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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL A. WILFORD,
of Norwich, county of New London, State of
Connecticut, have invented certain Improve-
ments in Reversible Knob-Latches, of which
the following is a specification : :

The accompanying drawings show the ad-
justment and operation of the latch mechan-
ism for the purposes described, severally,in
each of the two forms of lock or latch in cowmn-
mon use, one of which it is customary to mor-
tise into the stile of the door, the other to af-
fix upon it with screws.

Inthe accompanying drawings, A represents
a lock or lateh case of the ordinary style with
cover removed. B is the latch-bolt, the tail
of which is swiveled, as shown in dotted lines
at C, to the extension D, thus enabling it to
turn therein for the purpose of reversion, to
adapt it to a right and left hand door, when
extended by the thumb and finger, as herein-
after described. ‘ i

The so-called swivel C may be otherwise de-
seribed as a hole perforated through a shoul-
der in the extension D of the latch-bolt.

The bolt-tail and its extension D may be
made relatively longer or shorter, according to
the shape of the lateh or lock case.

E is a lever, pivoted at its lower end to the
extensionD, and at or near the center to the
yoke F 3 and, also, at its upper end,to the mov-
able slide G, the yoke F being made and op-
erated by the hub H, in the usunal manner.

The spring I, which has’its bearing at one
end in the rear of the lock-case, and at the
other upon the lever E, serves the double pur-
pose of pushing the lateh-bolt into position
when withdrawn by the ordinary action of the
knob upon the hub H when in use upon the
door, and of regulating the movement of the
slide G when the lateh-bolt is withdrawn for
the purpose of reversion.

The slide G is held in place, when the latch
or lock is upon the door, either by one of the
serews which fasten the latch or lock to the
door, as in Figs. 1 and 3, or by a slide, K,
having a projection which bears against a’
shoulder on slide G, as in Figs. 2 and 4, or any
other adjustable bearing. ,

I am aware that the use of a pivoted lever,
either in front or rear of the hub H, is not
new. By its combination, however, with other
parts not heretofore employed, I secure a re-
versiblelateh simpler and much cheaper of con-
struction than most now in use, and of great
durability.

What I elaim is—

The lever B, pivoted to the slide G, yoke I,
and reversible latch-bolt B 1, in combination
with the stop K, or its equivalent, all con-
structed and arranged substantially as de-
scribed.

SAMUEL A. WILFORD.
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