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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS MASON, OF‘JAC_KSONVILLE, ILLINOIS.

CLASP FOR WATCH-CHAINS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 524,782, dated August 21, 1894.
’ Application filed November 4, 1893, Serial No, 490,058, (o model) '

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS MASON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Jackson-
ville, in the county of Morgan and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Clasps for Watch-Chains;

and I do declare the following to be a full,

clear, and exact deseription of the invention,

-such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to. make and use the"

same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

My invention is an improved eclasp for
watch chains, necklaces, &e., and consists in
certain novel features hereinafter described
and claimed. ‘ _ .

The objeet of my invention is to provide a
clasp which will securely fasten the chain to
the bow of the watch, which cannot be acei-
dentally unfastened and by the use of which
the wear on the bow will be reduced to a
minimum. - This object I accomplish by the
use of the device illustrated in the accompa-

- nying drawings, in which—
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Figure 1 is an elevation illustrating my im-
proved clasp in its operative position. Fig.
2 is a longitudinal section of the clasp as it
appears when closed and Fig. 3 is a similar
view showing the clasp open. .

The wateh bow A and the chain B are of
the usual or any preferred construetion and
to the end of the chain I secure the smaller
links or supplemental chain C. * This supple-
mental chain Cis attacked to a hook D which
is provided with a transverse socket or recess
E, in one side, in which is seated a spring F
as clearly shown, A bolt or locking pin G is
arranged within this recess and restson said
spring so as to normally be forced outward
thereby.” The outer end of the bolt or pin is
provided with the central teat H which is
adapted to engage an-opening I in the barrel
J, inclosing the hook, and forms a shoulder
K adapted to impinge against the barrel and
thereby prevent the pin or bolt from being
forced from the barrel by the spring. The
said barrel is of alength sufficient to entirely

‘inclose the hook and the spur or tooth, L, of

the hook i8 of such a diameteras to fitsnugly
within the barrel. The inner end of the bar-
rel is provided with an internal annular rim
or flange M which is adapted to impinge

against the end of thebarrel and thereby pre-
vent the same from being pushed off the hook
in the event of the opening I being turned
out of alignment with the bolt or pin.” Aloop
or strap, N, of leather or other flexible and
durable material is passed around the bow of
the watch and its ends engaged by the spur
or tooth of the hook. ’

Such being the construction and arrange-
ment of the several parts of the device, the
operation of the same will be readily under-
stood. When the clasp is closed, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 2, the barrel entirely incloses the
hook and the end of the loop or strap which
encireles the watch bow so that it is impossi-
ble to disengage said loop from the hook and
release the watch. If, for any reason, it be-
comes necessary to open the clasp, the lock-
ing pin or bolt is pushed inward by a pin
point, or similar device, and the barrel is
then pushed upward over the small links or
supplemental chain, the end of the watch
chain preventing it from being pushed en-
tirely from the hook. The end of the hook
is thus disclosed and the loop can be easily
released. To fasten the clasp the barrel is
pushed back over the hook and turned until
the opening I registers with the end of the
locking pin or bolt, when said bolt will enter
said opening and fasten the clasp.

- It will be observed that the clasp is simple
in its construction and compaect in its arrange-
ment. There areno projecting parts to catch
in the clothing and accidentally unfasten the
clasp and, by substituting a flexible loop for
the metallic swivel now in common use, the

wear on the waich bow is reduced to a mini-.

mum, :

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

A clasp for watch chains consisting of a
hook engaging a flexible loop and provided
with a recess in its side, a sliding barrel
mounted on said hook and adapted to cover
the end of the loop, and ‘a spring-actuated

locking pin or bolt seated.in said recess and

adapted to engage and hold the barrel.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
THOMAS MASON.
Witnesses:

CHARLES A, BARNES,
I M. Fox. . ‘
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