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This invention relates to pan lifters and
more particularly to a device for lifting of
hot pans of various weights and sizes.

An object of this invention is to provide an

5 exceedingly simple adjustable pan lifter
which is so constructed that it will firmly
grip a pan within the jaws thereof so as to
prevent slipping of the pan while it is being
removed from an oven or the like.

Another object of this invention is to pro-
vide a novel movable jaw locking means
whereby the movable jaw is locked against
movement after engagement with the pan so
that the pan will not slip off of the lifter or
5 holder.

A further object of this invention is to pro-
vide a safety lock to prevent movement of
the movable jaw until the latter jaw is re-
leased.

A still further object of this invention is
to provide a device of this kind which is ex-
ceecingly simple in construction so that it can
be readily and cheaply manufactured.

The above and various other objects and
advantages of this invention will in part be
described in and in part be understcod from
the following detailed description of the pres-
ent preferred embodiment, the same being
illustrated in the accompanying drawing,
wherein :—

Figure 1 is a detail top plan view of a de-
vice constructed according to the preferred
embodiment of this invention partly broken
away.

Figure 2 is a sectional view partly in detail
taken on the line 2—2 of Figure 1.

Figure 8 is a fragmentary top plan view
with the locking member in its forward posi-
tion.
= Tigure 4 is a sectional view taken on the

line 4—4 of Figure 3, and showing in dotted

line the jaw operating member in released po-
sition.

- Referring to the drawing wherein like nu-

” merals of reference designate corresponding

parts throughout the several views, the nu-

merals 10 and 11 designate a pair of resilient

rods or bars which are disposed in parallel

~o relation to each other, and in the present in-

stance, are formed integral one with the other
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and are looped at the inner end thereof about
a handle 13, which is disposed between the
parallel bars 10 and 11. The forward or free
ends of the resilient guide bars 10 and 11 are
twisted, as at 12, and the ends are then ex- 55
tended in a divergent relation one to another
and at an obtuse angle to the longitudinal axis

of the guide bars 10 and 11, as at 14, so as to
form a pair of fixed jaw members having in-
turned fingers or lugs 15 at the terminal ends 69
thereof.

An adjustable jaw member, generally des-
ignated as 16, is slidably mounted on the guide
bars 10 and 11, this adjustable jaw member
16 comprising a pair of divergent arms 17 65
and 18 having inwardly extending fingers or
lugs 19 and 20, respectively. The convergent
or inner ends of the jaw members 17 and 18
are looped, as at 21, about the guide bars 10
and 11 so that these jaw members 17 and 18 70
may be moved longitudinally of the bars so
as to adjust the movable jaw member 16 rela-
tive to the fixed jaw member 14.

A substantially U-shaped jaw operating
meinber, generally designated as 22, is formed 75
with the inner end of each of the jaw mem-
bers 17 and 18, this jaw operating member
22 comprising a pair of forwardly convergent
members 23 which are disposed in substan-
tially parailel relation to the longitudinal 80
axis of the guides 10 and 11 and the inner
ends of these convergent members 23 are pro-
vided with a loop and downwardly extend-
ing operating member 24. The movable jaw
16 is not only moved longitudinally on the 85
guide bars 10 and 11 by pushing or pulling
the handle 24 but the jaw member 16 may be
rocked slightly through the rocking of the
handle 24, and a pair of locking members 25
are slidably mounted one on each of the 90
guide bars 10 and 11 and are connected to-
gether by a cross bar or connecting member
26 disposed at the inner end of these locking
members 25. The locking members 25 are
adapted to move longitudinally on the guide 95
bars 10 and 11 simultaneously with the move-
ment of the movable jaw 16, this movement
being caused by reason of the rearwardly di-
vergent relation of the two arms or mem-

bers 23. 100
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In the use of this device, the movable jaw
member 16 may be moved to the desired posi-
tion relative to the fixed jaw member 14 by
pushing or pulling the handle 24 so that the
pan engaging fingers 19 and 20 of the mov-
able jaw will engage the periphery of the

an as will the pan engaging fingers 15 car-
ried by the fixed jaw member 14. In order

. to lock the movable jaw 16 in pan enaging
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position, the handle 24 may be pushed up-
wardly so as to carry the divergent ends of
the arms 23 below the longitudinal axis of the
guides 10 and 11 and past the transverse axis
of the locking members 25. This movement
will cause the guide members 10 and 11 to
spread slightly and in this position, the slide
portions 21 of the jaw 16 will be disposed
on a slight angle to the longitudinal axis of
the guide members 10 and 11, so that this
jaw member 16 will be firmly held against
movement on the guides 10 and 11. In this
locking position, however, the locking mem-
bers 25 are disposed in their forward posi-
tion relative to the resilient arms 23 and if it is
desired to lock the jaw member 16 positively

" against movement on the guides 10 and 11,
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ot as a factor of safety, the locking members
95 may be moved rearwardly to the limit of
their movement so that the connecting bar
96 will engage the upper end of the handle
portion 24. In this position, the handle 24
cannot be moved downwardly, both by reason
of the connecting bar 26 engaging the handle,
and by reason of the fact that this connecting
bar 26 prevents spreading of the guide mem-

bers 10 and 11 so that the rearwardly di-

vergent arms 23 cannot be moved downward.-
ly, the arms 28 being disposed above the longi-
tudinal axis of the guides 10 and 11 when 1n
locking position. :

Tt will be noted also that the weight of the
pan engaged by the jaw members 14 and 16
will also hold the divergent arms 23 in their
uppermost position so that the weight of the
pan engaged by the lifter will not have a
tendency to force the movable jaw to rock
into released position. - :

It is, of course, understood that various
changes and modifications may be made in
the details of construction and design of the

above specifically described embodiment of

this invention without departing from the
spirit thereof, such changes and modifications
being restricted only by the scope of the fol-
lowing claims. :

What is claimed is:=—

1. A pan lifting means comprising a han-
dle, 4 pair of guide members carried by the
handle, a fixed jaw formed with the forward
end of said guide means, a movable jaw slid-
able on the guide means, and independent
slidable locking means carried by the guide
means to hold said latter jaw in adjusted po-
sition relative to the flxed jaw.

2. A pan lifting means comprising a han-
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dle, a guide means carried by the handle, a
fixed pan engaging jaw carried by the guide
means, a movable jaw slidable on the guide
means, and independently slidable means car-
ried by the guide means to hold said movable
jaw in adjusted position relative to the fixed
jaw.

3. A pan lifting means comprising a han-
dle, a guide means carried by the handle, a
fixed jaw formed with the forward end of the
guide means,. a movable jaw slidable on the
guide means, a jaw operating member car-

‘7ied by the movable jaw, and independent

locking means carried by the gnide means to
hold the movable jaw in adjusted position.

4. A pan lifting means comprising a han-
dle, a pair of guide members disposed in par-
allel relation to each other, a fixed jaw formed
with the forward end of said guide means,
a2 movable jaw slidable on the guide means,
said movable jaw also having rocking move-
ment relative to the guide means, and inde-
pendent locking means slidable on the guide
means and engaging the movable jaw to hold
the movable jaw in adjusted position rela-

“tive to the fixed jaw.

5. A pan lifting means comprising a han-
dle, a guide means carried by the handle, a
fixed jaw carried by said guide means, a mov-
able jaw slidable on said guide means and ad-
justable relative to the fixed jaw, said mov-
able jaw comprising a jaw means, slides car-
ried by the jaw means and engaging the
guides, a jaw operating member, rearward-
iy divergent arms connecting the operating
member with the slides, and means carried by
the slides and engaging the divergent arms
to hold the movable jaw in adjusted position
relative to the fixed jaw. '

. 6. A pan lifting means comprising a han-
dle, a pair of parallel guide members carried
by the handle, a fixed jaw carried by the guide
members, a movable jaw, means for slidably
mounting the movable jaw on the guide mem-
bers, a movable jaw operating member, said
jaw operating member comprising a handle
disposed at an angle to the guide members
and a pair of rearwardly divergent arms con-
necting the operating handle with the slide
means, a member mounted on each guide in-
termediate the slides and the divergent ends
of said arms, and a connecting member con-
necting said latter members together, said
latter members engaging said divergent arms
upon rocking of said arms to hold the mov-
able jaw in adjusted position relative to the
fixed jaw. ‘

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature. ,
JAMES A. DRIES.
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