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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RoBERT T. PENICE, of
St. Joseph, in the county of Buchanan and
State of Missouri, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Bottle-Packer, of which
the following is a specification:

Figure 1 is a detail longitudinal section of
my improved bottle-packer., Fig. 2 is an end
view of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts. _
- My invention has for its object to furnish an
improved device for packing bottles and pack-
ages of bottles in sawdust, short shavings,
rice-husks, &e., and which shall correctly and
uniformly regulate the space between the bot-
tles, and between the bottles and the sides of
the box in which the bottles are to be backed,
and af the sawme time shall be simple in con-
struction and convenient in use; and it con-
sists in the packer constructed as hereinafter
more fully described, and in the combination
with said packer of one or more catches.

A represents the box or case in which the
packing is to be done. B is the packer, the

sides and ends of which are made of a thick-.

ness equal to the space required to be left be-
tween the bottles and the sides of the box or
case A. The interior of the packer B is di-
vided by partitions ¥’ into as many compart-
ments as there are bottles or packages of bot-
tles to be packed in the case A, the form of
said compartments being regulated by the
shape of the bottles to be packed. The thick-

" - ness of the partition »’ should equal the space

to be left between the bottles. The sides and
ends and the partitions of the packer may be
made solid or hollow, or in the form of a frame
or open-work, as may be desired, and said
parts may be made of any desired height, and
all of the same height or of different heights,
as may be desired. The ends of the packer
should project npward to serve as handles, or
should havehandles attached to them, for con-
venience in operating said packer, In slots

or recesses formed in one or both ends of the

packer B are pivoted one or more catches, C,
in such a way that their lower ends may be
projected to rest upon the edge of the case or
box A, to partly or wholly support the packer
when pouring in the sawdust, and that said

lower ends may be moved into their slots or
recesses to allow the packer to be moved up
and down within said case. In using the
packer enough of the sawdust to cover the
bottom of the case A to a sufficient depth to
receive the bottles is poured in and leveled
down. The packer B §’ is then inserted in
said case and a bottle or package of bottles is
placed in each compartment of the packer.
The packer is then raised and the <cateh or
catches C moved out to rest upon the edge or
edges of the case A, and a quantity of the
sawdust is poured upon the tops of the bot-
tles, part of which finds its way down into the
spaces between the bottles. The catch C is
then drawn in and the packer is pushed down
to pack the sawdust between said bottles.
The packer is then raised ‘to allow more saw-
dust to enter the said spaces, which is packed
by again forcing the packer down. In raising
the packer care must be used not to raise it
above the shoulders of the bottles, and thus
allow the said bottles to get out of place.
‘When the spaces around the bottles have been
filled the space in the case A above the bot-
tles is filled with sawdust and leveled off, and
the case is ready to receive its cover. When
the sides, ends, and partitions of the packer
B ¥ are’made hollow the sawdust is allowed
to pass down through said eavities. In this
case a frame may be used to press the sawdust
down through said cavities. This construe-
tion ean only be used wher the spaces around
the bottles are wide and the sawdust or other
material is very fine.

Having thus described my invention ,I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— ‘

1. An improved packer, B b, for packing
bottles and packages of bottles, consisting of
the sides, ends, and partitions, whether said
parts be solid, hollow, or of open-work, sub- .
stantially as herein shown and described.

2. The combination of one or more catches,
C, with the packer B i’ , Substantially as herein
shown and described, and for the purpose set

forth.
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