the ends of some of the

arcels occupying the shelves 11 and 12 are
Ekewise liable to project outwardly beyond
said shelves so that the space 17 is more or
less occupied under normal conditions.

The modified form shown in Fig. 6 is of
the same construction as that disclosed in
the. preceding figures, except for the shape

.of the shelves on the doors 2. These shelves
19 are of the shape illustrated in Fig. 6.
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‘That is to say, they may be considered as
having a rectangular portion as indicated
by the dotted line, and a triangular portion
90 outside of said dotted line, which trian-
gular portion occupies some of the space 18
which is unoccupied in Fig. 2. It therefore
follows that in this form of the invention,
more of the space 18 can be occupied by
shelves than is the case in Fig. 2. In this
said form of my invention, as well as in the
preceding form, the dimensions of the doors
are so chosen as to enable them to be readily
opened and closed without interfering with
each other, as will be clear from the draw-
ings, and in this modified form of my inven-
tion, T also extend the roof 8 sufficiently far
beyond the sides 9 of the vehicle to protect
the shelves 19 from the water when the
doors 2 are open, as indicated in dotted lines
in said Fig. 6. '

In some cases, the rear end of the bed
compartment 15 may be closed by means of
the door 25 hinged as at. 26, and fastened
as by any suitable means 27.

The operation of my invention will be
clear from the foregoing, but may be briefly
summarized as follows:—The heavy or
larger part of farcels are placed in the bed
compartment 15, and the lighter parcels
stored away upon the shelves 11 and 12 and
upon the shelves 10 associated with the
doors 2. ‘The dimensions of an ordinary

“wagon body are such that with the disposi-

tion of the shelves thus indicated it is per-
fectly feasible and convenient for the driver
to go to either side of the wagon, and while
standing upon the ground, open the doors
2 on-the side chosen and then reach over
the cut-away portion 14, select and remove
any parcel that may be stored away in the
compartment 15. While in the same posi-
tion, it is also. perfectly feasible and con-
venient for him to reach and select any par-
cels which may be stored upon the shelves
11 or 12, or upon the shelves 10, associated
with the doors 2 on the side opposite to
him, and which doors are normally closed.
It is further possible and convenient for
the driver without moving from his posi-
tion to also select and remove any parcels
which may be upon the shelves 10 of the
doors 2 that he has opened. It thus fol-

. lows by the construction I have disclosed
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that it is possible and convenient for the
driver to readily reach any parcel at all in
the wagon from a position on the ground
outside of the wagon, while at the same
time, substantially all’ of the space of the

" vehicle body is utilized for the storage of

60

parcels, and while the said parcels are at
all times protected from the water, which
results have not all been attained in a single
vehicle body heretofore, so far as I am
aware. :

1,118,985
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By giving the shelves an inclination as 85

indicated in Fig. 5, the parcels are held
thereon when going over rough roads, and
also when the wagon body is tipped to the
front or to the rear or to either side. Fur-
ther, by making the shelves readily remov-

“able as indicated, it is a simple matter to
-pull out one or more for the accommodation

of large parcels, and to store the said shelves
either in the bottom of the compartment 15
or in the bottom of the compartment 7 when
they are not needed. :
1t is obvious that those skilled in the art
may vary the details of construction as well
as the arrangement of parts without de-
parting from the spirit of my invention, and

therefore I do not wish to be limited to the

above disclosure except as may be required
by the claims, ..

What I claim is:—

1. In a vehicle body the combination of
a tier of shelves extending across the front
portion of said body; a tier of shelves ex-
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tending across the rear portion of said body; .

a pair of outwardly swinging doors on each
side of said body and located between said
front and rear shelves; and a plurality of
tiers of shelves carried by said doors, sub-
stantially as described.. |

2. In a vehicle body provided with a bot-
tom compartment the combination of a tier
of shelves extending across the front portion
of said body above said compartment; a pair
of shelves extending across the rear portion
of said body above said compartment; a pair
of outwardly swinging doors on each side of
said body and located between said front
and rear shelves; and a plurality of tiers of
shelves carried by said doors, substantially
as described. " '

3. In a vehicle body provided with a bot-
tom compartment having partially cut away
sides, the combination of tiers of shelves at
the front and rear of said body above said
compartment; g pair of doors located on
each side of said body positioned between
said tiers of shelves and fitting said cut-
away sides; and a tier of shelves carried by
each door, substantially as described.

4. In a vehicle body provided with a bot-
tom compartment having partially cutaway

“sides, the combination of tiers of readily re-

movable inclined shelves at the front-and
rear of said body above said compartment;
a pair of outwardly swinging doors located
on each side of said body, positioned be-

“tween said tiers of shelves, and fitting said

cutaway sides; and tiers of shelves cut away
at their meeting ends carried by said doors,
substantially as described. :

5. In a vehicle body the combination of a
plurality of tiers of shelves located on the

_inside thereof; a pair of outwardly swing-
ing doors on tach side of said body be-
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tween said tiers of shelves; a tier of shelves | In testimony whereof I affix my signature
orfx each dogr ada%ted. to i'wing hé and out | in presence of two witnesses.

of said body; and a roof extending over e

said body and beyond the sides thereof to ROBERT ENSLEY GREENE.
protect said last mentioned shelves when in Witnesses:

their swung out positions, substantially as T. A. WITHERSPOON,

deseribed. o Jas. H. BLacEwooD.




